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LOCAL GOVEH.llJ:IEfJ'l' AIm ?1fINNI NG FOit CONSIDERAT lOlJ BY TH~ EXr.;CUl"l' IVE ON 'l'UESDAY 2 APlnJJ 74 

I wish today t o make a s tatement about Civil Dj.sobedi ence and to address my remarb1 

particularl y to t hose v/ho are still t aking part in the C.i.vil Di s obed j.ence Carnpa ig.n. 

Member s will recall t hat the Rent and Rates Strike was call ed i.n the mo s t difficult 

circumstances in 1971 and had a two-fold purpose - the withdr awal of consent from 

existing institutions ;;md a s a protest against the re-intr oduction of intermnent. 

JIlemhers may also rec al l t hat in a statement issued on 28 December l as t by t he SJ)LP 

Assembly Party and the Party Executive those i nvolved in the Civil Disobedience Campai gn 

were asked to end their partjcipation . My presence at this Despatch Box today a s a 

repre sentati VE~ of Partnership Government in this community is eloquent testimony to 

the extent. to which thinGs have changed in Northern Ireland, since tbe Civil 

Disobedience Campa ign was launched. It clearly would be inconsistent with my 

participat ion and that of my colleagues in this 8,clJninistration if we did not ask 

all of the people to participate as well . 

/" 

On the internment issue the SUlmingdale Agreemen"L contained. a commitment from the 

. British Government to phase out intermnent. That commitment has again been given by the 

Secretary of State on behalf of the new British Gover~~ent . I and my colleagues are 
~ArE 

CtUl 

convinced that this commitment will be honoured and in these circumstances there ~ 

is no justificat ion for a continuation of the Civil Disobedience Campaign. 

In any case the Civil Disobedience Campaign has to a considerable extent already 

evaporated. At its height in August 197 1, some 26,000 tenants were involved. The 

most up-to-date figures shovr that just over 11, 000 tenants are now involved. 
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I accept that there are people who sincerely disagree, for :ceasons of principle , with 

Ine and my colleagues on the termination of the Civil Disobedience Campaign. 'J.'hey are 

entitled to those opinions as we are entitled to ours. I now ask those people to 

reconsider their attitude; to take into account the co~nitment on internment and to 

take into account all of the other changes which have taken place in this community 

over the last few months. I also ask them to bear in mind what I have honestly 

described as "a Housing Crisis in many areas of Northern Ireland" and to consider 

t he impact which the continuation of the Civil Disobedience Campaign could. have on the 

' ~uility of the Housing Executive and my Department to ta kle this crisis. 

But t here are others on strike who do not care two figs about principle, who have 

seized the excuse not to pay their debts . Some of these people are on more than Rent 

and Rates Strike and if internment did not exist would find some other excuse for refusing 

to pay their way. 

Nevertheless, it is my i ntention to deal compassionately and justly wi th all. I am 

determined that no hardship will be caused to anyone. fl'ne Housing Execut ive has already 

fe r ed r easonable terms to -Chose on strike. Thos e who can afford it should repay 

immediately. 1'hose who cannot afford it will be allowed to do so over a reasonable 

period of time. 

But I must make it clear tha t payment in full will be r equired. There cannot be an 

Amnesty. Ar rears must be paid. Any other decision would be unfair to the great 

. majority of tenants who have paid their rents and indeed, to those who have had 

deductions made from Social Security Benefits. 

I have stated that the Civil Disobedience Campaign should now end; that all arrears 

must be repaid and t hat everything possible will be done to ensure that hardship will 

not be c~used to anyone . 

© PRONI OE/2/15 



- 3 -

However, I must alRo face the possibility that a small number of people wnl not heed 

my advice and for: reasons of their ovm, some political , some personal, will continue 

to refuse to pay. I must bluntly warn these people and those ~ho Vlould seek to use 

them for their oVln ends that new measures are being introduced to ensure that all 

arrears are paid. Let no-one be in any doubt about the determination of my colleagues 

and myse l f in this matter. 

First , an increase has been authorised in the amounts vrhich can be al l ocated from 

o )cial Security Benefits by the Department of Heal th and Social Services to meet 

arr ears of rent . The rates of benefit were increased i n Ociober 1972 and again i n 

October 1973. Members will be aware t hat benefit increases were promi sed in t he recent 

budget t o be payabl e in J ul y next . Allocations also will t herefore be i ncreased i n 

or der t o maintain the i r size i n r elation t o benefits . The r ates of allocat ion wil l 

be a s f ol lows: -

Man 60p 

Wife 40p 

~ 
Child 20p 

Family Maximum £2.00 

The previous allocations wer e :-

Man 50p 

Wife 30p 

Child 15p 

Family Maximum £. 1 • 50 

Secondly, by t he terms of an Order made under the Pa~nent s for Debt (Emergency Provision) 

Act 1971 each debt or on the books of the Benefit Allocation Branch of the Department 
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of Health and Social Services will have to pay a collection charge at the rate of 

25p per week. A similar charge will be made in any other case where allocations are 

made out of payments from public funds . rrhe money raised by these charges will help 

to offse t the cost of the allocation system. These measures will be introduced on 

20 May next . I hope that as many people as possible will respond tq, this announcement 

and make their settlements with public bodies before then . I wish to emphasise that 

these changes should not cause any hardship as they are in line with increase s in 

benefits. 

It is my hope that people will settle and not become involved in these new measures; 

that all of tho se on Rent and Rates Strike will recognise that the new insti.tut ions 

created provide the basis for a fair and just society . As one of those involved in 

launching the Civil Disobedience Campaign on internment day 1971, it is now a measure 

of my confidence in the new i nstitutions that I so strongly urge the ending of it. 

J AUSTH1 CURRIE 
Head of Department of Housing. 
LG and Planning 

1 April 1974 
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