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• 
ADDRESS BY TANA[STE TO .�CliME:"i FORU,1 
SHELBOURNE HOTEL. Dl.Blli\. 6 JUL y J 9Q-! 

I was very pleastd to be invited here rod2� ,o Jddrtss t.l-iis vpen for:im on 
developments in cross-border trade. 

ACUMEN deserve full credit for having organised rhe forum and for their 
work in developing trade between both parrs of Irehnd. May I also take this 
opportunity ro acknowledge rhe substantial -:omribution made co the 
Programme by che International Fund for Ireland. represenced here today by

ics Chairman \1r Willie �1cCarter. and by the EC ,hrough the I:-.:TERREG 
Programme. 

The Irish Government are strongly commined to the expansion of crade. 
business co-operation and all other forms of economic inceraction berv.-een 
the two parts of Ireland. 

Some have chosen to interpret the Irish Governmem·s approach to 
North/South co-operation, and to the problems of Northern Ireland. as 
involving a devious approach on our part towards the question of Joint 
Authority over Northern Ireland. It is worJ, making the point. dearly and 
unequivocally. chat Joint Authority is not on the Irish Government's agenda. 

To be even more direct about it, we are not seeking. in the negociacions that 
we are undertaking with rhe British Government at presenr. a grearer role for 
the Irish Government in the governance of '.';orthern Ireland. Those who 
keep saying thar Joint Aurhoriry is our hidde!l agenda are eic.'1er se:-iously 
mistaken or deeply mischievous. 

Whar we are seeking is firsc. political arrar.gemems for che goverrur.enc of 
Norchem Ireland which would command the suppor: of che gn:ac majoriry of 
boch traditions in che divided community of Sorthern Ireland. Side by side

with that. we want the closest possible links bec�·ee:, a �orthern Ireland 
administration and the Irish Governmenc. in the incerescs of ihe people on the 
island as a whole. We wane to see chose lir ... l(s expressed in strong. 
meaningful. and dynamic scrucrures chat wuuld !:>ring both pans ,)r° bland 
closer together: thac would facilitace the wo:-k of �ec:rnci!iation be,.,. een the 
traditions: and that \� ould advance:: the pa-:� ,1f e.:ot:omit:. ,;._x:ial. ;:::;lti.:ral. 
ar.d other developments. in order to -:onfe:- :e::efr -�r. the '.I.hole isl:a:h.L That 
has nothing co do with Joint Authoriry ove:- \orthe:-:i Ireland 
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1 • .Jwever deep the political divisions among chc people or Ireland. \orth and 
South. there are Yery few who will concest th.� ., iew thac Irc!anc mat-.:c:'� sense 
as a single economic area. Nobody has c\·er ,riec 10 .,uggest that :here is 
some economic logic to explain the existenct: of a border in Irel:rnd. Rather, 
people of all tradicions in Ireland recognise rhar action across that border to 
develop the unrealisc!d potential of both economies can onlv be ::;enericial. 
We live on a small island of relatively limited resources wtiich h;storv, 
rather than economics or geography, has divided. There are extens;\:e 
srrucrural similarities between the two economies . .'forth and South. In 
consequence. we have a wide range of common interests and strucrun�s. We 
share many problems. of course. but we are also faced, particularly in the 
come;,:;r of the European Union. with a rang: of opportunities and challenges 
which invite a joint response. We are each ;mplememing. in some cases 
joimly. the various policies and programmes agreed wirhin the Europc!a.'l 
Union with a view to achieving gre:lter economic .::onvergence between the 
member States. 

Both our economies share a peripheral status within the European Union. 
We are now the only significant part of that lnion which does not have a 
land bridge to the centre of an immense market of 340 million people. wit.h a 
combined purchasing power of IR£3,400 billion. and which. since the 
beginning of 1993. has been wit.hour barriers or restrictions to trade. 

