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JOHN HUMPHRYS
The time is ten past P.ighT. Roth the British and the Irish Gover iment now ogroo
that there is one overriding obstacle standing in the way of a pE �ceful settlement
in Northern Ireland, the great cashes of arms and explosives h1 Id by terrorist on 
both sides. rhe Irish Prime Minister Albert Reynolds said last nigl t that there could 
be no successful conclusion to the peace proce,;s before that h 1d been resolved.
He also �aid Sinn Fein recognis11d the fact, the Sinn Fein lfl<1n1>.r r, .. wy Adams will'be making en Important speech tonight supposed to be an important 
announcement in that speech. On the llne now is the chair me ri of Sinn Fein in 
Northern lrelend Mr Mitcht:I1 M<.;Ldu\:ir11in. Good mornin9, 

MITCHELL McLAUGHLIN 

Good morning John.

JOHN HUMPHRYS
There can obviously be no point in holding onto weapons given ,hat this peace is 
permanent. 

MITCHELL McLAUGHLIN 

W�II I think the people would recogn,ce the difference betweer e cease fire end
a permaMnt peace, I think that we do have a considerable amm r,t of work to do,
although I do believe e very significant beginning, has already o< :;;urred and I looK
forward to all of the parties involved in this long running co, flict agreeing to
commit themselves to processing this matter to a successful c, inclusion. 

JOHN HUMPHRYS 

You say people would recognise the differQr.ce between a lease fire and a
permanent peace, I was under the impression we were being le, .d to believe that
what was happening in Northern Ireland now was irrevocab � that they had
permanently rtinounr.ad vir.ilAnr.P.. 

MITCHELL McLAUGHLIN 

Well let's' hope that we have a permanent peace John, what we r iilVen't got as yet
because we are not even in the neeeesary negotiations is agreemt ht on the politice'
structures for the Island of Ireland. Those very very crucial neg, ,tiations are now
possible because the British Government has moved to engage ir the process end
I think that we are at a very significant moment in history. 

JOHN HUMPHRYS 

But you can't expect other parties to anv negotiations to sit dov 'n at a table with
you on the assumption that if things don't go the way that Sinn F �in, for instance,
wants the !RA might pick up the gun again. 

MITCHELL McLAUGHLIN 

Oh I think that that's a very legitimate concern, I think its imp< irtant always to
recognise that what has happened is that they that those who we •e involved In the
war so to speak have agreed to step beck, no one has been deft ,jted, no one has
be$n forced to r.urrender. The politl�iGl'ls now have tho oppo �unity, o unique
opportunity to come together and to agree between them a set of democratic ...
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MITCHELL MCLAUGHLIN (continued) .... structures that would l'l'lake it impossible for the Gun to co1 1e back into Irish
politics, that certainly has been Sinn Fain objective all along.
JOHN HUMP1-mvs
But when you use language such as step back that Is going tc fuel the fears of 
loyalists in the north isn't it? That if things don't go quite you way then they'll 
step forward again and you can't hold talke under this sort o threat can you?
That's what the last 25 years has been all about.
MITCHELL Mc.LAUGHLIN No I think that in every other conflict situation there w�s in fact ; pause there was 
a a an opportunity created by those who wert! directly in, olved in fighting
ag r eeing to allow negotiations to begi'l. I think that the prod 1ct of sueeessful 
negotiations and hear I agraA tnt�lly with Albut Fleynolds, Th., product of 
successful negotiatiois will be that ell those who are iri possusic 1 of weapons will
agree that they be surrendered. 
JOHN HUMPHRYS
But the whole point about what is hap.t)onini now 1s rhat wA'v, b<.t<.tn told that it
is much more that just a pause to use your words. 

MITCHELL MCLAUGHLIN I am describing the circumstances and the opportunity and how that opportunity
was created and l'n, trying to do in e realistic e fashion as possib �. for exampl8 to
insist that as a precondition to either side or to any side that the r must surrender
th�ir woopona before people will talk to them does i1, f�ct i11vit1 Lt1is v�ry fragile
consensus on the moment that presents itself to collapse. Sc I think that the 
people should engage and that they should engage with a v:ew to consolidate with
the opportunity. 

JOHN HUMPHRYS
So no weapons will be handed over at least before talks will be /in?
MITCHELL MCLAUGHLIN My view end I think that I have an informed view over this mattE r, is that there ie
a �on:<::ic1P.r 11hlR l'!fT'IOtint of distrust both in the British Govern men o trock rooord inIreland and in the feflure of constitutional politics over the last 70 r;ears for it to be
realistic to expect that either the IRA or indeed the loyalists , rould hand over
weapons b1tfore there is clear evidence that those politician, 1 have seriously 
engaged and that there la a consolidated prospect fot an agree ;,ent on political
structures. 

JOHN HUMPHRYS
Mitchell Mi;;lwu1,1l11ir, Lltilnk. you very muct,.
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