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B1-0;1ning of Qc>rdtr Road■ 

l, As di■cu■■ed, t attended• u■ting yaaterday re the above 
held in the offic•• of the OoB (NI). Pre■ent on the 
Northern ■id• wer• a number of offioial• froa the Road■ 
Division of Do! (NI),•• well a■ the en9in■er with 
re■ponaibility for the Permana9h area, George Alli•t•r 
On our ■id■ Peter MeBvoy and Aeneaa Langford of the DoB 
attended in addition to myaelf. An agenda li■ting alao 
those preaent, i• appended, 

2, Oiacu■■ion waa fairly general and prelilllinary and a 
further meeting, which will be more foau■ed, la to take 
place in DoB in Dublin, at a date to be ■ettled but 
probably either 22 or 25 November, Our Doi preaaed for a 
meetin� a■ aoon •• practicable, empha■iainq the preaaure 
on their Department from border 001111Uniti•• to get thing• 
moving. The later meeting will ■eek to eatabliah a co
ordinated progranne of work to effect the a1100th and 
orderly opening of road• a• quickly aa po■aible, Today'• 
meeting aaw both aide• air probleu and poa■ible 
■olutiona a■ they aaw it, Th• 111&in point■ of intere■t to
emerge follow,

3, Bwlber■ 

Th• MIO announ0■11enta about the lifting of Cloaur• Ord•r• 
refer to a fiqure of 104 oroaainqa, Our Doi have 
identified 109 and pa•••d over their liat (copy 
appended), I referred the Meting to the diacu■eiona 
concerning cloaed road• which had taken �lace under the 
aegia of the Conference la■t year •nd vh1cb had produced 
an agreed li■t of croaainqa. I augge■ted that we would 
b• able to provide the a9reed li•t to both O.partMnt■ to 
facilitate preparation of a con■olidated liat. McBvoy 

/thanked me for thia. I would be grateful if you could✓ arrange to p••• thia .liat •• agreed la■t year to him. 
Th• next atep ia tor Doi (NI) to annotate the liat, 
indicatin9 the work required in re■pect of eaoh croaaing. 
They expect to finiab thi• by the end of next week, in 
time for the next m■etin9. 

General TiMtrDN for completing th• work 

Do!, (NI) anticpat• that the\va■t 111Ajori!)r of croasin9• 
can be repaired and reopened within a •li to eight months 
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timefra.me, Theae will conaiat of oroeain9• where work ia 
••••ntially reatoration and reeurfacing. tn the caae of 
thoee croaainga where D10re eubatantial atructural work ie 
required, e.g. rebuilding bridgee, the proceee ie likely 
to take much longer, from two to three yeara. Here a 
nulllber of inter111ediate etepa are r�uired, before any 
conatruction work oan 0O-enoe, all of which will take 
time, including preliminary drawing up of deeign plane, 
preparation of and checking of detailed plane, putting 
the oontraote out to tender, com�lying with any statutory 
requirement• re planning permieeion, etc. Both Langford 
and McBvoy thought that the timeecale propoeed wae quite 
reasonable, 

5, Po■ltion of aational Road• Authority •P4 Doi 

You will be intereated to learn that Aghalane Bridge, 
apparently alone of the oroeainge, will be dealt with by 
the National Road• Authority and the DoB (NI) rather than 
between the two Department•. Aa HcBvoy explained at the 
outaet, the National Road• Authority haa reaponaibility 
for Nati�nal route■, euch aa the main road fro■ Cavan to 
Enniekillen which include• Aghalane Bridge, The CoB 
liaiaee with the County Council• regarding local road• 
and non•national routea, which account for the 
overwhelming majority of the cloaed oroeainge. A meeting 
took place laat week between the National Road• Authority 
and DoB ·(NI) concerning Aghalane Bridge. 

