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1. As you are aware, the announcement of the appointment of

senator Mitchell as ''Special Adviser to the President and

Secretary of State for Economic It1itiatives in Ireland" waa

made at a ceremony at the White House this morning. The

President introduced Senator Mitchell who subsequently made

some brief remarks (transcripts are attached). Also present

were the Deputy secretary of state, Strobe Talbott, the

National security Adviser, Tony Lake, Nancy Soderberg of the

NSC as well •• ourselves and the British Ambassador.

2. In hia remarks, President Clinton referred to Northern Ireland

•• "an issue ot: central importance to me and to our country".

He •aid "we stand on the verge ot a new and peaceful erain

Northern Ireland". (In a late addition to the eoript he

welcomed today's invitation by the British Gover?llllent to Sinn

Fein to begin an exploratory dialogue by December 7th), He 

added "at this hopet:ul and historic moment, it's essential to 

create more economic opportunity in a region whose prospects

have been so blighted by bloodshed. There must be a peace

dividend in Ireland t:or peace to succeed. Peace and
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prosperity depend on on• anothar .. ,That•s why our initiatives 

to revitalize the economy are so important, and why% wanted 

someone of great talent, great stat1.1ra and great wisdom to 

lead in that effort here in the trnited states," 

3. Besides overseeing the White House Conference in April and

implementation of the other initiatives announced last month,

the President said that he had aslted Mitchell "to explore

additional opi;,ortunities tor helping peace and prosperity grow

in Ireland."

4. xn accepting the appointment, senator Mitchell said that he

wa11 "pleased and honored". Ha said that the leadership of

President Clinton in bringing about this foreign policy

success 11has been significant and too little appreciated".

:Referring to his Irish background, Mitchell said "the chance

to work on Northern Ireland at this hopeful time means a great

deal to me. My father was the orphaned son of Irish

immigrants. I have visited Ireland, I look forward to

cooperating with the hardworltinq people of that beautiful

island." Mitchell said that he will be talting up his

appointment on 10 January 1995,

s. Mitchell will have an office at the State Department and a

small full-time staff working with him. Specifically, he has

appointed to his staff Ms Martha Pope, the outgoing sergeant

at-Arm11 of the senate (and a former stafter of the senator's),
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BC-CLINTON-MITCHELL 
Transcript of Remarks by President Cl!nt0n in AJmoun�, 
Appointmcnto!Occrge Mitchell To: Narlonal Desk Contact: 
Whiic Ho� Ptc.u Office, 202-456-2100 
WASHINGTON,�. l /U.S. Newswire/ •• The followin& is a 

tramcript of remad.:s by President Clinton in announcing 
appointment of George Mic.chell: 
The Oval Office 10:27 P .M. EST
nra PRESIDENT: Oood morning. Ladies and gentlemen, today is 

!he last day o! this session of Congress, And, therefore, it's 
the last day that all o! 11$ in America have the privilege of 
having George Mitc:hell iis tM Senato Majority Leader. I will 
personally miss him veey much - his wise counsel, his support, 
his strong leadership for the American people. 
I know that his colleagues on boLh sides of the wle and � 

American people will also miss his lcadcrship, and the 
thoughtfulness and the couraae that have distinguished him 
throughout his Ion, ciuccr. My rc�t about his retirement is 
tempered, at least in some meuure, by the fact that as one 
ebt.pter in his life of extraordinary public service closes. 
another is opening. 

Toda.y, Senator Mitchell has aerccd to work on an Issue of 
ccnlftl impcnum� LO me and to our country u S�illl Adviser 
to the President and the Seerewy of State for &cnomic 
lnidati� in In:land. We sW1d on the verge of a new and 
peaceful era in Northern Jreland. For over three months. lhcl 
historic �fires between the IRA and the loyalist 
parliamentary groups have held. I welcome today's invitation 
by Downing Street to Sinn Fein tO begin an exploratory dialogue 
by December die 7th, 
A �t llDd lutin1 seuleme11.t that respects the ria)lts and 

traditions of the two communities in Northern Ireland is, after 
so many years of bloodshed, finally within reach. But at this 
hopeful .uid rustoric moment, it's essential to c=te mo� 
economic oppomuiity in a region whose prospecu have been so 
blighted by bloodshed. There must be a peace dividend in 
Ireland for the peace to succeed. Peace and prosperity depend 
upon ono another. 
Ono o! the most imporwu way, that ute hen, in the United 

States can ensure that peace takes root is to promote trade and 
investment in the areas of Ireland that have suffered the most 
!tom violtnce. 'Ibat'a why last month we announced our Economic
Initiatives for Ireland. They're a mpon.se to the call of all
the parties in the region for the development that will help
them to lift themselves out of the cycle of conruct and
despair. 