The creation of the Single Market has meant chat. in an economic sense, the 
border between North and South is no longer of no rdevance. Trade is no 
longer restrained by the regulations which used co be in place. Both pans of 
Ireland now have enormous scope to co-operate and co make the ma.t:imum 
joint use of the opportunities which t.he Single �tarket provides. There are 
clear incentives for business interests North and South to pool their resources 
in appropriate sectors. for example, by fanning joint ventures. in the search 
for commercial opportunities in the wider European context. 

At home. there is considerable potential for tackling unemployment ;n both 
parts of the island by enhanced cross-border co-operation. It is an 
overriding objective or" the Irish Government co take advantage of all 
opportunities to creare new employment for our people. The expansion of 
trade and economic co-operation between '.'forth and South has ar. essential 
contribution to make :n this respect. and I inre:id co do :verything I ;;;in to 
step up the pace of that co-operation. There is no doubt that greace:
harmonisation of the economic effort in both ;2::1s of Irc:land will :i.e:p to 
eliminate wasteful dupl icacion and co ensure:' tha: c.'1e rM�t effecti'.-e :..ise 
possible is made of our resources for the common ?ood. 
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It is perhaps lil.le w say thac neither side, North or South. ha.� ::s -. �: 
appreciated the full significJnce of the export market which e�im. ,,:i :[S own 
doorstep. At present. manufacturers in the Sourh sell onlv one ihmi :is much 
per capira in Nonhc:rn Ireland as they do in their home m�ket. Th.::1r 
Northern Ireland .:oumerparts. in curn. sell only one si:uh as mu.:h per capita 
in the South as they do in Northern Ireland. 

By contrast. Denmark (with a similar population) achieves sales per capita 
on ics home markt:t which are twice as high as those achieved bv the: 

combined efforrs of our economies North and South. 

It is no exaggerarion to say thar the failure ro unlock the full ;:,otemial for co
operation between the rwo economies on this island is of a tr:igic wa�te of 
opporrunity on borh sides. 

The resources available to the Irish people. North and South, have never 
been utili:sed to their full strength and capacity. Trade and business co
operation have been inhibited by decades of murual indifference ar.<i 
suspicion and hy a deep-seated unwillingness to look at the market most 
immediately available on the other side of the border. Co-operarion on 
infrasuucrural development co address the mulcipliciry of shared problems 
has been all coo limited. 

The result is a degree of under-perfonnance by both economies ovi:r many 
years and a failure to realise the goal of full economic and social prosperiry 
in both parts of Ireland. 

The welfare of one part of the island is ultimarely indivisible from char of the 
other. A gathering such as today's Forum illusrrares this poim ixr�uasively. 
The furure economic prosperity of this island will. in my vie\l,. de;,end 
crucially on the degree to which we cJn consrruct cogethe:- an "ali-i-sl:ind 
economy". The challenge for tJ1e present gener:uion muse be :o harness our 
two economies co a single purpose: the welfare of everyone living or. this 
island. 

A cemral objective for tht: Irish Governmenr. and a personal priomy for 
my�elf as Tanaisre and Minisrer for Foreign Affair,. is to do :ve:-:, ,:;::1g 
possible to improve rhe· ma:erial well-being of all the people ,,f Ir�!;rnd. 
'.'/or:h and $ouch. \\".: are ;;ommictc:d in our Progr2.;rune for G,i,er;i.r.i:nc ro a 
con�prehensivc �cc u�· policic:il and .::i:onomic p0lici:s designec :o :'-.i:-,:::.::- �!1at 
aim. 
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I see it as the task: of the presem generation in Irish policies [O res0!,·e the 
tensions of r.he past and to construct a frame\l,\),k for lasting pe2cc :rnd 
stabilicy in Ireland. The future will be built :iot on confromauon hut on a 
secure foundation of dialogue and co-operation. 

One of the key areas for co--0peration het'-1.een us is the pursuit of qreacer 
integration of our economic efforts and resources in order to enhan�e the 
standard or living for people in both pans of the island. 

This is an area which calls for bold and imaginative thinking. both a[ the 
Government.al level and in the private sec:or. and a willingness on [he part of 
all of us to cross new thresholds. We must lifr our sights :o the almost 
endless possibilities which exist for pooling our efforts in the common 
interesr. 

