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.An. eight page document, the manifesto ,.,ras s..i.gnificant i) ~,.-c ~ 
concentrated atta.ck on the Secretary of State and the Goverr,)!"2ni: 1 s 
policy in all direct rule fi'21ds~ in its e-ritici sn: of Unionist 

-i ntransigence and the Loyalist gua.r·antee, and in its continu.ed 
empbasis on Jche Irish dimension at the e::>"''':pense of a solution 
within Northern Ireland. The manifesto reaffi:rmed the par·ty's 
opposition to the r e t urn of majority rule, t o the continuation 

· of direct: rule and support for ren8\'led nego'Ciations on. agreed 
structures of gover:nnent for the Hhole of I:;:-ela.!2d and. f or the 
ultimate disengagement of the British and the r eturn of sovereignty' 
to t he :f)eople of the islaad of Ireland .. 

The~ main p oints of the manifesto are ~ 

(a) its 'attack on the British attitude -

'. liThe' voters should be m'lare that the primary aim of 
British pol i cy in Northern Ireland is to break t he 
SDLP. Roy Hason has left no-one in &'''1y doubt that 
~the British government 1;JJ.sh to move tOURL'ds the 
restoration of unionist control, in order to extricate 

--tb emselves fro I:l. Northern Ireland . The strength of the 
SDLP has been the only major obstacle to that strategy, 
and therefore we must be broken. The Northern Ireland 

.-Office has found some surpI·ising allies, \-·rho are 
--willing to cooperate with them in this enterprise" .. 

II The- present means of government, through the f1inister s 
-.' .-. of the No r thern Ireland Office, has not been successful. ~ 
':, ·-They- RL'e not responsible to the local electorate and 
. - theY-'are un:cesponsi ve to the particu].ar needs of 

_ Northern Ireland • . Under t he -aegis of Roy f1ason they 
have -come to be seen as representing British and Unionist 

.. .interests only, and are perceptibly hostile to the 
·interests. and aspirations of the minori tyo Under the 

-1)irect -Rule administration the minority in Northern 
. Ireland once again feel s\-Tamped in a state wi th which 
-they do not identify, and which they perceive as hostile 
to -them. This is a dangerous situationll. 

- ( b ) _its attack on direct rule for the supposed failure of , __ 
. its·-economic, social and security policies, and 
particulaI'ly its political policies -

'l'In almost _ every area \-There govermnent has responsi bili ty 
. we are 'I'/orse off nmV' than we were in 19740 The most 
obvious failure has been in the political field. , l,,1hen 

·Labour came to office in 1974, representatives of the 
tvm t-raditiorrs in Northern Ireland were ,\'lOrki.ng together 
in govern:!:lent. Nm-r there is no dialogue whatsoever 
bet~'leen the bw cOIffillunities at a political level"" 

(c) its attack on the political vacuum follo\'ling the fall 
of the 19?L~. po,\",er-sharing Executive and the failure of 
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the Convention "mel i 1-;8 a~cusation that IiI has 1:>3coIle 
a political footb:ll l at iJestmir..s-Ger ~-

li The Governne~t' s policy in all of these '::ield.s ~l~S 
been partly dpe to the dirficli.lt parl::i.amenr;ary 
situation •••• In order merely to sJrviv-e" it sought 
to drive a series of sbabby de9.ls \vi th lDinnrity 
parties, most notor ious l y with the Northern Ireland 
l oyalistse The result has 'been that the Northern 
Ireland question has becone a political footbal l 
bet\veen the tl10 partj es at HestIilinster; policy has 
b een determined by polit ic al considerations which 
haye nothing to do with Northern Ireland" " 

(d) its attack on the Government's security policies 
and for its supposed belief in a military sol1],tion 
IlSince the collaps e of the Convention, the Briti",h 
approach to the Northern Ireland problem has b een a 
military one. "lith the arrival of Roy I'lason as 
Secretary of State , police and army vlere given a 
free hand to pursue a tough security policy_ The 
SDIJP has al'ways maintained that tough secu.ri ty 
me asures would not solve a pr oblem which is essentially 
political ". 

