
Reference Code: 2021/48/134

Creator(s): Department of Foreign Affairs 

Accession Conditions: Open 

Copyright:  National Archives, Ireland. 
May only be reproduced with 
the written permission of the 
Director of the National 
Archives. 



• 

AN RUNA(ocHT ANGLA-EJAEANNACH 

BEAL FEIRSTE 

26 July 1994 

Hr. Sean O hUiginn 
Aaaiatant Secretary 
Anglo•Iri1h Diviaion 
Department of Foreign Affair•Dublin 2 

Dear Asaiatant Secretary,

ANGLO-IRISH SECRETARIAT 

BELFAST 

- � �onfid1ntia1
-�-

Yi■it of Brigadier MQnro
The new British Ar1ny chief in Belfast, Brigadier Seymour Monro, visited here today with the chief civil re�reaentativein Belfast, Eric Dal%ell. (The civil repreeentativea are NIOofficial■ who liaiae with the public on behalf of the BritishArmy.) 

Monro arrived here in April tor a two-year tour of duty, Heia a Scot, the son of a eerving Mini■ter in the Scottish Office, and belong■ to the Queen•• own Bighlandera �egiment. Aa part of the Army cutback■, he told ua that hi• regiment iato be amalgamated with the Gordon Highlander■, The Prince of Walea ia Colonel-in- Chief of Monro'• regiment and ia expectedto take that poat at the head of the new regiment. You may bemildly intereated to know that conaideration waa given tonaming the new regiment after the Prince. The regiment■ favoured it initially, partly beoauae the Prince ■harea the n11111e of B6nny Prince Charlie, but they were frightened off bythe revelation■ of "C4111.i.llagate•, It 1eU1a �hat the Prine•••of Wale• Royal Regiment haa been adorned with the aoubriquet"Squidgy'e Clwn"I The Highlanders were feerful of nickname■ more appalling to contemplate and not fit to put in a politeletter to the Department. 

sec:tarianiam in tho scotti■b reg.Lmant1

I raised with Monro the record of aome of the Scottiah regiments which have a reputation tor aectarian ab�■ive behaviour. Hraccepted that it did axi1t, l••• 10 in the Highland regiment• which recruit from that area and have a better denominational,mixture (at the moat recent count, he-
.,-- --
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thought hie own regiment wa• 30-401 Catholic but that 
Catholic• were more strongly repre■ented in ,enior ranks; he 
himself is Episcopalian). On the whole, however, he believed, 
naturally enough, that the Scotti■h tend to get on better with 
people in the street• than Southern Bngli•h regiments, 

Ara:Y'• change of ■tylo 

This is Monro'a ninth tour in Northern Ireland, his fourth in 
Belfast. He was last here in 1990 when he commanded a 
battalion; subsequently, he co111111Anded & brigade in the Gulf· 
War. I have made the point before that the average aenior 
Britiah Army officer here will have 1erved at leaat six or 

�
even tours, Gradually, over the year•, the officers who came r ere in the 1970• and early 1980• have ri••n to the top and 
re showing• different approach. They might have done •o 

anyway, but it is very likely that the pres■ure exerted 
�hrough the Agreement has had much to do with a change of 
■tyle. Munro himself believe■ a ■ignificant change occurred
under General Water• who left here four year• ago, Although
Waters was a brusque military type, Munro thought he had led
the way for the much more per•onable and politically aen•itive
Wilsey and Wheeler,

�
Munro and Dalzell claimed that relatione with the community 
were much batter, that SDLP councillors and Catholic clergy in 
Belfast would now ring the A.."1:1.y or the civil repre■entativea 

o get something eorted out rather than make for111&l
complaint■, and that everything wa• working much more 
■atiafactorily. That wa■ not to aay that they were
complacent, they realised that something could blow up or get
out of hand quit• •a•ily and offered to give u• an infor1!14l
readout on any incident• if we found that the formal reapon1e
through the Secretariat wa• inadequate, (We have been seeking
to further improve the latter and aome recent change• in
personnel here may contribute to it,)

Apart from the new central complaint• ay•tem which haa an 
independent asaeeaor in the per■on of David Bevitt, you will 
alreadr know from report• in the last couple of years that 
there ia now an early-warning ayatam which require• every 
patrol to report anr incident, however minor, which m.a.y be the 
subject of a complaint, It aomething comea to the attention 
of their battalion commanding officer or the Brigadier in 
Belfaat, and theee officer• have not heard about it, the 
aoldiera are in trouble, Our visitor• gave an,ex&111ple of how 
it worked recently in a aerioua incident, A Para private in 
Lenadoon waa confronted la•t week by a known IRA "player• who 
taunted him about life expectancy in the kind of grim banter 
that goea on in the streets, According to Dalzell, the 
Rplayer" told the •oldier h• had heard the ■cream■ of a

comrade trapped in an armoured car hit by a mortar recently in 
We•t Belfast which drew the retaliation of a punch to the 
head, The aoldier realised he had made, in hie own words, •a 
cock up• and reported the incident, Within twenty minute• his 
co111111Anding officer Colonel Preer waa on the telephone to 
Brigadier Monro, and 1hortly after that, local clergy and the 
SDLP were telephoned t'o aay_. the--· incident had occurred, and
--- -· - � • 
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action had been taken, The soldier waa removed from the area 
immediately (Mr, Dalzell told Ma. Nie Coitir later that in 
euch a case the soldier would be fined and poaeibly demoted if 
he wa• above the rank of private,) Thi• •tory of 1elt
inculpation may have a aliqhtly aurreal air, but there seem• 

