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10 DOWNING STREET 

LONDON SYtA lAA 

I December 1994 

The Prime Minister hu asbd me to thank you for your lcucr of 
24 November. 

The Oovermncu1 would lib co bt&ia thit momh I.he cxplomory dialoeuc 
with Sinn Fein, on tbc buis wbic.h 1w bceo set out in ;,& number of xt:ircmcms. 
The Prim: Mints:.c: !! glad to no-.e the =onf .. -n:w.ic:. ir. your letter lhal Sian Fein 
will join the dialo,uc. The exploratory talkl will be a viul step in lhc: pl'OCCSI 
of consolidating a luting peace iD Nortbml Ireland lhroup a eommun 
commitment to exclusively peaceM methods and tbc dcmoc:ralic process. 

Thank you for informing us dw Mr MartiD McGuinnc:u will rc:prcxru 
Sinn Feia in &!lac mauen. Mr QuemiD Thouw, Depuly Secretary al rbe 
Nonhcm (rewid OMc:c. will lead the tarn o( officials rcprcscmiug the 
Government at the fine meednt. He will be wrido& c()chy 10 Mr �kGuiMc:ss 
abouc the deWlcd arTaqcmem.s, and wdl be proposiag thar rile 111�-c1111g should 
be held in Belfasc on Wedm:sday 7 December. 

RODEIUC LYNE 

1 Gerry Awuns. Esq. 
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[Eaplontory talkl. For montac .lobbr, 1 Dec:embcrJ

N0,10 PUSS STATEMENT 

On 21 October the Prime Minister anDCIIJDCCd tlw. the Qivcrnincru wuuld be 

ready 10 c.onvene explorll.OI}' talJcs wim Slnll Fein before the ouu or rhe year, 

on the aNUmptio11 that the IRA c:cascfiR wu i=nded "' be permanent. 

No. 10 has now written tO Sinn Pein to propose a � • 7 �mher • for the 

opening of Ibis exploratory dialo,ue. Al. tbia mcctina '°' Government wilt be

represented by senior officials �DC Wldcr Ministeri&I uirccdon. '111c "l"'=nm& 

a.ad conliimalion of the dia1olue o( caurac dcpcl1da on Sinn tl1tin'11 cnntiru,11:d 

commlancm '° exchuively pcacefUl mcchodl and the w:mOC1":ldc proce.\s. 

No.10's letter is attached. The NIO will follow up by m�kina dctnih:u 

arran1emencs. 
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