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AMBASAID NA HEtREANN 

EMBASSY OF IRELAND 

SZ34 MJ..SSACHUSJ::TtS AVE., N. W. 

WASHTN0T0K, D. c. 20008 

) 
FAX NO: IJ-5

22 FEBRUARY 1995 

TO HQ FROM WASHINGTON 
FOR G CORR FROM M COLLINS 

ADl\1ThTJ:STRA TION/CONGRESSION AL RESPONSE 
TQ FRAI\fEWORK DOCUMENT 

1. I attach herewith the following statements which have issued here in the course of today:

• Statement by President Clinton: The President welcomes the Joint Framework
Document as a "courageous step towards lasting peace". He said that it "marks
another significant step forward in the peace process". Referring to the proposed
all-party talks which are "intended to be all inclusive, with all issues on the table"
the President says that 1

1 the clear wish of the people of Northern Ireland is for
lasting peace". He called upon all the parties "to examine the document carefully
and move forward on the basis of it 11

• He added ''the benefits of peace are
obvious to all and I urge the parties to seize this opportunity".

• Statement by the Friends of Ireland: The new Chairman of the Friends of
Ireland, Congressman James Walsh, strongly welcomed the Framework Document
describing it as "a fundamental and essential contribution to the search for a
lasting and just peace between the nationalist and unionist traditions in Ireland".
Looking forward to the debate which the Joint Document will help generate
"about the underlying issues which need to be addressed by all sides",
Congressman Walsh's statement welcomed "the recognition that this debate must
include all the democratically mandated political parties in Northern Ireland in
comprehensive political negotiations". The Friends statement said that they had
been greatly encouraged by today's developments 11which have brought closer the
prospect of a lasting settlement in Ireland". It concludes, "we stand ready to
be a friend to all those who seek to use the opportunities which have now been
presented to lay to rest, finally, the causes of division and to build a new agreed
Ireland shared by all who live there in peace and harmony".

• Statement by Senator Kennedy: Senator Kennedy commends the two
Governments for the Framework Document which he says "is a. welcome next
step on the path to peace for Northern Ireland". Kennedy says that the Document
"imposes nothing on anyone" and that its great virtue is that it "provides exactly
what was promised - a thoughtful and comprehensive analysis of the fundamental
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issues. Above all, it offers a solid basis for moving to the next step � which is 
Ii 

talks among all the parties, and which I hope will begin soon. 0 It might be note.cl 
1 that Senator Kennedy has also included the Framework Document, together with �e sta.ternents by the Taoiseach and the British Prime Minister, in the Congressional Record.

Statement by the Ad Hoe Committee: The four Chainnen of the Ad Hoe Committee issued a very positive statement in which they said that the Joint Framework Document represents another promising step towards the goal of peace and reconciliation in Northern Ireland. They said that the principles 
articulated in the document ''offer renewed hope for all the people in Ireland, North and South that a peaceful and democratic end to the civil conflict can be achieved. The statement insists that "no one party should be allowed to prevent the peace process from moving forward." They strongly encourage all the parties in Northern Ireland "to embrace the spirit of the Framework Document and to 
take advantage of this unique opportunity to move the peace process forward". In urging immediate and comprehensive dialogue, the Ad Hoe Committee say that with the introduction of the Framework Document 11 the debate regarding the future of Ireland has reached one of its most critical stages in the last 75 years". 

�
Statement by Senator Leahy: Senator Leahy made quite a comprehensive statement on the floor of the Senate this morning in which he spoke about today's developments and about his recent visit to Ireland. This is, by far, the most comprehensive statement made by Leahy on Ireland in the Senate and is indicative of a growing and extremely valuable interest on his part. He describes the Framework Document as "a tremendous step forward". He urges the Unionists to recognise it for what it is - "a basis for discussion, not a final blueprint. I urge them to come to the negotiating table with their own ideas, not condemn the process before even giving it a chance". He says that "change in Northern Ireland is inevitable, but the Framework Document should threaten nobody". Importantly, Senator Leahy attests to the work of the IFI noting that the Fund's efforts have "brought together Catholics and Protestants in common endeavours where in the past there was virtually no contact between them". Leahy also pays warm tribute throughout to President Clinton. 
State Department Press Guidance: This Press Guidance was prepared by the State Department spokesman. Effectively, it has been superseded by the White House statement which has since been issued. 
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THE WHI�E HOUSt 

