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,. 
AMBASAID NA h�IREANN, LONOAIN 17. GROSVENOR PLACE, 

SW1X 7HR 

, 
IRISH EMBASSY. LONDON 

28 October, 1994, 

Mr, Sean O'hUiginn, 
Assistant Secretary, 
Department of Foreign Affair■, 
Dublin 2. 

Dear Assistant Secretary, 

Telephone: 0171-235 2171 

Fax: 0171 •245 6961 

Reflections on the Coneery,ative Party conference 10-1, October 

Introduction 

The Ambassador, Mr Wrafter, Ma Nolan and I were in Bournemouth 
for all or part ot the Conference. 

The atmosphere of such an occasion merit• a more detailed 
description than is appropriate here. Th• number of firms and 
organisations exhibiting at the Conference Centre waa greater 
than at the Labour Conference in Blackpool, the aura of 
constant ho■pitality more pervasive - some eleven thousand 
persona were accredited by ths organiser•, and special 
marquees were erected in the grounds of the Highcliff, the 
"conference hotel", 

The thorough security arrangements characteristic of 
Conservative Party Conferences were maintained in 1994, To 
enter the conference area you had to pass through an elaborate 
screening process in the garages of the building, and over the 
final two days of the conference a giant orange zeppelin, 
illuminated at night, appeared over Bournemouth, to assist 
surveillance by the police, 
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Demonstrators and canva••er• of all kinda confronted you on 
leaving and entering the conference centre. On one day there 
was an anti-nationaliet demonatration mounted by hard-line 
visitors from Northern Ireland, Placard• w•re waved showing 
ghoulish picture■ of bloodied hand■, etc .. One of these 
carried a picture of Gerry Adams with the caption: "Wanted 
Dead or Alive", Another had a blood-atained picture of the 
Taoieeach, John Hume and Gerry Adama. Peter Robinaon was 
rumoured to be in Bournemouth but waa not in evidence. 

Leaving the conference at the very end, on a bright and cold 
afternoon, with "land of hope and glory" still in your ear■, 
you met what could only be called a rabble of old-age 
pensioners clutching one another and pleading for the 
abolition of VAT on fuel, a• though that were aomething on 
which the conference might have taken a deciaion. A lady of 
84 smiled when I told her I was Irish (and not a Coneervativa) 
and said her two sister• married Iriehmen; "but they're all 
gone now". 

overview 

The main issue for the Conservatives in Bournemouth was how 
the Prime Minister and the Party would respond to the centrist 
policies of "new Labour" under Tony Blair. 

The right wing, led by Portillo and Lilley, sought to place 
"clear blue water" between the Conaervatives and Labour by 
adopting an inflexible line on European integration, 
re-affirming the Thatcherite economic agenda, with a view to 
cutting peraonal income tax, and in general by criticieing 
Labour aero•• a range of issuea. 

On Europe in particular, a 1J10re 1110derate policy is advocated 
from within the Cabinet by auch figures as Douglaa Hurd and 
Michael Haseltine. The pro-Europe Conservative■ tend also to 
be "one nation Tories", ea9er to emphasise what economic 
growth can do for the lea■ fortunate. 

It is indicative of where the Conaervative Party now stand■ 
that the Chancellor of the gxchequer, Kenneth Clarke, who is a 
moderate, felt unable, before the Conference audience, to take 
a clear atand on behalf of Europe and of socially cohesive 
economic policiea, 

Major's own speech waa regarded by eome commentator• as the 
beet of hie political career. Delivered in a low key 
conversational atyle, it drew it• loudest applause for a 
defence of the national health service, unepecifio as to 
policy, which evoked the poverty in which Major'• own parent■ 
lived in old age. The Prime Minister portrayed Tony Blair's 
policies as a conversion to Conservative values. While 
emphasising that the commitment to "ownership and choice" will 
always distinguish the Conservatives from Labour, there waa 
little in Major's speech of the rhetoric of "clear blue 
water". 
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Nevertheles•, de•pite the moderate tone adopted by the 
Prime Minister, it remain• open to the Conservative& to fight 
an election campaign baaed on 

the economic recovery in general and tax cute for 
the middle claaa; and 

what might be de•cribed ae the "British nationalist" 
agenda as applied both to Europe and to Labour'• 
proposals for constitutional reform, including 
Scottish devolution, 

