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PreGent: Secretary of State 
rill' Crme 
Sir }i'rank Cooper 
nr Gil] Hand. 
HI' Jord.an 

Dr Edmund I"arshall , Parliamentary 
?ri vate Sccret:'.ry to the Secretary 
of State 

fIr l:est 
Dr Paisley' 
Captai n Aus tin Ar d.iJ.l 
Hev ;:illinln D0utt i e 
1;1' ,~ddie Burns 
Dr rrhO;:!3.8 C ~~rson 

1,;1'8 ~heena Conn 
Mrs Jean Coulter 
),11' l'.'illiarn Douglas 
r,lr Herbie lieslip 
1.11' ::Jouc;l ac Hutchi'1son 
Professor Kennedy Lindsay 
rr.:c }<'l'ank I'i i lla r 
HI's Paisley 
HI' Charle s Poots 
IIII' Clifford Smyt h 
r-lr I an StronGe 
Mr ::illib,m rl'l101npson 

1. The d.eputo:t:i.on l ed by 1:1' ::es t c..:li :)1' Pais ley arrived 'ninvited and unanncun ced at 

the steps of Stormont Cas tle at al,:it 4 .00 0 ' clock in the af",;8rnoon and. a fter SOf.1e 

:1eectiati.on l,;ith the Principal Pri \'ate :';e cret aJ';'/ ha:15.ed in 2. l,rri tten dewmJ. to see the 

~>ecretary of S t a te ,,- CO}w attache:L rrte Secretary of ~Hate reluctantlY..2.zreecl to sel.) 

the!:'l later that evening . 

2. ~Ihen the meetinG' cor:Jrne r.ced , lTr_: ien t saj.d the.t as electecl represent at2.ves of t he 

rnajori ty in = ~' orthern Ire 1..2.nd t' they h a-1.. asked for the rneetin~; out of an;-c:lety at -:;he 

Government I S handl i ng of the present si tUrLtion. They ;,.;ere surprised that 2.S e1 ecte<.i 

repr8se ntati ve s they hac_ not been consul ted by the Se cretary of State since the enci of 

the ceasefire and they' \oJiEhed to discuss , Galmly m~cl r espons i bly ; f our tcr-ics -'qhe 

ne gctiat i ons ;':ith t he Itt';,! the S2JLF '3 2.tt:itude to'..:ar ds th9 HUG, the J.aok of poli ce 

co·,-opera·~ion I'ii tL the J..rmy a:r1d t he hi thdrc:.\lal of fir earms . 

3. "L~::oti ati <:,,,8 "' i t h t he IRA" 

1":1' • is s t s'.~,id. t: lIJ,t the Secret:::.?'y of S t ;;.te ilai giver. an assurance at his last neetinb' 

~;h,~t t: 'wrc ~·i..".'.l -::_ b e no di ~;cl.H:::3 ioTis '/it\l ;') inn Fein , ;'Jhom Loyalis t s e que.ted ','i-!;h -:;iw 1":."'! 
, , , 

(;c ':'"n~ lnue o. 0 In s~'i t e of thi s assurance , iiscuGsionc 1,! i t!~ HIC offi c:l&lL 

had t eJ::e:-\ :) j,[,.ce after t 11e e nd of t he cen.sefh'8. Such d i Gcuss ions tj"V8 the IH.~ Grr.~d ibi '.:!!", 

and d.eepened Jvb," Loyalists I suspicion t hat nc gotj.ations ,:ere taki ni?: p l ace . 1,'h:).:1; t :,e 

d.eput? .. :::io:~ t;'wuzht ., ;,.8 ],lc a~>surallce fr om i;h(~ ~e cJ'etary of ~) t ,~te t:l~t ti10 se discuusi0n~~ 

\:ould be bro"clg-ht to em end . 
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cor~fiOEN 

4. The Secret C'.I',Y of Stctte stressed that there h'as no question of neg otiation. ~;uch 

meetings as had taken place had been 1'li tll the full c00nisance and agreement of the 

security forces and his officials had been i nstructed merely to explain and to clarify 

Government policy and no more. Talks t·:ere only in the context of a ceasefire and not 

about the release of detainees or about northern Ireland ' s conntitutiono.l future. 

Nec·mpapers Here full of r umours and false reports from se If-appointed intermediaries 

but these ,;ere mere speculation . He had publicly stated that he "'ould react on.ly to 

a genuine and sustained cessation of v i olence and he emphasised Geveral times that he 

\'lould not sell the Protestant c ommunity dOlln the river in an,Y "'ay . 

5. Nevert heless , he refused to give the deleGation the part:i. cular assurance it \Janted 
. 

but sai d that d i s cuss i ons vJOuld continue so l ong as t here WaS some advant age i n a 

fUl't'1er explanat ion of Government poli cy . He i ntimated that there was some indi cation 

of a r espor..sive attitude, althOUGh this '·las marred by the emergence of splinter t-roups . 

6 . '.:hen Dr Paisley referred to Mr li'i tt ' s statement about the release of detai:'1ees 

at t ~I.8 SDLP ' s conference , the Secre ~ary of State stressed that h i s policy on detention 

had been set out clearly in h i s statement to the ilouse of Commons on 14 January . 

Desr i t e protests f rom Mrs Cou l t er , he refused to repud i a t e publicl y what r·~r F'i t t had 

Said . 

