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For Immediate Release January 30, 1994 

Statement by the Press sacretarr 

This afternoon, Attc=ney C-eneral Jane� Reno issued a waiver
to Gerry Adams' ineligibility for a visa to 7isit the O'nited 
States for a conference oo Northe=o Ireland hosted bv t:ie 
National :ommittee on Americar. Foreign Policy �n New.York Citv on
Februarv 1. ¥..:. Adams will be issued a limited v�sa for the sole
purpose.of a�tending the co�ference on�y. The Attorney General 
actQd pu=suant to a recommendation by the Secretary of State. 

h The ?resicer.t sup�orts this dif:icult decision a�� believes
lj it will r.e�p acvance the cause of peace i� Northern Ireland, 

over the last decade, t.he O'nited States has refused Mr. Adams a 
visa because o! iis involvement in terrorist activi�y. Eis last
reques� was denied in April 1993 for that reason and he remains 
ineli�ible fo= a ,isa. However, the Joint Decla=ation issued or. 
Dacembe= lS, 1993 by British ?=im& ��ister Majer and Irish Prime
Ministe= �eynclds offers an �istoric opportunity for peace. 

rt Today's decision rep=esents the Adm!�istration's effort to do our 
/I part to s�ppcrt this important peace process. 

In making -::.he decision to waive Mr. Adams' ineligibi!ity, 
the Adlr.ir.istration sought assurances from Mr. Adams that he would
renounce violence and support the Joie� Declaration. Following a
meeting with ou= Consul Gene:::-al in Belfast ., Mr. Ad.1JILS made 
constructive comments on bath these points. Ee reiterated �is 
desire "to see an end to all violence and an end to this 
conflict." Ee stated that i-::. was his "personal and ?olitical 
priority to see an snd to the IRA and an end to all other 
organizations involved in a.rtted actions.• He also moved forw�d
in statir.g h::.s willingness to "seek to pers�&de the IRA to ��ke 
de::ini-=::.ve decisions on the coZlduct. o! its campaign." And he 
stated t.:-i2.t he is "a::ixious �o embrace [�e Joint Declaration) if
it he�ps tee peace process" an.d that he is "_prepared t.o go the 
extra m::.le. • 

We are also encouraged t!ia� Mr. Adams •unreservedly 
condemn[ed)" t.hree bomb threats on Ja�uary i1 in San Diego 
reportedly claimed by the So�thern Califo=nia ZRA and, in 
addition, condelll?led "all attacks o� innocent. civi�ians anywhere."

These s<;atements =epresent positive steps toward peace by 
Mr. Adams =d can mova th� proces� forward. It is therefore in
the interest of peace that the United States reach out to Mr. 
Adams to press him to go forward. We are hopefal that enabling 
him to attend the conference in New York will encourage Mr. Adams
to make peace and help bring an end to �he tragic cycle of 
violence that has plagued the people of Ncrther� Ireland for too 
lon;. 

Th• cons�l General in Belfast or Dublin·will issue Mr. Adams
a visa c! strictly limited duration to allow:his attendance at 
the conference only and will prohibit any direct. or indirect 
fund.raising, His travel will be limited to a 25 mil• r,.,l;ui:: of
the conference. 
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