The accusations againet Miniatere Smith and Hamilton that they 
took money to put down Parliamentary Queation• in the 
interests of the Bou•• of Fra•er eurfaced only after the Party 
Conference. Apart from the haggard appearance on the platform 
of Lady Thatcher, following the recent accueation that her aon 
benefitted financially from arma transaction• in the 
Middle East, the "sleaze faotor" wa• very much in the 
background during the week in Bournemouth, 

Northern Ireland 

Ae hae often been pointed out, John Major'• aucc•••ful 
handling of the Northern Ireland i••ue has done a great deal 
to improve both hie personal confidence and hi• image in the 
Party and in the country, 

Hie principal concern in Bournemouth wa• to retain broad 
support within the Con•ervative Puty for a process of 
negotiation baaed on the Downing Street Declaration. For the 
debate on Northern Ireland, which waa held on the Thursday 
afternoon i111111ediately after the Law and Order debate, the 
leadership cho•e a motion "aaluting the Prime Minieter's and 
the Taoiseach's courage in securing the Downing Street 
Declaration" and calling on the Briti•h Government •to leave 
no atone unturned in the pur•uit of peace consiatent with the 
right• of the people of Northern Ireland to determine by 
democratic meana their future", 

Some four-fiftha of the approximately fifty motion• put down 
had taken a more Unioniat line, based on the idea that the 
British Government should be a "perauader for the Union". 
Although thi• was clearly the reault of a behind-the-scenes 
campaign by a minority, the adoption by the conference 
organisers of the more moderate motion deecribed above 
represents a determined policy move by the Government. It 
also reveals a secret of Conaervative Party conferences, 
namely that the "Union of Conservative A••ociation•", which 
organises the event and i• nominally independent both of the 
Parliamentary Party and of Central Office, in fact takea a

lead from the Party Chairman and the Government. 

During the early days of the Conference, the Northern Ireland 
Area Council of the Conservatives lobbied intensively for the 
"North Down Amendment•. This was put down at the last moment 
and was along the lines of the rejected motions referred to 
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above. It would have deleted the reference to the Taoiaeach 
from the main motion and added the following phraee: "and 
actively to persuade all the people of Northern Ireland that 
their beat future lie• ae full and equal citizen• within the 
United Kingdom". 

The North Down Amendment obtained l,100 ■ignature■. ln all, 
about 11,000 persons were accredited to the Conference, of 
whom between 3,000 and 4,000 were delegate• entitled to vote. 
The view among expert•, including thoae un■ympathetic to the 
amendment, was that the North Down Amendment waa well 
supported as these thing• go and poeed a genuine problem for 
the Party leadership. It wa• also generally underatood that 
the amendment had a Northern Ireland Conaervative, aa op�osed 
to Ulster Unionist flavour, and that it drew aympathy mainly 
from the right wing of the Party. 

We received assurance• from Britiah Government aourcea, 
including from Sir Patrick Mayhew at our reception on 
12 October, that the amendment would not be accepted. 

In the event, the Loyalist ceaaefire announced on the morning 
of the debate on Northern Ireland (13 October) eneured that 
the Conference debate took place in a favourable atmoaphere 
from the leadership'• point of view. Sir Patrick Mayhew'• 
speech, which stuck closely enough to principle• agreed 
between the two Governments, waa received politely, with no 
great enthuaiaem but equally without any untoward behaviour on 
the floor. 

The "bottom line� of the Conference - whether judged in term• 
of Mayhew'• and Major's speachea or in term• of the motion 
overwhelmingly carried by the member•hip - i• that the peace 
procese remains firmly on couree, This is not to ignore the 
disquieting point• to which attention ie drawn below. 

Fringe Meeting• 

a. On the evening of 10 October, the "Conaervative
Integration Group", made up of repreaentativea of the
Northern Ireland Conservative•, held a meeting attended
by about 200 people at which the general theme waa that
what happen• to Northern Ireland today, in terms of
weakening link• to the Union, will happen to parts of
Great Britain to1110rr0w, David Trilllble MP, waa in the
audience. At this and at other aimilar event• he eeamed
willing to lend encouragement to opponent• of British
Government policy without neceaaarily aubacribing fully
to what was being said. A leaflet handed out by the
Northern Ireland Coneervativee at thia meeting could only
be described as intemperate, referring, for example, to
"the mythical concept of two communities in Northern
Ireland",