�o be no doubt from report• the Department receive• from the
OLP and clergy in Weit Belfa•t that the Army ha• changed its 
aye, 

Chango in AniY in1truction1 

He identified one important change in Army in1tructions from 
his laet tour here, which ia that 1oldier• are now inetructed 
to walk away from confrontation unl••• there i1 aome immediate 
objective such a1 an arrest. Even in the latter caae, if 
soldier• can identify the individual, they are in■tructed to 
avoid an incident and if nece11ary leave the arre■t for 
another day, Monro said frankly that thi• waa not Army policy 
four years ago when soldier• would not wi1h to be aeen to back 
down, He believe• that the bettar situation that now exist• 
1• due mainly to the atrong lead from the top about the need 
for batter community relation,. There ia now much better pre• 
tour training of 1oldiere, and inatruction• are enforced, 
Anewerin� my queation, he also aaid that granted the 1hrinking 
nwnbars in the Britiah infantry and the hi9h unemployment 
level■ of recent time,, the Army could be more chooeey about 
ite recruit• and they wer• better qualitr and 11\0re 41118nable to
th• policeman/soldier approach. Non•th• ea1, he etr••aed the 
difficulty which the average eighteen year-old equaddie ha• in 
d•aling at one moment with a civil complaint and in the next 
with a mortar or gun attack on hi■ patrol, 

wa.r norines■ in Belfut 

Another factor in improved relation• ie what Monro described 
as the war-wearineea in Baltaet. There i• •imply a lese 
aggresaive attitude to the Army than there ueed to be and 
although Monro, like hi• predeceaeor, waa not about to 
exagg•rate the importance of a cup of tea, he commented on the 
greater willingn••• of the Nationali■t community to deal with 
them, 

Monro thought the teneeat area• were Nev Lodge and Ardoyna, 
"which have a bit of orange about them•, and Ballyinur�hr• Be
made the intereating colllll\ent that where physical cond4t on■ 
have improved in Weit Belfast, for example, around Divis where 
the flat• have come down (on• of the achievemeht.s of the 
Agreement), the Palla Road and in South-Weat Belfaat 
generally, the atmoephere is better, In North Belfa■t (where 
Catholic■ may •e• the A:J:my •• protector• againat loyaliat 
attack•) the recant tour of the 4th Artillery had attracted 
only four official complaint, in eix montha, 

Recent development■ 

When Honro'e predeceaaor wae her• in April, h• •aid it h�d 
become common practice for group• of young men, aged 15 to 25, 
to i1olate a member o�-an Ariny patrol and eeek to rough him 

---- -· - .,.,----
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u�, take his weapon and hi• Ar'fSr/ pack, Many soldier• had

�eceived injuries, including broken jaw• or lilllD•• B• wa•

proud that hi• •oldi•r• had not retaliated although ther• have

been one or two incident• that were near fatal, Monro aaid 

the problem continued, 

VJllY tellQY card 

You will be aware that following the Clegg judgement in th•

court ot Appeal here earlier thi• year, the AXvrf auapended 

part of the fellow card instruction• for opening tire, I 

aaked Monro�£ an amendment had now been made, B• said it had

not been officially mad• becauee the yellow card appli•• 

throughout the Briti1h ArmY and any change needs the approval 

of London, However, an amendment had been propo••d to London

which instructs aoldiers that they may not con1ider an 

oncoming vehicle to be a potential lethal weapon, Be expected

that the amendment would be included in the yellow card fro� 

September but soldiers in Northern Ireland had alreadi been 

instructed to obaerve it, He wa• quite candid in ••Y ng that

the provision, which wa• originally introduced to deal with 

paramilitary attack•, had been abused by the aecurity torcee 

with the result that several young joyrider• had been •hot in

recant year•• I said we were glad to hear of the change . 

On fir•� impre•aion, we found Brigadier Monro to be an open,

straight-talking man, He seem• to •how th• right at�itude and

he ha• th• right experience, H• will be a pivotal figure in 

th• •ecurity •ituation in Belfast for the next ooupl• of year•

and we think it ha• been worthwhile getting to knoW him• 

Your• sincerely,

Declan O'Oonovan
Joint Secretary 
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