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llar,lier in J;he 1<11161',,- Fo:rei:gn MiniJt:"er Oicft Spring� took -time
-·--

from the wheeling and dealing over the Whelehan �ffiu.r to reflect with me on 'the event-1 of the last five week,,, Northand South. In the Georgi1tn splendour of Iveagh House, the B.Q, of the Department of Foreign Affa.irs in Dublin, I 4alcedhim for his gut A•sessment of the prospects for peace,

!l'apai&: At this stage I Ul optimistic and I thinlt for everyday that goes past without violence in Northern Ireland from,certainly from the IRA aide, and hopefully from the other side, I think that is a •tep in the �ight direction. It'a going to take tilue- and r can understanc! people wonde�ing andqlloat�oning but I wi:,uld hope that over a period. of time without violonee everybody will c� to accept that the Wllr isover, that we want to enter into a denioc:ratic politica.l negotiation and th4t we want to bring all eide■ into thosenegotiationa. 

Int;Qrvjm.,u:1 But you 're pretty •�e now tlult the wa.r is over?Why a.re you eo sure? 

1'a,naiw1 Well I'm as sure ii11, as sure you Cil,ll be about�Yt.hing in the sense that there haa �een as far as l'm concerned fairly definita confirmation frcm !inn Fain/Ut& thatthey have brought an �nd to the milita.:y operations, they have e:,q,reesed the desire to get involved in dU!Ocratie politi�■4!ld they want to be involVed in inelu■ive negotiations. I alee think there ia a IIU.nd-eet, North 411d South, at the
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present time and I'm not sure what the reasons for this are -._ 
is it generational, is it passage of time? - that indicates to 
me that the war is over, that people want to get involved in 
democratic politics, and perhaps also there is an acceptance• 
that if you continued with the violence, you weren't going to 
achieve anything, In fact as the violence erupted over the 
last 25 years, I think it drove people further apart in tenns 
of the attitudes in the South, whatever eyinpathy there waa for 

- -�-snrn�"Fein '?'RA :20rJO yearF a�o, ior ever
y

vioiene-·incid"orit,'·"for� 
every explosion, for every killing, I think it drove people in 
the South further away from Sinn Fein/IRA, a.e their electoral 
returns would suggest, and fr0111 what they we.re looking for. 

;Interviewer; Why do you think the Sritish aren't so

convinced? 

Tanaista: Well I think the British have a different 
constituency to the Irish Government and I think they are very 
mindful of their constituency. I also think that the Prime 
Minister has to be wary in relation to his Party Conference 
coming up very shortly. Perhaps after that Conference, when 
he �•ts an opportunity of outlining what he wants to do in 
relation to Northern Ireland, he lllllY have more freed0I11, But I 
balieve that they are coming closer to accepting it, and evtUY 
day that soes by without acts of violence is helpful to the 
British Government, and I would think over a short period of 
time they may well be in a position to say, • rig�t, the cloc::k 
ia ticking. we are going to allow the threa month period and 
start negotiation•. 

rnteryiewer1 But isn't it extraordinary that at a time of 
such hope and optimia aftec 25 yearG of awfulnea1 and 
depression that we oeem to be locked on A single word. 

wanaiate: Well, yee, 1 don't think that•• the �eality. I 
mean, I think that, in effect, if the British Govarnment had 
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said •please sa.y complete" tha IRA were never g,:,ing to say it,· 
or Sinn Fain wouldn't use it, I think that's part of the • 
hi•torical-problem, I don't think we should get tied down on 
t.be·word. r think what's important i$ what iulppens on the 
ground, what i11 being said and I think that, in fairneaa to 
Mr, Adams in the States, he has tried to get roand, if you 
like, the deadlock in relation to the wording. But let's not 
hold up wha.t everybody W?lnt=, I also think that in r$lation 
to the acceptanGe or otherwise of the permanence, there is 
probably a peychol0yical :dnd-sct which fras to4:i .. --chanqj(i.-:"' � 
don't think that anybody belie�d two years ago, indeed if not 
six months ago, that this would actually happen, I think 
that's going to require a huge shift in attitude from a lot of 
people on all sides of the divide in Northern Ireland, and 
people will have to say KNow, OK, the opportunity ia there, 
what are we going to do with it, how are we going to use the 
cpportu.nity, let's get involved, let's get stuck in and let's 
do aomething with itn. 

