
Reference Code: 2021/96/11

Creator(s): Department of the Taoiseach

Accession Conditions: Open 

Copyright:  National Archives, Ireland. 
May only be reproduced with 
the written permission of the 
Director of the National 
Archives. 



• 

41002,003 
� 0021003 

ci0 

On August 31, President Clinton welcomed �he IRA 
announcement of 1ta decision tc join· th• political process and to 
end its campai9n of v�olence. He pledged that the United States 
would continue to &s&iit in advancing the eau■• of peae• and 
reconciliation in Northern Ireland, in full su�port of the 
process initiated by British �rime Minister John Major and !�i•h 
Prime Minister Albert Reynolds in their Dowr,in9 Street 
Declaration of December 1993. 

In view of the role of Sinn Fein leacer Gerry Adame in 
bringing about the IRA'a ceasefire announcement of August 31, the 
Administration authorized a waiver ot his ineligibility for a 
U.S. visa ·in order to permit him t"o •risit the United States .nd 
to explain his views on the peace process in Northern Ireland. 

In light of that historic announcement and the peace it has 
brcu�ht ov•r the last month, tha Un�ted State• is today lifting 
it• longatandinq ban on contacta between C.S. officials and 
members of the Sinn Fein party so that a dialogue may begin. In 
a brief con�ersation this morning,· the Viee �raaident informed 
Mr. Adama of thia, action. We expect that thia dialogue will b.ke 
place primarily through our Embaaay in Dubl!.n and our conaulate 
General in Belfast, and that it will help advance the search for 
a ju■t and lasting peace in Northern Ireland. This dialogue ..,ill 
be consistent with the United States' practice of maintaining 
contacta with political parti•• throuqhout the world that seek to 
advance thei:i;- political objective• by peaceful means. 

A• a firat step in this dialogue. a meeting with Mr. Adam• 
to discusa the peace process will take place at the Department of 
State. ·ruesday, October 4 hosted by Affll::assador .1ohn Ko::-nblum, the 
Senior Deputy A1ai1tant Secret&ry of St.ate !or European .and 
Canadian �ffairs. Alllbassador Xornblum will be join�d by Leon 
Fuerth, Aa�iatant �o �he Vice President for National Security 
Affairs, Nancy Soderberg, Staff Director of the Nation&l Security 
Council, ana other State Department and NSC ot·f1chls. Attachad 
is a letter from National security Advisor Anthony Lake inviting 
.Mr. Adam• to th1a meeting. 
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Thar.� you for your letter ot oetoDer 1 to Pre•ident CLinton 
r•qu••tinq a m•eting �ith the OS Adminiatration to discuss the 
peace process. 

A� ��u know, :cnq•s:anding US polter has been :: trohib:: 
cor.:.ets bet�een U! officials and Sinn rein c!:�c�als. :inoe :�• 
anncuneamant by ehe !RA ot the oeaa•tire last ��qust. he�ev•r. 
th1: ?Olley has bean under review. I am pleased cc Lnfc:� you 
:ha: in l�g�t of tha: hiator�c announcement a�d :he peac1 �ro�qht 
a;c·.:: bj,' :!"l• I!\A o,:er t)'\e l:u: r.1cr.th. :.he itres�dent ·�a. ::tci.ded 
to :Lft �he ban on contacts with Sin� Fein of!1eiaLs 50 :hat a 
dLa:ogu• with tS o!!ieial• can begin. 

we 1..:wite i'OI.I· to begin the dialo;ue e..rl1• th.1• ·.·eek .,..hila you u•e 
in 'liuhington. Consiatent _with cuatomary- practice, the dialogue 
would bec;1n· at a meetinc; •.d.th 11S olficiall at th• Oepartment ot 
State. several Whit• Kou•• official• would also.participate. 
Thil m•etinq would be the be9inni09 ot a proc••• of enga9•m•nt 
with Sinn Fein that would incraa,.,,,.. event• progrea1ed in 
Northern Iraland toward �••c•. 

It 11 our hope that we c•n aaaiat in assuring the IRA eeaaefire 
remains for 900d ang 1rreveraible and that we can a■aist in 
bringin9 other1 who eontinu• to uae and support viol•nce to eea,e 
to do ad. Ouring th• me•tinq. we would expect to discuss ways to 
a11i1t Sinn rein in solidifyin; support for the political 
proe•••• how beat to assiat in promoting talks under the Forum 
for Peace and lleconcilhtion proposed by Prime :<finiater �eynold• 
as �ell •• the round-table talk• convened by th.e Irish and 
Britiah government• aimed at reachinq a lasting and j�St 
agreecnant with all involved parties. we would also axpect to 
cU,acu•• a nor111al,izat10n of rel&tiona ..,ith Sinn Fein party 
offici•l•.•� proqreaa is rude and to aolicit your via..,s on 
tanqible waya the uni.ted States can h•lp promote trade, 
inv■stment and economic proaper1ty in �orthern !reland. 

Ycu: role in brinqing 41:)01.lt the I�i\ ceasefire ·.·,u a eou:::-19e0.:..a 
at•� forward tor peace which will beneflt all the people of 
Non:hern !re land. I look tor•.·.ard to ye"Jr enter::.ni a d1a log�e 
wit� the �nited Stat•• to advance the qoal o! a lasti�g ;■e�e. 

Sincerely, 

��?LA 
Anthony Lalce 
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