The systematic developmem of co-operation between North and South is an 
area of endeavour which transcends political differences but which at the 
same time has a distinctive contribution to make to the promotion of mutual 
confidence and goodwill and to the elimination of tensions berween our 
various traditions. A lasting economic partnership between North and South 
is of vital importance to the achievement of lasting peace and reconciliation 
among the people of Ireland. 

The benefits of such a partnership are real and substantial. For e:tample, 
cross-border trade currently amounts to around £ 1.3 billion per annum. It is 
realistic to see this figure more than double in the medium term to £3 billion 
per annum. Economic predictions for the South are very promising. Over 
the next ten years economic growth could average 5 % per annum. It is 
expected that living standards will rise from 72 % of che EC average in 1990 
to 83 % by the year 2000, creating major opporrunicies for business to supply 
the resulting consumer demand. 

It is apparent. therefore, thac there is vast scope for productive co-<)peration 
between Nonh and South. The Irish Governmer.: are ready to e:<plnre this 
to the full over chi! coming years and to develop co-ordinated approaches and 
joint initiatives across the widest possible range of sectors. 

At the intergovernmental level. we have bee:i making the fu!le�t ;:,.:•�sible use 
of machinery pur in place by the Anglo-[rish Agreement of 1985 '.,> expand 
North-South co-operation in different sectors 
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The Anglo-Irish lnrergovernmemai C:inr"c::-enc�. of which I am io1m 
Chairman. has been discussing in t!et.:1il rhe possibilities which e:lisc for co
operation. We art: exploring on a secror by secwr tia:.is ways in which we 
can co--0rdinatc: and racinnalise our acciviries for tht:! beneric of both pans of 
the island. Among che subjects which we have discussed over the past year 
have been fisheries. emerprise and employrnem and science and technolo2v. 
We imend at future meetings of the Conference co s.:onsider the prospects ·for 
co-operation in rcbtion co transport. health. energy. trade and tourism, and 
other areas. 

\Ve have rn::ide a number of important decisions in tht:! Conference on 
infrastrucrural improvements which are dt:!signt!d co assist trade and business 
co--0peration. One e:r..ample of this is the dt:!cision to modernise che rail link 
between Dublin and Belfast. an undertaking which will be completed in mid-

1996. 

A major project which was recently completed is the restoration of the 
Shannon-Erne Waterway. which flows through three counties located on both 
sides of the border and which the Secretary of Stare for Northern Ireland and 
I jointly opened in �fay. This project. which cost IR£30 million. links the 
Shannon and the Erne. the two main waterway systems in Ireland, and 
thereby creates one of the largest waterway systems in the whole of Europe. 
We expect this unique amenity to have a significant impact on the economy 
of the border n:gion. especially through tourism. 

The rwo Governments have also been co-ordinating closely to ensure that a 
strong and effective European regional poiiq. 1s maintained. In preparing 
our respective Development Plans for the current round of Structural Funds. 
we have incorporated a joim chapter which highlights the scope for cross
border economic co-uperation. 

We have already joinrly implemented the rirst l�TERREG Programme for 
Ireland and :--ionhen Ireland which endeavours co assist border &reas to 
overcome development problems associated with their peripherality. The 
activities supported by l�TERREG. one of which. of course, is the Acumen 
Programme, are a ve�� practical exampk of what can be achieved through 
regional partnership. and I !ook forn·ard co the succ:ssor Programme which 
the two Government, are c:.irrenrly devc!oping with the Europe:i.n 
C t11nmission. 
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There is an increasc:J awareness on the p:1,: vr" the:: trade development boards 
in both pans of frc:iand (rhe Industrial De, i:!!1�_-menr Board in the :-.orth and 
An Bord TrachL'.ila 1n the South) that the marker positions of Irish 
encrepreneurs must be constantly strengrhenec in the face of exrernaJ 
competirion. There is therefore regular co-operation between both on trade 
promotion abroad and othc::r acrivicies. The rwo boards have. for e;tamole, 
carried our joint promotions in the US and in Britain co encourage retailers t0 
srock products from manufacturers North anr.l Souch. These joint promotions 
have proved highly successful. 