Interviewer: But bn 't there a. kind of logic in the arguments 
that were being put fo:rwa..rd by Ken Magin.nil! in Al!leJ:iea in the 
interview on the Larry King Live programme, that how c,n you 
have a ceasefire when there is still thousands of tonnes of 
weapons somewhere in this country, 

Tanaiste: Well I think you have more than a ceasefire. You 
have a pe:cnanent cessation of violence and I respect what the 
concerns e�preaaed by Ran Magin.a.is, and they are �oncerns that 
the Irish Government would share, Of course there are caches 
of arms all round the country, North and South. If you take, 
for exaltlple, others who would have come away from violence it 
would appear that they never surrendered their a:i:ma. But I 
think that's something we will have to discuss down the line, 
and I would hope that with the sta.blieing of the permanency of 
the eesaatioa that we will then move on to discuss tboae 
matters. There az:e a lot o:f matt•ra which have a.risen in the 
last, say, :five weeks in terma of what's going to happen to 
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prisoners, �n terms of what'a going to happen to the •rma 
I think quite fr.uikly they are isaues to be diecuBBed down 
line. Let's s4rt working on the political side of this. 

and 
tba. 
Of 

course ther& is no need for arm, now that one h&e given up the 
violence, But I don't think it's going to be eaay to get 
those guns until we see that we're aotually milking progress, 
But I would hope that the Governments can convince those who 
luive the arms to sur:reoder thBill, and that means arms from all 
sides, let's get the ame out of the equation, I thiclc we are 
in-process of teldnc; th:? viol&nc,;i out· of""fille equiition. :::Let'·• 
get the arms out of the equatlon as well, 

rnte:r;viwer1 when you say all sides, iire you also talking 
about the official arms, the Britiah military preaence a• 
well, are they p.rt of the equation? 

'.lapaiste: Well, I think ultiDa.tely, I'm talking pr�ily 
about the Loyalist arms. ! mean we are of the view, and I 
think it's well understood by all sides, that they obvio119ly 
have supplies of arms which they got ovu the last number of 
yeare as well, 'they have got to be t�kllll og,t of the equation, 
In relation to the British army aiid the presence and obviously 
the job they are doing in Northern Ireland, if we remove the 
violence from the contlict, if we have a verification of the 
removal of violence, which obviously would mean the arms being 
hiiLnded up, then I think you will see the serious withdrawal of 
British lll:1IIY troops from the streets of Northern Irel&.ad 
bee.tu .. they won't be required there, l think t�t's the 
ultimate ain of everybody, and I sure that the people who 
presently feel they are bein� protected by the British� 
will feel that that protection is no longer nec:eaaary, b.cauee 

the threat of violence will be removed, 

hte:ryieyer: Tanaiste, you said yourself at the last Anglo 
Irish Conference Meeting tut the British and the Irish 
Governments were both on the same trcck, �oviog at alightly 
different speed1. I think within the British establiabiaiant 

. ... ----

ll!OOS 
mc:-u◄ 
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there is, you would recognise, same concern th&t perh.a»■ the 
Irish GoV'llrnment is IIIOVi.ng too faet, and th&t perhaps ra.ther ·
more e�ly than should .be, the IRA/Sinn Fein, the ltepublican 

movement, is being politically rewarded, CM I say, for 
stopping doing something that they shouldn't h�ve started 
doing in the first place. 

!l'angiste: I wouldn't say they &re being politically rswa.i:dad, 
I would say that they are being politically facilitated . 
.ll.fter all the Do-,mtllg St. 7)eolaratTon ·111ade it"';ery ela� tb_;t 
if the violence came to an end, that there would� a generous 
response from both Governments. I think that, arid I kno,.. the 
expression was used previously about being politically 
rewarded, there Are no rewards for ending violence. But there 
are opportunities, and those opportunities obviously extend to 
people 11.Ild organisation who have been involvod in violence an 
both aides. The ultiniate aim from my perspective, ia that you 
are bringin� people into democratic politics. obviously 
people will have to go before the people in due courae and 
take their chances like all of ua do in election• a.nd to get a 
!114ndate for themselves, The Sinn Fein organisation ha• 10, of 
tbe Nationalist vote, 101 of the vote, in Northern Ireland. 
They obviously are entitled to express their views, but the 
big ohAI1ge that haa taken place now aa far u I am concern�, 
is that they are not subscribing to violence as a mean• of 
achieving political ailu. Wo have alw-aya said, every 
Gove.t"nment in the South has said over year■ that the�• 'lfOiud 
be no ctial09ue, no cilscmasion until there ia a �•qunciation of 
the violence. That is there now, ao surely we have to =ewe on 
and open political ch.!lnnelo. 