b. On the morning of 11 October, • atudy group made up
essentially of succeesful young journalist• (e,g,,
Charles Moore, Editor of the Sunday Telegraph and
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Matthew O'Aneona, leader writer on The Tim••) launched 
their pamphlet "Ul•ter after the Cea•efire". Thie ie a 
deneely argued, but also ungenerous text, premieed on the 
idea that Northern Ireland should be fully integrated 
into the United Kingdom and that th• R•public ahould b• 
content with the usual style of friendly relation• 
between separate sovereign stat••· A• Mr. Wrafter ha• 
reported separately, the author• of the pamphlet 
acknowledge that they made little impact on the 
Conference as a whole, 

c. At lunchtime on 11 November, Mr, Enoch Powell addre■■ed
an audience of perhape 400 at a fringe meeting organi■ed
by "Conservative Way Forward", a right-wing preaaure
group, To an audience under the away of indignation,
Mr. Powell outlined at some length hie theais that ever
since 1920 a devolved government in Northern Ireland has
been seen by London •• aimply a ■tapping atone toward■ a
united Ireland. When Peter Bottomley MP asked a question
that went against the emotional tide at the meeting -
namely whether an agreement having the aupport of the
UUP, the SDLP, and Kilfedder'a party should be discounted
by the Parliament at Weatminater - Powell replied "yes"
to vast applause. Powell did not, however, agr�e with a
questioner who wondered whether there should be
incentives for members of the minority to leave Northern
Ireland,

I spoke briefly to Mr. Powell before the meeting. Once
the Iriah Embassy W&I mentioned he aaked, not unkindly,
"are you part of the game plan?". As I grappled with
this cryptic communication, he went on MI am trying to
ascertain how senior you are", I replied that I waa
hoping to have a word about Herodotus and Thucydides
because &8 a student I enjoyed his great work on the••
authors, especially hia "Lexican to Herodotus". Powell,
momentarily forgetting the pan-nationalist conspiracy of
which I might form a part, steadied hie •Y•• - focused
somewhere in the distance - and murmured, "thank you for
reminding m•"•

d, David Trimble addressed a fringe meeting late on
Wednesday afternoon, We were unable to attend because of
a clash with the Embassy's reception. Trimble told me,
when he arrived at our reception, that on Molyneaux'•
instructions he had praised John Major in hie remarka and
that the only newsworthy item in his speech was its
praise for Tony Blair,

The Debate in Conference 

The background to the debate is described above. It wa• 
announced at the beginning that there would be no amendments 
to the main motion, Sir Patrick Mayhew was applauded on 
taking his place on the platform. 
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The proposer of the motion, Councillor Mel Shepherd, opened 
his speech on the line, "thia ia the Conaervati.ve and Unionist 
Party". The Prime Minister's caution vis-a-vis the IRA wa• 
justified. "We are not all happy that the peace proce•• ha• 
involved a foreign •tate", but better Dublin than Sinn �6in. 
There must be no cross-border authority. The claim in the 
Irish Constitution ia unacceptable from a fellow member of the 
European Union. 

Leonard Fee, of the Northern Ireland Con•ervativ••• while not 
explicitly opposing the motion, referred to the l,100 
signatures collected on behalf of the North Down Amendment and 
suggested that "the devolutionist elope" could lead to "a 
nation in tatters''• Would England on its own have been 
allowed to opt out of the Social Chapter? 

Mr, Graham Brady, a leading Party activist from 
East Berkshire, referred to the Prime Minister's place in 
history. "We are desperate for peace but must proceed with 
caution," Mr, Brady put down a •erie• of markers! the people 
of Ulster are British, there must be no amne•ty or let-up in 
prosecutions, America must support the punishment of terrorism 
in the UIC, 

Mrs. Dorothy Dunlop, a councillor in North Belfa•t from 1975 
to 1992 and now a member of the Northern Ireland 
Conservatives, praised John Major as a Prime Mini•t•r "who 
would not have entered into the Anglo-Irish Agreement", 
Integration, not devolution, is the anawer. 

Bob Neill, Deputy Chairman of the Conaervative Party in the 
London area and a former Parliamentary candidate, apok• next. 
He had accepted our invitation to dinner with the Ambaa•ador 
the previous evening and said to us afterwards that hie speech 
had been influenced by th• conv•r•ation on that occasion. 