Private sector organi�acions have al�o been very active in promocing co
operation. I have had rhe pleasure of hearing at rirsr hand from 
represencacives of IBEC and CBI/Northern lrc:land about the encouraging 
work of the Joint Council which the two organisations established some time 
ago. 

Let me refer briefly at this stage to a numb<!r of specific areas in which I see 
partnership between the rwo Governments and the private sector yielding 
lasting benefits for b<.>rh parts of the island. 

First. the environment. We pride ourselves on the unspoilt nature of our 
island and on the positive environmencal image whicb we enjoy abroad. Our 
environment represents nor jusc an asset to be preserved in the interests of 
maintaining and improving our quality of lik fr is also a natural resource 
which we can use co achieve economic and indusrrial growth. The Irish and 
British Governmems are conscious that we muse act jointly to protect this 
resource. We must do so in conjunction with :he private sector. with each 
acting co ensure that the environment is nor damaged and that infrastructural 
development is sensitively carried out. A comprehensive partnership in this 
area will yield signiticam spin-off benefits in rdation co tourism 
development. r.he maintenance of high quality agriculrural producrs and the 
anraction of high technology requiring a clean environment. 

Toe spin-off industries associated with the de\·e!uping interest in 
environmental qualiry and procecrion could aisn be of great importance in the 
Irish context over the corning years . 

.-\ further are:i which could provide parricul;;.r 5cope :·0r co--0peration is 
foresrry. espet:iall: !il the border areas. Thi� :, Jn :ndu.stry which provides 
an envirurunemally .:ie:in source of income :� :.�eas ·.:.·here there :ire ·:er:-, few 
�uch opporrunine� ,rnd which has cuns1de�ib:c p0re::,i:il for expansior.. 
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A third area is rhar of relc:..:ommunicarions .:0-oper:1::on. I see s1gnifa:anc 
s.:upe for s:ontinued improvement and mo<l::rnisauoc or the 
cei::communic:uion nc::tworks which will. of ..:uurse. help business :--iorJi and 
S1.>uth co e.tploic cht: growing opporrunities :n related arc::as such as home
based working and telemarketing. 

A fourth area is sub-contracting. The Gtm:!rnment already assists small and 
medium-sized emerprises co avail of opporrnnicies w meet the supply n�ds 
or other firms loc:ltt:d domestically. This prngrammc:: might be extended on 
an all-island basis. so char che development ;,os�ibilicies of supplying the 
mulcinacionals based in both Norrh :lnd Soulh could oe exploited on an 
island-wide basis. 

A fifth area is that of n:search and developmc:m. Collaboration in the all
important field of research and technology is making possible projects that 
neither part of Ireland could suscain on ics own. The pooling of resources 
becween third-level instirutions and research facilities North and South 
ensures thac both parrs of Ireland become: increasingly competitive in this 
critical field. 

Anoth::r area is the pooling of market researc.:h on overseas markets. There 
is general agreem::nt that high-quality. targec�d market information and 
research is one of the most effective ways tu open up and develop markets 
and char North-South co-operation in this area in this area would be very 

re1,1,arding. 

In the same g::m:ral context. a generic branding programme for particular 
sectors would be of great benefit to individu:il small and medium-sized 
manufacturers when they are preparing to e:1!�r markecs. 

One of the most significant n:sults of !he i:�tablishment or the Single �t:irkec 
and !he GA TT agreemem ha:- bt:en the operung up of public procurement 
markecs. in Ireland as dsewhere. I am anxious to see North-South co
operation in this area deepening and che procdun:s becoming more 
transparent. so chat rirms t'rom both pares of !,eland can reap the benefas of 
more open public purchasing. 

Wh:!t I h:m� described arc but :i handful or ::-.c ,,r�:is :n whicn we ,;an work 
togec.'1.er in .1 real and tangible way w ad\·an-:� ,r.e .;,)mmon good. 
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There are many more in which valuable .:oo?e:-at1on is already underway and 
is yielding imporcant results. 