lRteajMrer: But who else with the political mandate of 10\ 
in Northern Ireland, and 2't or so in t:hia country, gete to 
talk to the Ame.rican Vica Pr�sident? 

fanais�; Well I think you have to look at: it in a diffe�ont 
light. If Mr, Adama is �apable of delivering the Sinn Fein 

ll!008 
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and the IRA away from violence, I don't think it matters if behas a conversation with the Vice President of the OS or any other conversations fer that iuatter. Re's got to shift the••people, he's got to bring them with him and that I think i•being recognised. On the other hand as Ren Magi.:onL!l " t.rould have said on TV and others, I mean they obviously resent, if you like, what's happening in th• OS tc Gerry Adams. I do11't.I think it's a necessary part of the process and I felt the same about hie original trip to the US. There is & hug!._I;_�e�__ AmerJ.can lahey wl-.iclr cv-.,z: �e yearenas b;;;n euppo�tive of Sinn Fein/IRA, far abovo and beyond what we would have 1een a1acceptable. They have to be convinced that what Sinn Fein isdoing now and the track, they are following is the acceptableand only track aud path and obviously that's ,Pi1rt of Adams'tGsk in the States, 

Interviewar! Ccn we tuk a littla bit @out the way forward?What's the rrish Government's perspective on the ne�t lllOVe?

:r«noi@�1 Well I think there is a dual perspeetiva. l"intlywe w•nt to complBte the Frainework Document with the British Government:. �ark on that is going apace. Wa may well hllve bythe end of this month, we m.iy well have brought it to finalityand obviously then that would lead onto a meeting at PrimeMinisterial level, a swnmit meeting, to have that document ratified so to speak, Then that doclllllent would ba put into the public domain. It would be presentad to the parties, andhopefully on presentation people wouJ.d take it for reflectionand for consideration, a.nd than also in the South we a.relooking at astabliahing the �OrllllJ ten: Pe4ee and Reconciliation, which is to facilitate Sina Fein to COlll6 intodemocratic politics a.nd to have a.n opportunity at having discussions with the political parties in the South, which hasn't happened obviously for years. �e would hope that bothof theee would mov-e simuJ.te.neously. We would obviously hopeto re-open round taQle negoti4ticns with all the parties inNorthern Ireland within a matter of months and s� the
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prcx:ess of finding the solution. I think at the moment all wa 
are doing is preparing the groWld for the solution. It waa 
obviously felt very strongly that if we ean take violence out 
of the equation that solving the problem would be that mu�h 
easier, 

:rnter:viawer: You said •we're" hoping to get round table talke 
st=ted with the parties i� the North, Was that a ali� of the 
tongue? Who's the •we"?· 

Tanaiste: No, Sorry, I suppose I can't speak for the British 
G017ern.ment, but the inclusive "we", Both the British and 
Irish Governments are ad idem in terms of wanting to start the 
round tal)le negotiations. Yes, I mean both governments I 
would say in that respect. Perhaps the "we" was representing 
tho Anglo Irish Intergoverllll!ental Conference. 

Interyieweri The Framework Document, obviously I won't preae 
you on what's in it but is it a kind of blue print, ie it a 
template? What is this Fremework D«:Wllent? 

Tanaiste: I would see it as a major statement 0£ principles, 
an agreed statement of principles between both Governments. 
An !lllalysis of the present situation, an 1111alysis of the 
aspirations of both conununities in Northern lreland and, if 
you like, a signpost as to how we 111.i<Jht make progrese, 
Obviously it will look &t areas Where there are eeneitivities 
on both aides. I mean for exa111ple, there is majo� concern 
among Unionists about the Irish constit�tion so obviously.we 
will respond to those concerns. There's concern.a among (the) 
Nationdiet community in relation to the situation, the 
Government of Irelarui Act,NI,that would be looked at and 
obvio�sly the whole question of some linka between Dublin and 
the North, cross-border links and they are the main areas of 
concern. And than you look at the whole raft of areas in 
te:r:m.e of personal rights, in relation to personal freedom, in 
relation to parity of esteem, reapeet for both traditions. I 

ilJ008 
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think you will see everything, if you like, all the iseue• 
tha.t are b�ing 4ebated within Northern Ireldild =d without 
Northern Ireland, 

Interviewer: 5ut will there be .mything in that docwnent 
that'e any more �adical that what was in the Downing St. 
Declaration? 

