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NIO/12/153 

( 
MICHAEL CANAVAN 
Constituency Representative 

27 Talbot Park, 
Derry 

Telephone: Derry 51308 

The Secr etary of State, 

Stor_ont Castle, 

Belfas t. 

Dear Sir, 

27th. Nov. 1979. 

Fo1lowin« a recent visit by Dr. J. Hendron, Dr. R. McLean and .yae1! 

to a protestin« prie'oner in the H Blocks we wish to express !Tave c oncern 

about aatters which adversely affect the da.ily lives of these prdlsoIlers nnd 

bonstitlilte a very serio'Q!l erosion of intem13,tiona11y a,ecepted standards of 

prisoners rights. 

These inc1ude;-

Such prison ers for whatever reason do not enjoy t acili ties 

for daily mental or physical recreation. 

The;- have no association with one another except at 

Sunday r el igious service. 

Te.k en mither together or separ::.~tely such depr'ivation over a protracted 

period of tiJue is bound to reeul t :in sever e mental and physical damage i n 

the long-tex'!!. In the short"·term these c i r cumstance s ~. ~ Est 

seriously disturb t he prisoners concerned. The re :..:ultc.nt t e .sion r.:mst 

make pri son life ifiU Ch more difficult f or both prisoners a.'1d staff. 

The refu sal to w~ar prison clothes or to do prison work may be in breach 

of discipline Lut the re sultant s ituat ion, including as it does the 10s8 of 

remis s ion on sentences is uaosivelv out of a ll propo:r:tion . St12-el y the 
J U 

deprivations mentioned above 1;lore YHWer intl:'ndecl to be appropriate subje ct 

l'\E.tt t er f or either p:r:ivel edges or p1.lnis~ent , bllt are basic human l.'ights , 

particularly of peI'sons in prison .. 

\Jere prison er s 2',110\l.reo to '\.,rETT t Leir O\l;n clothing or other clothing 

appropriate to recr eational cwtivi tie[: lrtany of these problems "TOuld e i t b er 

disappear or be gre ' t l y mitigated. 

Where prison popu.lations are concerned vJe . bel ieve t h8t authority kbI:aJa 

has tbA responaHbility for mo..1c ing the first Eove to bl'E.8$.: the deadlock and 

f or r el i f'v inc tn · ~' :r-es,cnt dHfi cul t 2.l1d pa~~u _ situation. A positive 

r'esponse to suc _ a rrnve ,.;onld tbp.n cl f'~' ly / S€€-!l to be n ecp s:: 2,:r-y to aIu ·lior te 

suff erin '. 
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Contel 

In addition t o t he matters mentioned 2J)OVe i s is 2~leg~d that the humiliating 

mirror searches t ake place on occasions internal to :T ison l i f e eg. on 

c p,11 ch811,;;es E~ld at tille s of reUeiotJ S 6e r 'v1c es which appears l..umeceGSary. 

I t is al so all eGed that t he lit,hting in c~OJ!le of t h e F . :Biliock cells i s 

faulty and needs repair or r eplacement . 

Fp:!!ing to hear from YOll as a Rlatter of u rgency , 

Yours f aithfully , 

~L} . n b 
' .. {~~.99~ 
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