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Gerry Fitt Esq MJ? 
85 Antrim Road 
BEIJFAST 
BT15 2BJ· 

l~ ~'ffi \\ ' 

Northern Ireland Office 
Stormont Cast le 

Belfast !3T4 3ST 

\. ... ,~ ..... --
\)O\\~ 
~ '\ January 1980 

You te l ephoned my office l ast ·h'eek and asked if we could 

provide you wi tIl some material which ;y-ou might be able t o 

use i n your reply to letters sent to you, mainly from the 

United States, about the protest campaign in three of the 

. cell-blocks at l'laze Prison . 

I att8.ch four paragraphs which I hope you vJill find helpful 

in replying to this kind of correspondence . I sh~uld be glad , 

at any time, to let you have some more detailed background 

if you would find this of any value. 

,T C 

Hi dden copies: 

PS/ SOS (B) 
PS/ I"Ir Alison (B) 
PS/ PUS (B) 
T1r HaYl..nigan ' 
IvIr Barry 
I1~' Gilliland 
I"'"u' Buxton 
IiI' Jackson 
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You refer in your letter' to II Iri s h hero cs on the hl::ml(et i n 

Long Kesh". I find thi.s a cur'iou s d t'!s cription, not in ony 

WRy justified by the facts~ "'hat hre hnvc are some ;)50 pr:i. son er~ ; 

who have been convicted through the criminRl courts of some 

of the most serious 0 ffcnces; who before heing; sentenc(~ d h a d 

available all the norma l s a feguards including the Im"ls of 

evidence, access to l eg!) l l~ 0rn~csentation Rncl ri ght of app eal --

\Vi. tho.ut leave - to a 11 i c;her court; and ,·.rho t hemse 1 ves lwvc 

created conditions of squalor in order to draw attention to 

their clairn to he tr'E-~ atecl (li ffercn t ly from other sent. e nce d 

prisonerse 

Huch is said and "rritten ahout "political prisoners". Nob ody 

feels more strongly than I do about the ri ght.to freedom of 

political expression, but the men t.aking part in this pr'otest 

are not imprisoned for their beliefs. Of the prisoner s t 8.ki.n:~~ 

part in the protest at the end of last year f);) had been 

convictec1 of murder, ~)8 of attcmpted mnrc'ler', 8tl of firearms 

offences and 100 of explosives offences. These figllres are b::H1 

enough, but they do not adequAtely depict the ctcsperate 

trail of gricf and nnguish which many of these crimes have 

left behind. One more mur'der or maiming is just one more 

on the total, but to the family concerned it is the sad and 

irretrievable loss of, or injury to, a loved one. 

Among these 50-ca11c(1 "heroes" - it is nothing less than nn 

affront to use this word - are men who, for example :_ 
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) (i) hombed a shop in "Thich a yonng WOlllrtn was burned to dentll : 

(i1) murdered a soldier and a civilian searcher under co\"er' 

of a Univ(;;Y'si ty "J(r'lg Day" para de; and 

(iii) placed hombs on · a sulnwban train in which a ",ornan of 

22 'vas killed find seveY'B.I other innocent passenge r's 

injured~ 

(iv) shot a man .on an errand of mercy t aking har'dboard 

to repair house s in the Lower F'Rli s area of Belfast 

which hnd been da maged by 8. bomb hlast. 

I can not aecert for one moment that these men) who TTIRke up 

less than one·-thircl of the total numher of sentenced prisoners 

accommodated in the cell-blocks at Haze Prison, have any 

claim what s oever to be treated differently from other 

per'sollS scntcnced to imprisonment throu[~h the courts. I wOillel 

like to think: that de s pite tlw argume nts of -those \Vho support 

the protest campaign - which i 1:self is causing so much anxiet)r 

among pr'isoncrs ' relatives Rnd friends - you will reflec.t on 

whRt I have said before you continue to give your own suppor·t 

to this misnamed "causo". 

_.,- -
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