A£ we have in the p:i_<t, the United States stands ready to 
nelp those who arc taldn& risu for peace. To do that, we11 
work in close cooperation with the private sector bcre in the 
Unil.c:d States and with Britain. Ireland end other concerned 
parties in Europe and elsewhere. Ultimately, of taurse. the 
success of the peace process will depend most on those who have 
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been mOSt affecr.ed, on whether they believe it will Jive them a 
better tuturc. 
That's why ow initiative, to help vitalw! the economy ate 

so imporunt, and why I wanted someone of great talent, great 
stature, and great wisdom to lead 111 that effon here in the 
Unite4 Stares. No one nib lhaL bill like Ocorgc Mite.bell, 
He will oversee the White House Conference on Trade and 
InVatment in Ireland which will be held in April of next year 
in Philadelphia. 
I've ukcd him to ensure implementation of all the 

initiadve, we am!ouneed last month. to explore additional 
opponunitieJ for helpina peace and/,rosperity grow in Irdand.
He'll consult with the International und for Ireland, with the 
Con� 1111d wiui others to ,ucngdleo the fuod'• ptt>�s. 
He'll also begin a dialogue with the European Union, its 
individual member nations and other nations to promote economic 
devclOJ)ment in all these areas. 
I believe in the week, and months ahead, the people of 

Ireland will come to I'C$J)e(:t and admire George Mitchell just as 
much as all ot us here in !he United Stares have. 
George, I am delighted today to be able 10 say thank you, 

aglliD, for public service and nor just farewell. 
Senator Mitchell. 
SENATOR MITCHELL: Thank you very much. Mr. President. Mr. 

secrewy, Mr. Ambassador, fri1m1.1$: l'':' pleucd and honorod to 
be here today to accept the post of Special Advi&cr to the 
President and Secretary of Sea= for economic initiatives in 
Ireland. 
For the people of Northem Ireland. this Is a time of great 

hope after many years of deJpair. The leadershiP. of President 
Clinton in helpina to bring about this foreign policy su.ccess 
hu been si,nificant and too little appreciated. I commend him 
for his c:our..-=ous support of die pea� pro�. which hu 
played a key role in creating this moment of opportllllity, The 
President has also designed the creative array of economic 
initia.tives we are undeitaldng •· actions which will omr
opportunities to Americans as well as to help make � 
<:essation of violence in Nonhem Ireland a lasting one. 

Tbc chance to work on Ncnhem Ireland at this hopeful time 
means a great deal to me. My father was the orphaned son of 
huh lnuniJrlllts. I have visited Irel..uid. I took forward Ill 
cooperatin1 with the hard-working people of that beautiful 
island. 
JU Majority Leader in the Senate. J have had 1.be opportunity 

to meet remukable people •· here in America and from other 
pan, <lf the world: heads o{ government. !cadets in business 
in indusuy, those in the forefront or community development. 
I look forward to renewing many of these ac:quaintanc:es. and to 
work to inctNSe economic: opportunity in Northam Ireland and 
the border counties. When people have a chance for a steady 
job, home ownership. srcater prosperity !or themselves and for 
their children, they are mui:h less likely to fall into the 
destructive patterns of violence, crime and sectarian hatred. 
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As the Presidut's announeeme.nt of our economic initiative is

noted, Americans should be in on the ground floor of these new

oppommidr.:1. This will be cood for us. :md good for Irish 

peace and rec:onciliation. I take ircat satisfaction in having

this announcement made on a day on which rm confident the

Senate will join the House ill affirming America·� c.:unuu.itmcnt to

free trade and open markets, and pater prosperity, by passing 

the historic OA 1"T Aireemenl4 
Toe economic initiatives for Northcm Ireland will not be

handouts; rather, in the spirit of OATI', they will be open 

dootS - 1radc and investment - so that Americans can prosper

fl'01'J\ the new climate in which barriers of all kinds arc 

collapsiD&· 
And finally, rm glad to be embarking un a mission which hat

broad support in this country, from both sides of the aisle. in 

both Houses of Consrcss, and amen& the American people. I mow

that both communities in Nonhem Ireland want pellCC and 

prosperity &-1 well 
The slllllCA for p&aee in Nonhern Treland I,; obviously

primarily a mauer for those most directly involved: the

people of Northern Ireland, the go..-emments of Great Britain

and the Republic of Ireland. The American role will continue

to be one of supportin& the effo?U of the British and Irish 

&ovemments tO make that dream a reality. I am proud tO be a

part of !hat effort. I thank !he President vcr'f much. I will 

assume this position on January 10th, and I look forward to a

s�ceaaful conference on economic initiatives in Northern 
Ireland. 

Thank you very much, Mr. PresidenL
nlE pkE,SIDSNT; Thank you. 
SENATOR MITCHELL: Thank you, Mr. Secretary, very much.

SECRETARY CHRISTOPHER: Thank you. 
THE PRl!SlDBNT: Than!L'. you, la.di� lllld ,entlcmon.

Q Senau>r Mitchell, do you anticipar.e working on the peace

process. and perhaps oeacc talks between Brid.sh and Irish 

·repiesentatives7 
Q When'I the wedding? 
nm PRESIDENT: Do you want t0 answer that qne.,tioa, Georie?

0 Senater, when's the wedding? 
Tim PRESIDENT: ae wanu to wail until ranuuy 10th to llnSWer

other questions. (Laughter.) 
SENATOR MITCHELL: lo December.
Q When? 
Q What arc your plans for this weekend, Senator? (Lau&h!er.)

Q Senator. are you goin& to the conference in Belfast - the

invesmient confcmlce in Belfast? 
S�NATOR MlTCHELL; I'll be di,cussing lhs �n!e=• with

Sec:retarY Brown. but l'm not a.ssuming this position until 

Januuy 10th. Therefore, I don't ex� to be aclivc on the

rnatter until then. We still htve to go up and pass OATI now.

Thank you very much. 

©NAI/TSCH/2021/96/11 

la)oovoos 



Q This weebnd? (La\lihtcr.) 

nm PRESS: Thank you. 
EN'Ol0:35 A.M. EST -0- /U.S. Nowswite lOl-347-2770/ 
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