7. 2:n answer t o J r Pa i s l ey , the Secretary of State said that any cessat i on of violence 

":ould have t o be s een to be permanent . Before there coul d be a r esponse from t he 

Government, he \'JQuld have to be sure t hat t he movement of arms and. explos i ves and the 

t rai ning of re crui ts had ceased . He ,,,rent on to say that there Iv as little evidence to 

shoH t hat t here had been an I RA bui l d- up dur i nG the ceasefire j i ndeed many of t he recent 

b omb i n cidents indicated that t he bombs had bee n manufact ured by i nexperienceg:. .l-1eople 0 

8 . The ~mLP and the RU C 

Dr Paisley urged the Se cretary of Stat e t o call on t he SDLP to give the ir SUPP01'-G 

to t he RUC. 'fhe i rony of the murd.er of Sergeant Coul te r \Vas that he \-Jas j ust returning 

f r om che ck i ng on the poJice gucw ... d for Aus t in Currie ' s house . HO;'1 could the SDLP be 

a l l ovled to take part in Government "hen they did not re c ogni Ge the pol ice? 

9. The Se cretary of StDte said that the Government recognised the i rnpor t anc.:e of 

proper policine; in the Province . An e f fective police force, acceptable to both 

Communi ties f l':as a prerequisite to a return to nm'mali ty and he \laS prepared to say 

qu:i te bluntly that noh' I-las the time for everyone to lenel their support to the RUC. 

He woul d not , ho'::ever, meddle i n p2.rt,V politics. 
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CO FiDE TI l 
10. ArmyLPolice Co-operation 

r.Ir ~:est referred to the recent bomb incident on the In I,jotorway where t\"IO police officers 

had been injured . The Army had been criticised on the police raclio frequency by police

men at the scene for refusing to send in a helicopter \vi th searchlights to look for the 

tHO policemen injured in the blast. Many members of the general public had heard this 

and \"Iere cO!1cerned at the l ack of Army co-operation. 

11. The Secretary of ~tate said that he had been assured by the Chief Constable at 

the Morning Se curity Reviei"1 that co-operation behleen "Ghe police and the Army I"JaS 

excellent. The incident had" obviously been a come-on and it 1'laS Army policy not to 

investigate a bomb scare in the dark. Nevertheless, he Ivould call for a full report 

and would reply to Mr ::est in due course - Action 1;;r Hebder for draft reply. 

12. F'irearms 

Dr Paisley and Mr l.rest, strongly criticised the recent police policy of calling in 

legally-held \'leapons from people I/ho had held firearms certificates for mmw ;years a,1:d 

especially from those in isolated l'llral areas. 

13. 'l'he '38n:,~e1;p!L..£f Sta!~ said that the policy on firearms \las under revie h' and 

Promised to take the deputat ion' s '"rieh' into account . He agreed that there V,as liJ~tle 

evidence to sho'v that legally-held Heapons \"Jere used in acts of violence but said tl!at 

there HaS strong arguments against al lmving people to hold more than one !·'eapon. 

Nevert!1cless, he asked that if the delegation iv'ished to pursue the matter or raise 

ind ividual Cases J they should· seek a mee"tine Iii th 1, r 1.;oyle, the IIinj s ter responcible 

Mr A R Brown to note. 

14. Gardiner Report 

In a brief exchange J rrs Coulter urged the Secretar;y of Statc not to delay t he 

implementation of the Cardiner proposals. Dr Paisley, correctinG her f said that 

in fact there were several recommendations in the Gardiner Report that ":;he uuue ,"Joule.: 

oppose. 

15. IRA ~llDerals 

Dr Carson askod the Secretary of State to ta..1(C action to prevent the IHA fu:n·:)Tal ta~-:. :i.n.z 

place at Bel1eek on Tuesuay, 4 February. 'l'lte Secretarl of Stat~ promised to pass on 

his views t o the COC but said that the matter should be left to the discretion of tiiG 

Comrnandint; Offi.cer on the cpot. 

3 . C !FIDE TL 
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CONfIDE riA 

16. Conclus i on 

Hind i ng up , J;r ;Jest sai d tha,t the Secr etary of State had failed to satisfy the 

delegation that there waS a useful purpose in the continuation of talks vii th Sinn Fein 

and he called for an end to such meetinc;o. lIe also urged the Secretary of State to 

Use his i nfluence on the f>DLP to change their pol icy tO~'lards t he RUe. 

The meeting i'JaS qui e t and responsible throughout and lasted l-?t hours . 

A HUCKLE 
Pri vate Secretary 
4 Ii'ebruary 1975 

Distribution: 
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PS to Secretary of State ( London ) 

PS to II II II (Belfast) 

PS to Junior lhnisters 
PS to PUS 
I,Ir Janes 
HI' EnGland 
j':r Harris 
r.lr Bl oomfield 
1.11' Trevelyan 
HI' Smith 
r'lr Cudlipp 
1.Tr Payne 
N1' Bourn 
111' Gill:i.land 
HI' Burns 
Mr Bampton 
Mr I!atson 
HI' Se8l1lan 
Nr l:yatt 
Ih~ Hall (NIO , London) 
Mr olebster 
Nr J a cks on 
Mr Allan 
Sir Arthur Gals~·!orthy 
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