Office of ths Press Se=reta�y 

For Immediate Release 

STATEMENT BY THE PRESID�NT 

� 004; 020 

9232S993 ?.�2 

February 22, 1995 

! w�lcome today's announcement by Irish Prime Minister Bruton and
British Prime Minister Major of the laun=hing of a Joint
rrarnework Document outlining their sha=ea p�cposals for �nclusive
talk� on the future of Northern I�eland. The publication of this
document mark5 another significant step forwa=d i� the peace
process. I congratulate both Prime Ministers, farmer Irish Prime
Minister Albert F-eynolds, Irish Foreign Minister :'.:ick Spring, and
British Secretary of State for Northern !reland Sir Pat=ick
Mayhew, all of whom have worked hard and risked much in the
search far a new path forward to reconciliation and lasting
peace.

The Framework Document lays the foundation for all-party talks 
among the $ritish and Irish govern�ents and the political parties 
in Northe�n Ireland. The talks are intended to be all-inclusive, 
�ith all issues on the table. As the Irish and B�itish 
governrnents have empha.sized, the document is desig'!'l.ed to assist 
di�cussion and negotiation o� Northern Ireland and will �ot be 
imposed on eny party. The clear wish of the people of Northe�n 
Ireland is for a lasting peace. We call �po� all the parties to 
examine the docume�t carefully and move forward c� t�e basis of 
it. 

Th� guns and bombs have been si�ent :� Ncrthern :reland fo= 
almost �ix months. The benefits of peace are obvious to all and I 
urge the parties to seize this opportunity. I will continue to 
str�ngly $upport the peace process in Northern Ireland and to 
work with 1 the goverrutients of· Ireland and the United Kingdon to 
build on foday's courageous step forward toward lasting peace. 
In addition, I look forward to our Trade and Investment 
Conference to be held this May as a way to underscore the 
tangible benefits to peace. 

# # # 
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. ·mews Release 

February ·22, 1995 

FOR YOUR INFORMATION 

· BY: Rep. James T. Walsh, New York 25th Oistriet

Chairman, Friends of Ireland 

The Friands of Ireland stron;ly welccmes the J.oint Framework 

Document publiahed today by the Irish and Bri.tiah fiOVernments. As 

the eonaiderad views Qt �oth gov•rnments, this Document, with its 

new a•pproach, is � tund.amental and .essential contribu�ion to the 

search tor a lasting and juat peace between the nationalist and 

unioni•t traditions in Ireland. 

We look forward to tha debate which the Joint Framework Document 

will halp generate a.bout the underlyinq issues which need to be 

adress•d by all sidaa. We particularly w•lcome the recognition 

that this debate must include all the democratically mandated 

political parties in Northern Ireland in comprehensive political 

negotiations. 

The hopes of-the Friends of Ireland, and ot the wider Iriah

Americ:an c:01nmunity, have been greatly encouraged by tcday•s 

davelop�ants which have brought closer th• prospect of a lasting 

settlement in Ireland. We stand ready to ba a friend �o all those 

who seek to use the opportunities !1hich have now been presented 

to lay to ra8t, finally, the causes of division and to =uil4 a 

new agreed. Ireland shared by all Who live there in peaca and 

harmony. 

ENO 

© NAI/TAOIS/2021/097/22 



. \ 

'! 

012/95 20: 40 
� 0061020 

-�2-22-95 01:2 PM

/rom the ol�Oe of' @J 

Se11atur tdward M. Ke1t1ttd1j 
o/ IYJa,5ac6usdf5 

S�ATZMENT OF SENATOR EDWM� M. KENNEDY 

ON THE .ANNOUNCEMENT OF THE FRAMEWORK DOCUMENT ON NOR�H2RN IRELAND 

For Immediate Release 
February 22, 1995 

Contact: Pamela Hughes 
Jirn Manley 
202/224-2633 

I cormnend the Irish and British Governments on the 

constructive framework document they have produced. This documen� 

is a welcome next step on the path to peace for Northern Ireland, 

and it �rfP.r8 a fair and balanced way to move the peace process 

forward. 

