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H UT::::.s OF EXECmIIE .1EETI TG IELD N T'IURuTj'Y, ?3 
P\ LI uI~ T BUILDII:G3, STO 10;IT 

PRESENT: Hr Faulkner (Clief ~IiY ister) 

Hr Tapier ( p\<. Reform) 

trr Baxter (Informatio 1) 

iIr Br dford (Enviroment ) 

In 74/'>9 

Copy 1'0: 

Y 1974 AT 3 30 ?f1 I 

Mr Currie (Housing , Locrl Goverr1e1t ~~d Planning 

Hr Dev in (Health nd .social Service~ ) 

i1r Hume ( Com.'1erce) 

Hr Kirk (Finance) 

lIT HcIvor (I:;ducu.tion ) 

I1r ~10rre 1 (. gricu ture) 

'ir -q Coo~er (~1,npov/er rervices) 

hjor HaH-Thompson (Chief ilhip) 

:1r K P Bloom ield) 
Hr P .. Sythes ) 

SecretRriat 

1. Heeting "i th represent"ti ves 0 f industry, commerce , the farmers and 
trade unions 

TI Ot 



L 

TR 'DE U:'IOI S 

:Iinisters discussed what "ttitude they should r dopt in receiving the represenh ti ves 

of t~e C3I, t. e UFU, ICTU , the Joint T"'lectricity Council, Engineeri. ::::'11ployers rnd 

the shopkeepers. 

The r;'- ief :1inister reported th~t 1e had sI'oken to t e "ecret'lry of ~t te ~ fe J 

min'te~ previousl and h d [wked for a ecision by 4 00 pm that day cs to the 

est nir.ater Government' G tti tude to'.' rd s the use 0 troo:)s for the "'1 intenance 0 f 

eS2entiql services . He tlou ht it unlikely t~L.. t a cleor anp er "ou (j rri ve i n time 

to be used in tLe Executive's iscus ion with the re resentctives •• e suggested 

therefore that the ::::;xecuti ve s ould adoI't the role 0 f listener. This ... ·as agreed . 

Hinisters then \:ent on to ider cor sideration of the possible option'" open to the 

Executi ve in c ci tu tion in "'hich the . 'C nppe r red to be steadily tightening its grip on 

the country . :lention 'l~S made of t:.e possib e Ie k of inform'tion bout the oil 1.11 11 . 

::'h '."'Ipre' i n was ine...,-::c..pable that the U r; h 1 j,-'.::;} -:y inte1l·geu.t airectio., d 

co n ntimate knovllede;e of the v;orkings of the supply sywtem for essential services and 

the precise points at v ich to put the pressure. The vlisdom of ta king, directly or 

indirectl;:,,' to the strikers \-Jas discussed. One linister stronGly advocated opening up 

50"'1e Cli logue, at eA.st to heer vhat they ~lad to say pnd efore t.e c ituation beca::1e 

co "1r:letely entrenched. :re felt that the miG had not expected such conplete success, and 

that they were pro i bly becoming apprehensive at the anC1rchy which could folIo'''. 

Other '1inisters argued that the objective of the strike \/as to ring down the 

Executive ')nd end power-s aring rnd t"le Constitution Act. T1erefore, it must be 

resisted to the full extent of the resources at the disposal of the Executive and 

t e,3ecretary of ~tate. 

t this point the 3ecretary joired the ~eeting and reporte that a decision fro~ the 

,secret"ry of State was likely to be received later th3.t -lay and \fould probably be in 

f~vour of full support to the Executive. The British Government wanted to be per ectly 

clear of the course they were taking and the troop involvement. One esti-1ate had 

suggested a need for 30,000 troops . 

In further discussion ;nention "Ias 'Ylade of a possible Vietnam situation developing \'ith 

co:nplete devastfltion of IJorthern Ireland. Once again a strong plea was made for opening 

a line of communication with the strikers , but Ministers generally were not in favour. 
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