MICHAEL CANAVAN

Consti i =

i (ongtituency of Deny
e 27th. Nov. 1979.

The Secretary of Stite,

Stormont Castle,
Belfast.

Dear Sir,
Following a recent visit by Dr. J. Hendron, Dr. R. McLean and myself
to a protesting prisdoner in the H Blocks we wish to express grave coucern
about matters which adversely affect the daily lives of thece préecners and
tonstitute a very sericus ercsion of internationally accepted standards of
prisoners rights.
These includej;-
' Such prisomers for whatever reasen @o not enjoy facilities
for daily mental or physical recreation.
They have no association with one znother except at
Sunday religious service.
meken #ither together or separ:tely such deprivation over a protracted
period of time is bound to result In severe mentel end physical damage In
the long-term, In the short~term these circumstencee #net petiovy: mst
seriously disturb the priscners concemed. The recultent tension must
meke prigon life mmch more difficult for toth prisoners and staff,
The refusel to wéar prison clothes or to do prison work may be in breach
of discipline tut the resultent sitvetion, including as it does the lose of
r the

repission on sentences is massively out of all proporticn, Surel
f

o
-

deprivations mentioned above were never intended to be apyropriate subje ct
porop J

petier for either priveledges or junishment, but are basic humen rights,
particularly of persons in prison,

Were prisoners zllowed to weer tleir own elothing or other clothing
appropriate to recreationel activities meny of these problems wceuld either
disappear or be gre:tly mitigated.

Where prisom porulations are concerned ve sbelieve th:st authority hbmmx
has the respondidbility for mcking the first move to becek the deadlock end

for relieving the present difficult and pai £J1 situation. A positive

responee to such a move would then cle: rly/seen to be necescexy te arclior te

\!—?u.f_‘f exring, )
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: MICHAEL CANAVAN

Costircy Rt (onstituency of “Detiy

27 Talbot Park,
Derry
Telephone: Derry 51308

Cont g’

In addition to the matiters mentioned zhove is is z2lleggd thet the humiliating
mirror searches take place on occasions internzl to Trison life eg.on
cel) changes cnd 2t times of rellgious services which appears unnecew®ary.

It is elso alleged that the lighting in sowe of the H.Bdock cells is
faulty and needs repair or replacement,

Foping to hear from you as a matter of urgency,

Yours faithfully,

bargan
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SDILP snokesrern for lew erd order,
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