(e) its attack on the negative guarantee and the partition 
settlement -

( f.) 

liAs a first step in this direction the British 
Government must end the one-sided guarantee gi yen 
to the Unionists of Northern Ireland, "'Thich make<=! 

' fish of one section of our community and flesh of 
the other.. This guarantee has been :paraded. in the 
past- as a piece of democratic morality. It is nothing 
of the kind. It commits the British Goverr..llient to 
supporting a partition settlement in Ireland '''hich '.'las 
conc eived and executed lor the good of one small sectioll 
of this country's population and , \'las heavily weighted 
in their favour"" 

its emphasis of the reconciliation of the peo~les 
in Ireland and its reaffirmation of the 1978 
Conference motion on the inevitabilit,y and desirability 
of British disengagement and ca~ling for a quadripartite 
conference 
"For the -SDLP the question is not Hhether Britain 
should disengage from I.reland, but when and in what 
circumstances. It will be a major objective of this 
paI'ty~ immediately after the election, to enlist 
support for the quadripartite conference and then to 
begin the process of planned disengagement ". 
flIt is surely not unreasonable, at this stage, to 
insist that the British must abandon their nresent 
policy and com.:ni t themselves to seeking reconci.liation 
betvleen the peoples of this island. The real Irish 
problem is the division which exists among the 
people. It can only. be solved when this division is 
healed"" 
"The fundamental aim of the SDLP i s to create ~~ 
Ireland agreed structures of goverp ..... '1lent, ltlhic!1 will 

/. YG enable 



- , 

. 
- -- - - --

© PRONI CENT/1/B/17 

I:.. .. :) i~ i } 
.~ n "·~_ < ~':"lI .. ';· 

- ~ - ~ ._--. .; { 

,; I. ..... i 11 
.J :~ ... ~...r 

enable the people ,)f both :p~u·ts of IreJ.and to co·~ 
operate together in pursuit of CO~l1on intercst2 , 
Hbile retaining tho pOVler to protect an.d safcr:;uard 
their (;ulture , identity 8nd. particular intc:res·Gs ~ 

The manifesto \vas particular'] y significant i T' the fac.t 
that, ulli. ike i 1:8 policy document ttFaciIlg Reality" Hh..i.ch vms 
adopted at its pCl.rty corlference in 1977 and unlike several 0.1 
the principal speeches at the 1978 party conference, there 
was absolutely no mention of the POssi-bili ty of a6reeing to 
p artnership devolv ed government }Vithin Northern IreLand.. The 
emphasis is no longer on a quadripartite conference to agree 
"a form. of governm.ent for the North, wi·chin the long-term. 
strategy" of eventu al Irish r eunification which Vla.S the theme 
of Facing Reality, but mure on a quadripartit e conference to 
discuss the r elationship of lIT to the SO'-lth. It is also 
signifi cant that there is no reference t o the principle of 
unity by consent ; the dominant theme is unionist intransigence 
and the British guarantee of it a.1'ld the n eed to break dOlm this 
intransigence with a commitment to \-Teakening the divi s ion 
bet't.veen the two cultures in Ireland... The SDLP "",ould seem to be 
not far- off tbe Fianna Fail call for a British declare.t ion of 
interest in Iri.sh u..n.i ty e In particular, a new element is t he 
bitter assertion that Government p olicy is aimed at destroying 
the SDLP in order to permit the handover of pOl'ler to a unionisG 
majority in. a British pUll-out. 

In the socio-economic field., ""Gne manifesto sought to high­
light the problems of unemployment and family poverty; the 
run-dmvll of local hos:pi tals ~ the failure to implement the r1J.ral 
planning policies of the Cockcroft report and to pursue the 

. introduction of comprehensive educa.tion., and the lack of 
sensitivity of the HIRE to local opinion .. 
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