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Ron ,Humphrey At ki ns llain s t re et, Lisna skea . Co Fermanagh 18/10/79 

Secre t ary OfSt~ 

dh- S ir, t-:;, 
The 0 men in H Blocks 3,4,5, are not get t ing t e proper food eit 

- her in quantity or quality accordi ng t o reports I am receiving and t he appear 

-ence of t he men to t heir vi s i tors certainl~ bears t his out. The Taxpayer s re 

are paying f or quant i ties of of f ood which apparently t he men ar e not get t ing . 

The food i s usual l y col d. Cutlery and everything on t he plame is stuck 

together with col d grease as the plates arec left until t he food geets cold. 

The men are not get t i ng t he i pint of a milk t hat t hey are enti t led to. Cor nf l ake 

- es are given out without milk;litt le sal t or sugar is obta inable. Only half of 

the rations of cake sent from t he kitchen reaches t he men. 

If these t h i ngs ar e tru 

-e ,they are pet "y and v i ndictive and I hope they .-rill be stopped;otherwse t l e men 

may go on hunger strike and t his would have very serious consequences on both 

sides of the Irish Sea . To borrow a royal phrase; men should not be left in 

conditions fit for pigs unless t hey are fed like pigs . 

It i s reported t ha t on October 9th , Eugene MacCormack ,H 5, 

was bea ten up with punches to the f ace and kicks to t he legs . during a wing 

shift. Tony Reasy of ShortvStrand was bea ten up On 13/10/ 79 in H 4 . Al s o in 

H4 Roberts of Riverda le , Belf ast was il l treated on 6/10/79 by punches and kicks 

coming from a visit. and Martin Livingstone of H4 got a punch i mlthe jaw comi ng 

to Mass on 14/ 10/79. I want thes e al legations investigated . 

The onl y hope f or peace aft er t 'le Pope ' s 

Speech lies in a concess ion on the H Blocks ; gi ve c t hem: lt heir clot hes and whatever 

t h.ey want;stop t he excessive and inhuman punishments;you cannot win t his one a s the 

.vhole s.i tuation here is pol itical and bIDu :gave a chance now in the clima te of 

grace after t hecPope' s v i s i t. In a f ew weeks t hat will be gone and t l eltRgcalt "Pigs" 

will fight for 20 years . 
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