The document imposes nothing on anyone, and it reaffirms the 

solemn guarantee that the consenc:. o! tlle people of Northern 

Ireland is the indispensable condition for any future settlement. 

The great virtue of the document is that it provides exactly 

what was promised �- a thoughtful and comprehensive analysis of 

the fund.ame.nt.a 1. issues. Above all, it offers a solid basis for

movin9 to the next step -- which is �alks among all ehe parties, 

dll"ld wh:leh :r hope w:i.ll begin soon. 
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STATEMDIT OF THE CILURMEN 01' 1D AD BOC COMMl'l"l'KE 
ON DlJIII Al'FADS ON TSE JOJNT JRAMEWOU: DOCDMBNT 

� 0071020 

(W ASBINGTON) 'Ibe Jomt Framowark Doam:aem released by the Irish and Brimh 
Govermunts today npnllellta anotha promlslna ltep towards tbe :oal of peace and 
reconetllatlol'I in Nol."tUl'D JralancL A, numbers of the Ad Hoe Committee on Irish Affairs1

we beliffe that the prindples articulated. in the Documebt offer nmewed hope ror all or tbe 
people of Irmod, aorth ed 10U1h, tJ:a•t a ptaeelul ancl d!asocratJc end to the clnl cnnflid 
can be achieved. We now look forward with areat interest to the �t of talks 
Ul"fOlriq th• two Go'Yermua:ts ucl 11U-parti111 ID Northeni Ireland. 

'Ib.ert is DO doubt that in order t-, adileve a just aD.d lufina peace for all the people of 
Ireland the aspiratiom and identities af an iDdivlduals ba,e to ba recognized. By t'hat 
a&&ndant. no ot1e party mould be allowed to prt\'&lt the ptMCe process from maTiJJ, 
foMtud. T'ne broad prlnclplt!IS contained in the Framework Document offer guid&Aa! an4 
dired.ion towards th� realization of these goals. We stroa&b' eocoura1• all partkls Jn 
Nortbem Inland ta embrace the spirit or the Fraroework Document aad take aclvamaae 
of this umque opportUDity to tno'fe the peace p1'Clal!L'S fDM"ard, 

With tbe iJrdJ'odud:ioD of the !ramework Document, the debate reprdin: tbe future of 
Irtlaud bas rau:bed one of its most criti� stages ia the last seventy .. flvt years. In order 
to sustaw the momentum creacad by the hhtoric September ceasefire. and move closer 
towards peace Bild reconcWation, the Ad Boe Comnuttee uqes all political leaden ia.volnd 
in the pace pM� to e.utar into immediate and campnbeusive dialo&Ue. on tb.e initiatives 
content. 

BENJAMIN A. GILMAN, M.C. THOMAS J. MANTON, M.C. 

JUCIIARD E. N£ALt M.C.. P.Et'Elt T. JONG. M.C. 
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U.S. SENATOR PATRICK LEAH1 

STATEMENT OF SENA'rOR �ATRICK LEAHY 

"A CHANCE FOR PEACE IN �ORTHERN IRELAND" 

FEBRUARY 22, 1995 

VERMON' 

Mr. Fresident1 t.his is an histor.ic day for :i:reland and
North�rn. Ir�la.nd. l hope all senators, and all the Ameriean 
people, are aware of tha significance of what the people of that 
island have done today. 

Fo� the past quarter of a oentury, �nionists, who tavor 
continued British control over Northern Ireland, and Catholics 
who favor unification cf Northern Ireland with the Irish 
ltepuhlic, have been locked in a. cruel war over c.he st:a,:us Of the 
North. Over 3200 people have died, rr.any of them innocent 
eivilians caught in the cross-fire between the IRA and Protestant 
para.military qroups.

Mr President ., as an AmQrican of Irisl:'1 descent, tha violence 
in Northern !relanci has had a profound affect on roe. I have 
always, unequivocally, opposed the use of violence, by both 
sides, in Northam Ireland. Irisn Americans who care abouc the 
land of our ancestors ocndemn violence wit�out reservation, and 
support a peaceful settlement. 

rn December 1993, our hopes were raised for an end to the 
bloodshed, when former Irish �rime Mini$ter neynolds, and British 
Prime Minister Major, declared, for thu first time, that the 
future status of Northern Ireland should be decided by agreement 

-· o:t the people there. 'that declaration began a peace process that
led to the Ill cease-fire last August.. Two months later 
Protestant para.military groui;is· stooped �hooting, and the c�ase
fire has held. 