6, cata9ori1ation of Clo■ed Road• 

The meetinq agreed that the oloaed road• could be divided 
into five rough categoriea1 

(a) Thoae already openJ

(b) Thoae with aurfaoe obatruotion• only;

(o) Thoae including culvert• ot l••• than two metre•
diameter,

(d) Tho•• where ■mall epan bridge• are involved; and

(e) Thoae where fairly large bridge apana are neceaaary,

7, J\llportlomgnt of c01t 

There waa agreement that both aid•• would pay for road 
re•toration on their reapeotive aide• of the border. In 
thia connection the Northern aide confirmed that they 
would be replacing rather than upgrading road aurfac••• 
Regarding the repair of bridgee, the Northern aide ware 
asked to provide a• aoon •• poaaible a li•t of bridge■ 
which had been blown up by �b,e NI aeourity force• and 
where, therefore, the Northern aide would be reaponaible 
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for the total co1t of replacement. They indicated they 
would do this and confin,ed that mo■t of the bridg•• fell 
into thi1 category (it• not clear to me which on•• would 
rull.)• Our OoE eatimated the nwnber of bridge• involved 
at 25, of which 20 occur in the Fenianagh-Tyrone area. 

8. Logiatic• of Perfonai,ng Work

Here Alliater, who ia baaed in lniakillen, provided aome
intere■ting detail• of the logi1tic1 of tackling the job.
Up to now either there i1 no work to be done or the
Northern aide ha• finiahed work on 10 cro1■inga, work is
■till underway on another 14, Quit• apart from the
queation of the availabilitf of finance, there ia alao 
the 111&tter of the avail&Dility of auitable contractors, 
For operational reaaons Alliater conaidered it preferable 
to proceed with the contractor• 1110ving into an ar•• 
where, e.g. five or six cro■ainq■ are located and 
completing work on all of them before going ■l1ewhere, 
rather than moving peraonnal and material■ conaid■r&Dle 
distance■ after each repair, In the area under hi■ 
control, there ia one main contractor operating in 
Fermanagh, with three attendant ■ub-oontraetor•; in the 
Clogher Valley area there are a further two contractor■ 
working, Alliater ■tated that wa■ the optillu■ nwnber for 
proper supervision, given hi■ available re■ource■• 

9. order of Priority in Road Roollening

Th•r• are obviou■ly areas which will require further
diacu11ion between the two Department■ and the hope i■
that the■• will be re■olved at the next meeting. Theae
area■ include the� in which road• will be repaired.
Here our Doi 1ignalled clearly the political pre11ures
which local communitie1 are bringing to bear with regard
to having their local road■ opened a■ a priority. The
Northern Do! ■eemed raoeptive to a notion that they
ahould produce a fairly detailed progrU1111e of work for
the firet three month• together with an indication of
where ■ub■equent work would be carried out, broadly
banded. Al ■oon a■ the Northern aide ha• provided thi•
preliminary programme, it will be di■ou■aed with Mini•t•r
Smith. There wa■ agreement, in any event, that when the
major ■tepe had been finali■ed, liai■on at local level re
tackling the work wa■ deeirabl• and ehould be •ncouraged.
The notion of contractor• (from either aide) doing work
on both ■idea of the border wa• not di■cu■■•d but no
doubt thi■ will be examined at local level.

1 o • Fundinsi 

There wa■ only a brief di■cu■■ion on thia. Our DoB 
stated that it wa■ anvi■aged that funding would b• 
provided epeoifically for the work on our aide from 
central fund■ rather than �;0:11' the annual road■ 
allocation■ and thu■ they were anxiou■ to reaoh early 
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agreement •o that ••notion for the appropriate &1110unt 
could be obtained, Their provi■ional e■tim&te wa■ approx
£1,5 million,•• Mini1ter Smith had indicated, 