Tagaiste: Well I think it will be developing on the Downing 

IZJ009 

·---"t.�-net:lara.t:ton and-probabty •;;ill h'a'ITe to1larci,'!ir lip ,;,n �1i«lt-·�·- -:- "
the Governmentg are �repared to do in relation to moving 
forward. What i8 important I thw ie that you have got to 
get Qro58•Qol!llllunity support for thie document. There ie 
little point if we are going to continue the debate on a 
atriotly eo=nity divide, Obviously in term• of the proapect 
of referendums being held North and South, there is no point 
even attempting referend=• unless you have croea-oolll!llunity 
aupport, 

Interviewe�: Why then would you need referenda? If you have 
cross-cmumunity support you don't need referenda. 

T:1Poi1te: I think you would be reinforcing and making a vary 
public statement. Signifying eross-colllllllU1ity support, be0ause 
if there isn't• prospect of cross-collllllunity support, we're 
not 90in� to make progress in terms of finding a solution in 
Northern Ireland. Because if you mo.ke it a atraiqbt 
Nationalist/Unionist issue we all know how the vo�es -.n::,uld go 
in that respect, What you have to do is build in some !o:cm of 
consensus, a,;,me new consensus between the communities, I 
think that's achievable. It may take a certain amount of time 
because a lot of confidence has to ba built up because thare 
is a huge reservoir of distrust in Northern Ireland at the 
�eeent time and I think it's going to require huge etepa 
forward on both the Unionist and Nationalist 00111111unitiea 
toqether. 
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�iever. You lllU.st have taken "' greei.t deal of c0111fort this • 
week from the apparent move by your sister party in Britain, __ 
the Labour-Party, towards a consensu.s on the Downing St, 
Declaration, There is almost a political consensus here. 
That frightens Unionists, it makes them feel that somehow they 
are standing alone and they are being ra.il-roaded into 
aomething that's dark and misty a.nd not to be t�sted, Wh&t 
do you say to reasure them? 

'.fAJJMQ\;e: .Well I hiivu .. ai:d on many occa.s1:oli$, -ew<i I. li&o to 
thi.nk from private convers4tiona that they are listening to 
me, that they have nothing to fear, They should be coming 
along to the table from a position of strength and they should 
be negotiating from that position, I think that the Irish 
GQvernment and the British Government, indeed &8 you say, the

l!lritiah Liiliour Party want to work with them. We a.e lllind.ful 
of their place on the ialand of Ireland, we want to work with 
them, we want to respect their traditions, we accept the 
validity of it and I would hope that they would take the bona 
tides o! the Irish Govermnent. Things have changed in the 
south, attitudes have changed in the So�th, things have moved 
on, lif• has moved on, Wharaas 40 or 50 yeara ago I don't 
think there was an understll.nding or acceptance of the Unioniat 
tradition, I think that ie very firmly anchored ancl rooted �n 
the Irish Govermnent's position aiid indeed all the political 
parties in the South, 

rntu;yiewer: Juet a final q1.cetion to you, You and I are 
:both of an age to remelllber 1973/74 - the last major 
initiative which ·tooked like succeeding• the power sharing 
experiment. It !ell because of a general election in sritain. 
Ie there the dangQr that because of domestic politics in thi• 
country that that could happen again?

Tau•i�te: I would hope not. In fact I would be reasonably 
cerla.in that domegtic politics will be reconciled if I mAY aay 
it that way. rt:oni�lllly a& sO!llebody said to me yesturday, 

ilJOlO 
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here we &re trying to preach peace and reconciliation, end of 
conflict in Northern Ireland a:id we have a domvstic rcw ao 
they aaid � put your domestic row, which is of a lllUch more 
lllinor scale obviously than what we are trying to &ohieve in 
Northern Ireland, put that aaide l!lld g•t on with tho real job 

that confronta the Government". 

Znterviewer: We are 'both talking about the ae.me thing I t11ke 

it? 

hnaiate: r aaawne we are, yes, 

I;rte:rviewe�: The Whelehan affair, 

'l'anaiay: The difference in positions betweGll Fia=a P4i.l iu:id 
�abour in relation to the Preeidenc:y of tho High Court, yea. 

Interviewer: And you aee that being resolved? 

Tanaiete1 r think we are well on the way to resolving it, .rid 

I would hope that we can do that because the prospact that'• 
before us now in relation to bringing peace to this ialand, r 
think ie certain1y WQrth praeervini• 

tnt;erv;l,ewart Well there'e newe for you, Foreign Affaira 

Minister Dick Spring giving ua foQQ for thought. 
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