Mr. Neill referred to his visit to Dublin'in January ae part 
of the Coneervative Party Foreign Affairs Forum. He eaid that 
in Government and Oppo•ition quarter■ in Dublin, he had found 
a spirit of openness "worthy of recognition and tribute• 
againat the perspective of history. There had been 
expr•••ion■ of regard both for the Prime Minister and for the 
Secretary of State. 

Solutions in Northern Ireland would require •tate■manehip, 
restraint, caution, breath of vision, and generosity of spirit 
- values for which th• Conservative Party standa.

One should not "bang the drum of rhetoric" but seek a fair 
outcome in which the people of both tradition• can place their 
trust. Peace in Northern Ireland would be a Conservative 
victory and a Major victory. 

Myrtle Boal, a Conservative from South Belfaat, aaid that 
prayers for peace have been answered and that Northern Ireland 
should be governed in the same way as the rest of the UK, 
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The floor was then given to Elizabeth Jones, a Conservative 
Party activist from the We••ex area, who began her spaeoh by 
announcing that •he was born in the "Protestant and Anglo
Irish tradition" in Ireland. We learned that M•. Jone• was 
prevailed upon to epeak by the Party leadership. Apart from 
Bob Neill, she was the only speaker who appeared to have taken 
on board the thruet of Major's and Mayhew'• policy. 

Ms. Jones said that "calm tones are vital for peace". To 
understand what i• happening, a long perspective i■ needed and 
a senea of the "deep and tragic struggle" brought about by the 
plantations. For hundred• of yeare, in Lady Gregory'• worda, 
"hatred answered hatred". Ona mu■t learn from history. The 
Downing Streat Declaration is a "breakthrough of breathtaking 
proportions". There is great goodwill in the South of 
Ireland. Stateamanehip requires a cool head and cool word■, 
This is what Mr, Major is providing, 

The debate was wound up by Sir Patrick Mayhew, in a speech 
carefully prepared over a long period. It included a number 
of elements, mostly favourable from our point of view, which 
were not in the script as issued but which we learned had been 
typed up in advance for insertion in the speech in response to 
points made in the cour•e of the debate. 

The text of Mayhew'• speech is annexed below, It present• the 
IRA statement as a response to the fortitude of the people of 
Northern Ireland and to the Downing Street Declaration, seen 
as representing• "common front against violence". Speaking 
eight days before Mr, Major's second Belfast visit, Mayhew wa• 
cautioue regarding the British re•ponse to the ceaaefire, but 
the speech looks forward to a political settlement "based on 
really wide aupport"t 

"Just aa some Unionists fear that a united Ireland will 
be impoaad, •o some Nationaliat■ ■u■pect the reimposition 
of an unreformed Stormont with one aide permanently 
dominant and the other permanently •ubordinate. Bach 
fear is equally groundleae. 

For no settlement could stick, and it must ■tick, unless 
it extends aero•• all strand■ of political relationships 
and equitably serves both aides of the community. 

It has to embrace those relationships within the 
community in Northern Ireland. Thoae relationships which 
Northern Ireland ha• across the border, with it• 
neighbour. And those between the two governments within 
these islands." 

Mayhew'• office drew our attention to the paragraph on page 
nine of the speech on unemployment among Catholics, The 
assertion that Catholics have a much •tronger chance of being 
unemployed is a rebuke to academics of unionist aympathiea who 
have tried to avoid drawing this conclusion from the 
statistics. 
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Another pa••age of the ■peech expree■e• the hope that 1110re
Catholics will join the RUC and critioiae■ those "whether fro111 
near or far" who pronounce the RUC unacceptable. Thie could 
be taken as a jibe in our own direction, although 
Revin McNama.ra remarked to me that it refers to a speech made 
by him in Belfast on 30 September. 

Some of the addition• to the acript alao deaerve to be

reported. 

At the outaet, Mayhew added the re111Ark that "we are persuader& 
for an agreement to be determined freely by the people of 
Northern Ireland". This is significant in the light of the 
campaign on the £ring•• of the Conference to have the 
Conservative Party declare itaelf •a perauader for the Union". 
In the same context, the Secretary of State aaid that "after 
two ceaaefiree, we muat not depart from the Downing Street 
Declaration" . 

