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I am enclosing a short r ort: on the attendance by the Minister for 
Justice at the funeral �n Boston yesterday for the late Speaker, 
Tip O'Neill. 

Yours sincerely 

Dermot Gallagher 
Ambassador 

SeAn o hUiginn Uas 
Assistant Secretary 
Department of Foreign A airs 
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Fune al of Speaker O'Neill 

The Minister for Justice,represented the Goverrunent at the funeral
of the former Speaker, Tip O'Neill, yesterday. In the absence of 
President Clinton at I the NATO SWlllllit in Brussels, the 
Administration was represented by Vice President Gore. Two former

. rt I Presidents, Ca er and Ford, were also present as was the Speaker,
the Repu.blican leadershib in the House, Senators Biden, Dodd and 
Kennedy, and a very larg� number ot present and former Congressmen. 
John Hume repf"asented the SDLP at the funeral. 

In a private discuss�on, the family' eXpressed their deep
appreciation for the decision of the Government to be represented 
by a senior Minister at !the funeral. This view was also conveyed 
by political friends of the late Speaker. 

Both before and after jthe ceremonies, the Minister took the 
opportunity to speak pr va�ely to a wide range of the political 
leadership present. Iri parti=lar, the, Minister conveyed, in 

. I . . • separate conversations, the appreciation of the Government to Vice 
!?resident Gore and to speaker Foley for the strong support and 
endorsement from Washington of the Joint Declaration for Peace. 
The Vice President - wholexpressed particular appreciation for the 
Minister's decision to travel - emphasised the Administration's 
continuing and deep intezjest in supporting the Government' s efforts 
for peace in Northern Ireland. 

The Minister also gave j number of interviews, in which she paid
a very warm tribute to 

I 
the support and solidarity of the late

Speaker on Irish issues over tl:le years, to radio, television and 
press covering the funeral. 
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To S\llll up, the presence I f the Minister was very much appreciated
and sent a clear signal jthat the efforts on our behalf over the 
years of retired or decelased friends on capitol Hill continue not 
just to be remembered but to be deeply appreciated by the 
Government. 

Cannot Gallagher 
Ambassador 
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