/The Northern ■ide were not briefed on funding, beyond the
fact that they under■tood that fund■ would be provided by
the NIO (■ee the Joint Secretary'■ letter to Ae■i■tant 
Secretary O hUiginn of 27 October in thi■ connection), I
■ugge■ted that the po■■ibili�y be-.xamined that ■ome or 
all of the funding might come fr0111 the anticipated 
additional funding from the !U, whioh it appeared would
not be 1ubject to additonality and referred to the 
intere■t in border. road■ ■hown by Carlo Trojan during his
vi■it la■t week, It would ■eem appropriate to follow up 
on thi1 with our Doi before the next meeting, 
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Th• secretary of State for Northern Ireland, the �t Hon Sir Patrie� 

Mayhew QC MP, has today aMQUilced the :i:-escinding of all remaining 

border road closure orders, Ke said: 

-• 

"On the advice of the Chia! Constable of tbe itl1� and the 

cenaral Officer COllllnandin9, I have today rescinded all 

remaining �order road closurs orders, aa in number, 

No l;)order crossing is now aul)jeet to a closure or�, and a 

phased programme of reopening• will now begin. Because of the 

scale of the operation, thic will take som• time to ilaplelllClllt. 

Work will, however, begin as soon as practicable at a numJ:,or of 

locations. 

As in other parts of Northern Ireland, the :iwc, supported a■ 

necessary by the llrmy, will continue to provide appropriate 

leyels of security in l:>orde.r areas, to ensure the protec:ti011 

Md reassui:ance of loc.il coiaunities, Patrolli� wil1 continue 

to be carried out from the existing natwot'k of :.iatrol Bases and 
•·

fr0111 other sec:urity force 1ocationa. Shclll<l the security

aituaticn require at any st�g• the reclo:.un of any bordc�

crossing in orcler to proteet life or property, this will be

done without hesitation."
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Sbrl;ement hy -,rana1ne 

on OJ?!F,ng of eross-hQrOe,r roatii-
-

The Tana.iste and Minister for Foreign Affairs: Mr_ Diok Spring 

T. o. this morning said:

:r greatl.y weleolll8 the Secreuu:y of state' s a.r:mou:acement of the 

lifting of a11 c1os'IJXQ o:z:dars on border :roads. !rhis will be 

parl:icUlarly welcomed l>y those liv:ing in :border areas who have 

endured widespread inconvenience over many years, and 1;moaa 

concerns :r have rapeateaiy raised in the Angl.o-Ir:f.sh 

Conference. The l.ifting of.the cl.osure o�, and the 

speedy rettu:n of these .roads . to  no:r.mal. use, will be of 

enormous benefit in the process of econonic reconatr\J.ction and 

devalopiaent :in border areas. We are worl:ing act:lvel.y Oll 

proposa1s to advance this process, and th1u:el>y underpin the 

achievement of peace and reconciliation to wbich the 

Goverillllent a.re committed.. 

21 Octobex, 1994 
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The other aide have now Advised llllt that a detailod progrtu111110 
of work has bot yet bet111 drawn up and in t.beiJ: briefing they 
will be referring to the need far con•�ltation between the 
relevant authoritiea on both aides of th• border. lt ie 
howeve.r iiitended that obstacle■ put in poeition by tho 
lilecurity forces will be removed, remaking of reeds etc: to 
follow . 
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statement by Ta�aiste 

on op�n.ing of cross-border roada 

The Tinaiste and Minister for Foreign Affair$ Mr. Dick Spring 

T. D. this morning said:

I greatly welcomo the Secretary of State's announcoment of the 

lifting of all closure orders on border roada. This will be 
particularly welcomed by those living in border areas who have 

endured widespread inconvenience over many yean,, and whose 

concer:ns I have ropeatedly raised in the Anglo-Irish 

Confer,;ance. The lifting of the closure orders, and the 

speedy return of these roads to normal use, 1orl.ll be of 

enormous benefit in the process of economic raconstru0tion 11nd 
development in border areas. We are working actively on 

proposals to advance this process, and thereby underpin the 

achievement of peace and reconciliation to which the

Government are committed. 

21 October, 1994 

TELEPHONE: 478 0822 F.4.X: ./78 2i08
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