In the section of the speech on the framework document (page 
ten), Mayhew said that the aim ia to promote an agreement to 
be reached "by the partiea and by the two governments where 
appropriate" - which 1eemed to be an echo of our own point of 
view. 

On the other hand, in reapon■e to one of the •peaches from the 
floor, Mayhew referred to Article■ 2 and 3 a• a "■tumbling 
block", 

There was an un•cripted reference to the need to "bring to 
book" the perpetrator& of violent crime•• It can be •aid, 
however, that in the Party Conference context, there wa• a 
spirit of leaderahi� in Mayhew'• decision to approach the 
topic of violence via a vivid de•cription of Loyalist crimes 
in Greyateel and Loughinieland, 

Mayhew'& speech, which concluded on the theme of "bridgea not 
rampart■", received a standing ovation, following which the 
motion wa■ approved overwhelmingly by a show of hand•. 

Balloted Motion on the Union 

There i■ a practice that on the laat day of the Party 
Conference, a motion i■ selected at random for a epecial 
debate. On this occa•ion, the following motion wa• cho•en: 
"Thi■ Conference agrees with the Prima Hiniater'e view that 
devolution will lead to the break-up of the Union. It 
therefore calla upon the Government to continue following its 
preaent policie•.• 

An effort wa1 made by Northern Ireland "integrationista•, 
diaappointed at the rejection of the North Down amendment, to 
provoke a reaction in their own favour at the devolution 
debate. We learned that there wa• contact between Mayhew'a 
office and Ian Lang MP, the Secretary of State for Scotland on 
the night of 13 October to ensure that Lang'a reply to the 
debate would clearly diatinguieh the case of Northern Ireland 
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from the strongly Unioniat position which he would be taking 
on Scotland and Wale■, 

This was done. The fir■t paragraph of Lang's speech stated, 
"we had a good debate on Northern Ireland'• spacial 
circumstances yeetarday, And ono of the atrengths of our 
United Kingdom is the diver■ity of it■ people• and the way in 
which our con■titutional arrangement■ can accommodate them", 

Mr Lang threatened to filibueter any Bill introduced by Labour 
to set up a Scottish Parliament and a Weleh A■selllbly, This 
vigorous policy was matched by some of the rhetoric used, in 
particular the phrase "■hortaighted nationali■t■ and 
socialists" which in A paragraph which al■o referred to 
Dunkirk and Alamein had rather extreme connotations, 

Some other aspects of Lang'• speech deaerve comment, 

First, some of the rhetoric about the "Northern Irish" 
constituting one of four great nation• wa• jarringa "fighting 
to uphold freedom and de11100racy ,,. Bngli■hmen, Scotsmen, 
Welshmen and Ulstermen have stood shoulder to ■boulder•. 

Secondly, Mr, Lang's attack& on nationalism in a UK context as 
a "pernicious, sterile and malignant force in political life" 
had a strange ring at a conference in which so lllllny of the 
major speaker• went out of their way to axpraes oppo■ition to 
European integration, 

Th• Prime Minister'• speech 

The Prime Minister's speech was preceded by a video film for 
which the light• were dilllllled in the hall and which showed in 
turn material on over•••• investment in Britain, the Downing 
Street Declaration, the Prime Minister'• vi•it to South 
Africa, and Bori■ Yeltain at Chequers, It was noticeable th.a.t 
the film-maker• had no uee either for Continental Europe or 
the United States, 

The overall thrust of the speech is described above, 

The central political message on Ireland wa■ that the British 
Government would follow up on the Downing Street Declaration, 
but in its own time and in its own way. Some of the material 
in the speech, including a reference to the murder• of 
Airey Neave and Ian Gow, were designed to demonstrate to a 
Conservative audience that the Prima Minister ie not soft on 
Sinn Fein, 

l A Foreign Office source informs ue that a favourable reference 
in the draft speech to the Taoieeach and the Irish Government 
was removed by Downing Street. It ia perhapa less aurprieing 
that the Prime Minister, following the example, I believe, of 
every other speaker .a.t the Conservative Party Conference, 
found it possible to avoid any mention either of John Hume or 
the SDLP, 
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Ealba••Y Reception 

The Ambassador ho•ted a reception on the evening of 12 
October, There was a high turnout of MP• and Minister•, 
including Sir Patrick Mayhew who with his wife stayed tor 
perhaps one hour. 