S:i..Z1oe then, t:hc British government ha� t·.aken several steps 
to reduce tensions in the North, including ending daytime 
military patrols in Belfast. In r.he Irish Republic, a Peace and 
Reconciliation Forwn has brought Sinn Fein, the political wing of 
the 't!lA, into informal talks with rep::'r::?sentar.:ives of the 
government and other par�ies. 

· Today'in seifast, in what I believe off�rs the best hope for
peaea in th� �S�yew.r history of the cc::inflict, Iri.�h P::-ime 
Minister Bruton and Prime Minister Major announct:!d the 
publication of a lOni•awaited Framework Document which provides a 
basis �or fucure nego�iations on a pe3�e settlement. 
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Mr, President, yesterday afternc�n I =eturned from Dublin, 
Belfast and London, where I met wit� J.eaders and i�dividuals 
repre9eating all points of view on the future of Northern 
Ireland. I went because I knew the pea·�e process was at. a 
decisive �oint. 

. I wanted to give encouragement. I also wanted to pay
tribute to the people of both Norcnern Ireland and tne Republi�, 
Catholic and Protestant, who are cc,urage.ously Lrying to find a 
way to a better future.

The Framework Document, which sets out a joint vision for 
the future of both Irish and Ericish Goverruncnt�, is n t�emendous 
step_ .. forward. It reaffirms the principles of self -determination, 
of the consent of the governed, of democratic and peaceful meaas,
and of full respect and protection :eor ::he ::-��hts and. identities 
et both traditions. 

Since the Framework's aim is to encourage all parties to 
come to the negotiating' table, no one will be c011t.ent with all of 
it. 'l'he Unionists who I met. with c:ondei11ncd the: Frr.i.mework 
Doci.unent lonq before its release. I suggested that they 
recognize it for what it is••a basis for discussion, not a final 
blueprint. I urged them to come· to the negotic1 ting tabl@ with 
their own ideas, not condemn the process before even giving it a 
ehance. 

Mr. President, in Belfast I got a sense of the fear 
Unionists feal. Fe� centurie� they have thought of the�selves a� 
British, and today they fear tbat the British Government is 
abandoninq them. Some longed for a past that never was; dreaJned 
of a future that never would he; and they fear a present they do 
not understand. 

Change in Northern Ireland is inevitable, but the Framework 
Docwnent should threaten no one. It would give a majority of the 

-· peopls oE Northern Iralc1nd. the right to decide Lhe..i..t fut:.ure. It
is equally important to recognize that a.ny lasting peace, any 
h�althy society, must be rooted in e�ual justice. The 
funda.men�al civil rights of Poth Catholics and Protestants cust 
be protected. 

(! 
Everywhere I went, I heard praise for the role President 

/i Cli�ton has played in supporting the peace process in Northern 
// Ireland. It is clear that withouL hls personal involvement, we 
1 / would net have Se.en this da.y _ 

I I also want to praise our Ambassador, Jean Xennedy Smith,
who has -taken up the cause for peace and encouraged the parties 
to move forward.. 

In Dubli� and Belfast I told Unionists a�d Nationalists the 
sama thing, that the Uni�ed. States Governi:nenL w.i.l.l tiupport:. th.i:1 
effort fully, and with even•handedness. 

© NAI/TAOIS/2021/097/22 
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But the real work .· .• peace will :".'le don�� by them. Both have 
legitimate aspirations, and both tradicior.s must find a way to 
aecommodatA o�e another. 

Mr. President, I am under no illusion that a �eaceful future
in Nor�hern Ireland is assured. Iminense difficulties lie ahead. 
To put the past behind, to build peace out of bloodshed, to find 
common ground where there has been so much h1'r.r·ec1 ana di�trust. 
But from all that I heard du�ing by visit there, there is a new 
spirit emerging; a wide recognition that violence has failed; a 
new deteniinati0n to Eind another way . 

... 