The scope for expansion or our common agenda 1s. :n fact. limitless. 

But the full measure of what we can achieve :ogemer will be denied to us for 
as long as violence stalks the land. The conrinuafion of this debilitating 
drain on both of our economies imposes a huge burden in terms of bnth 
direct and indirect cosrs. [t also deepens the divisions between Irish people 

and reinforces the barricades which people like you and I are trying co 
dismantle. 

Peace would transform all of that. The establishrnenr of lasting peace 
would remove this rinal impedimem to cooperation between North and South 
and enable us at lase to realize our full potential as a people. 

Peace would revolutionize the prospects for both economies and extend 
dramatically the scope for integration and cooperation between them. 

We could exploit our narural economic advantages. both North and South. 
making maximum use of strengths such as our unspoit environment. our 
skilled workforces and our high quality products. We could realize, for the 
first time ever, the full potential of our island in terms of tourism revenue, 
foreign investment and trade. There is no question but that peace would 
significantly increase the attractions of both parts of Ireland for foreign 
investors and tourist5 and would also stimulatt.: trade and exports. bringing in 
all cases additional employment. 

Furthermore. the enonnous securiry expendiru�e which we must each bear at 
present could be allocated to productive purposes. Action could be ea.ken to 
stimulate economic and social regene,ation on cir.t:er �ide of the border in 
areas affected by the violence and unrest. A vasr array of cooperari\e 
projects across the border could be facilitated. Through the active pursuit 
of joint policies and approaches, we could maxirnise the benefits available to 
our two economies from our joint membership of the European Union. 

This is the vista which would be opened up ::y a permament ending of 
violence on all sides. Peace would :-.:rn ::ie k:y to a future of genuine 
partnership and cooperation among all sections r.f the Irish people. Can 
an� one doubc that char is what the overwhe!mi.:g ::.ajority of the Irish 
peopie. North an<l South. w1nt - and io "r.::h :�:::, :-iave the :nose profound 
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entitlement? Thar is the future which \\t: demand. both f,,r our::;e!\es a.nd 
for our children. 

Jonathan Swift remarked chac che real patriot is a person who can make rwo 
ears of corn grow whc:re one has grown previously. I would like chose who 
currently support violence co reflect on the contribution which rhey can 
make, as real patriots, by abandoning violence forover and allowing a new 
Ireland to emerge in which all of our resources, North and South. can be 
used co maximum advantage and profit for all of our people. 

Many different factors have their contribution to make to the ending of this 
conflict. which has been so costJy in human and material terms and so futile 
in a situation where our common interests greatly outweigh our differences. 

The most obvious and pressing requirement. of course. is that those who 
engage in violence on both sides should cease: to inflict this imolerabk 
burden on their fellow citizens. The Joint Declaration has removed the last 
vestige of justification for violence and has provided a political alternative 
which is honourable for all. While negotiations against a background of 
peace would immeasurably enhance the prospects of a successful outcome, 
both Governments have made clear that no group has a vero on progress. 
We will continue our efforu. building on the Joint Declaration, to find a way 
to replace suspicion and confrontation with new structures of cooperation. 
We are currently working our between us an outline framework which we 
believe would best secure this objective. 

It is important to recognize, however, that these efforrs on the part of the 
two Governments are not taking place in a vacuum. Rather. our prospects 
of ultimate success are affected significantly by the extent to which activities 
such as your own demonstrate the tangible benefits to be had from 
cooperation. While the work of the business communiry North and South 
takes place independently of politics. it is making. as I indicated earlier. an 
important contribution to the development of �oodwill and reconciliation 
among Irish peoplt: of all traditions. It undermines the appeal of violent 
extremism on both $ides and it highlights the very real gains ,o be made 
through political accommodation and consensus. 

We in Government recognize this profoundly valuable dimension co y0ur 
work. which compkmems our own effon:s tci .1c:iieve !asring peace ar.c 
stabiliry. and ,.,,,e look forward co a mengrherjr.g of this contriourion ,_, •. e� the 
years ahead. 
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