The media made use of the rec•ption to conduct a nwnber of 
interviews with MP■ about the expected Loyali■t ceasefire, 

We had invited David Trimble MP to attend - he waa the only 
Unionist MP attending the Conference - but he •aid that 
because of the fring• meeting r•ferred to above he would be 
unable to aeeept. In the event he not only came but remained 
until the end, engaging in vigorou• argUDtent with a nwnber of 
other guests. During the brief period I apent in hi• compeny, 
he said that the Catholic coD\11\unitr in Northern Ireland haa
thrived in compariaon to the dimin ahing minority in the 
South. Jlllllea Craig "did not gerrymander Stormont", although 
local government is another 111Atter. The Anglo-Irish A9reemont 
leaves "unfiniahed buaine■a", Dublin ha• a foot in the door 
and "that foot will be ■t&111ped on", D11•pite these •t•rn 
views, expressed over pints of beer, there waa a certain 
exasperated warmth and humour in Trimble's prea•ntation and we 
should perhaps not underestimate hie gesture in deciding to 
come along. 

The Ambaasador hosted a dinner aft•r the reception for 
prominent members of the Irish community and for a few 
sympathetic Emba••Y contacts in the Con••rvativ• Party. Ae 
stated above, Bob N•ill told u■ that a■ a reault of the dinn•r 
- or perhap■ in the light of recent controversiea one ahould
say the coover■atioo at dinner• he determined to 111Ake the 
intervention de•cribad above.

Looking to the Future 

The positive aap•ct of the Conference from our point of view 
is that the Britiah Government ie firmly committed to the 
Downing Street Deol&ration and to a proce•• of negotiation 
baaed on the principles contained in the Declaration, and now 
has the formal backing of Confer•nce for this approach, The 
Government line wa• •tated in the Prime Minister'• epeech, 
Mayhew's contribution to the 11111in debate, and interv•ntion■ in 
various context■ by the Party Chairman, Jeremy Hanl•Y, by 
Dougla• Hurd, and by the Secretary of State for Scotland, 

Leas encouraging i• the manner in which thia approach ia being 
justified to the Conaervative Party. What is being •mphaaised 
is the potential triumfh for Major and the Conservative■, the 
safeguarding of the Union, and the isolation of the IRA and 
Sinn Fein. Apart from limited efforts by Sir Patrick Mayhew, 
the leadership appears to be making little attempt to •ducate 
the Party in the realities of Northern Ireland or on the 
constructive role played by the Iri■h Government and the SDLP. 
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No-one who attended, e.g., the fringe meeting addreaaed by 
Enoch Powell, can doubt that there is at leaat aome unea•e in 
the ranks of the Con■ervative Party at th• direction of 
Major'• policy. It •truck me, however, that thia does not 
tranalate into eupport for the int•grationiat line of the 
Northern Ireland Con•ervative■, deapite effort■ on their part 
to link their ideaa to pro-Union sentiment on Scotland and the 
anti-europeanism of elements of the Con1ervativ• Party. It 
could also be argued that it is the Parliamentary Party, 
rath•r "the Shiree", whoee opinion ultimately counta, and that 
the Parliamentary Party is firmly behind the Government. 

Conclusion: despite a lack of clarity in gra■s-roots feeling, 
a balanced constitutional settlement will poae no political 
problem for the Prime Miniater. Thi■ verdict would be leas
certain if there were to be an open rift between the Britiah 
Government and the UUP. 

A furth•r tentative obaervation ia that the integrationiet 
line tends to come from those whether in Northern Ireland or 
Britain who see the Republic aa a •foreign country", not 
neces■arily friendly. Such people are diamisaive of any idea
of the Irish people, North and South, in the non•political 
sense of that term, They tend to have frequent recour■e to 
the term "Ulster•, 

The corollary of this - in the Conaervative if not in the
Labour Party - is that mo■t of those who are willing to expend
some effort to defend the Iri■h Government and the Iriah 
dimension in �eneral see Britain and Ireland ae havinv, in the 
words of one interlocutor, "the elo■e■t of relation1hip11 
except in the formal aenae", Our friend• within the 
Conservative Party put eonaiderable empha■i■ on "the totality 
of relationships", For the moat part ther are leee willing
than their Labour counterpart• to think, n poat-imperial 
mode, in term• of the shedding of unwanted co111111itments. 

Your■ sincerely 

� '3� 

ff Philip MeDonagh
Counsellor 
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