Building a lasting peace also means urgently dealing with
the eerrible problem of unemplo:Yment in t�a North. People need 
to have con.fidenee in their government., but t.hey also need jobs; 
they need eoonomic security �s w�,, �R phy�ical sQcurity_ 

In Belfast, I saw some of the acccmplislunents of the 
Inter.c.aeional �un4 for Ireland which the rrniL�d SLaLes a.rid

European countries have supported since 1983. I can attest to
the important work the Fund is doing to provide jobs in areas
where unem:,loyment among Catholics runs as high as €0 percent.
The Fund's efforts have also brouqht together Catholics and 
Protestants in common endeavcrs whP.rP. ·in r.hP riast there w:;i.� 

virtually no eontaet between them.

/� P�esident Clinton, in recogni�ion �f tL� Fund's 
j/aeoomplishments and the critical sta.ge the peace process has 
� reached, has proposed increases in cur contributions in 1996 and 
(f 1��7. 

The Fund is a transitional prog.ram until r�al inve�tment �a.n 
take r0ot in the North. A Trade and Investment Conference is 
planned for May in Washingtot:, .and it is eagerly awaited by 
people in both Northern I.�land ana the Republic. President 
Clinton�s selection of Senator George Mitchell as his Spe�ial 
Advisor o:o. Economic Initiatives in Ireland is not OillY indicative 
of the President• s ccmmi tment to support. peac:.e there, it also 
ensures the success cf the conference. 

Mr. Presid�nt, the island of my ancestors is at an historic 
turning point. Today's publication of the Fra�ework Document 
offers a real chance for an ena to a conflict that has horrified 
so many of us for deoa.des. I want to c::omrnend t:.he Irish and 
British Governments, and all the parties who ar� seeking a better 
future fer the people of Northern Irelur1d. 
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EURPRESSGUIDANCE 
FEBRUARY 22, 1995 

EUR/N� 
� 011/020 

�UV� 

NORTHERN IRELAND: RELEASE OF JOINT FRA..\fEWORK DOCUMENT 

Q: Any reaction to the signing and release of the Joint Fra1nework 
Document by Irish PM Bruton and United Kingdom PM Major in Belfast 
(his morning? 

A: - THE USG WELCOMES THE JOINT FR.Al\JIEWO� 

DOCUMENT AND APPLAUDS THE JOINT EFFORTS 

OF THE GOVERNMENTS OF IRELAND AND THE 

UNITED KINGDOl\-1 TO-ESTABLISH A NEW 

FOUNDATION ON WHICH ALL PARTIES CAN BUILD 

PEACE AND RECONCILIATION IN NORTHERN 

IRELAND. 

-- BOTH GOVERNMENTS HA VE MADE IMPRESSIVE 

EFFORTS TO OVERCOME A HERITAGE OF 

ANIMOSITY AND FORGE A PATH FORWARD TO 

LASTING PEACE. 

-- WE FULLY SUPPORT THE JOINT FRA1\1EWORK 

DOCUMENT AS THE BASIS FOR AN ONGOING 

PROCESS OF NEGOTIATION AND DIALOGUE. 

DRAF.T 
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-- WE CALL UPON ALL PARTIES TO THE CONFLICT 

TO EXAMI!\TE THE JOINT FRAMEWORK DOClJ7\.1ENT 

CAREFULLY AND CONSIDER TIIETR PUBLIC 

RESPONSES TO AND .JUDGMENTS OF THE TEXT IN 

THE LIGHT OF THE CLEAR WISH OF THE PEOPLE 

OF NORTHERN IRELAND FOR AN END TO THIS 

TRAGIC CONFLICT. 

•• AS PM BRUTON AND PM MAJOR HA VE SAID, THE

JOINT FRAMEWORK DOCUMENT IS NOT A 

BLUEPRINT TO BE IMPOSED, BUT A DOCUMENT TO 

SERVE AS THE BASIS FOR "ALL-PARTY" TALKS. 

-- BOTH GOVEM1\1.ENTS AND THE PEOPLE OF 

NORTHERN IRELAI\1D HA VE TAKEN COURAGEOUS 

STEPS TOW ARD A LASTING PEACE. WE WILL 

CONTINUE TO GIVE THE PEACE PROCESS OUR 

FULL SUPPORT AS BOTH GOVERNMENTS MOVE 

AHEAD TOGETHER. 

NOTE: THE wmTE HOUSE IS EXPECTED TO RELEASE 
A STATEMENT TODAY. 
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