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we do not pretend that there i1 a military solu�ion to the 

problem■ in Northern Ireland. The problems are essentially political 

ones, which require a combination ot political! social, economic and

security maaeures to resolve. The Government ha, made strenuous 

efforts on all these tronts, and there are qround1 for 'believing that 

we are making proqreae. 

In this context, the <.overMent wae greatly encoura9ed by the 

Provisional■' announcement of• c:ea1etire. There have now been no 

terrorist attacks by PIRA for over 6 w�•k1. We are also very 

encouraged by the announcement la1t week of a ceasefire by the loyalist 

paramilitaries. We very much hope that all th••• groups intend a 

permanent end to violence, and we are as1e11in9 whether we can yet make 

.a workin9 auumption that thi• ii 10. ·: But in any case, we can not -

dare not - aeewne that now or in the n••r future there will 1uddenly no 

longer be • need for military 1upport to the RUC. All the terroriat 

groupings •till reta-in • 1ub1tantial cap&l)ility for cueying out 

further act■ of violence without notice. It ia a matter for the Chief 

con■tll.ble and the c;oc Northern Ireland, as th• operational co111111a.ndare, 

to judge how their force, should be deployed in present circum1tance■,, 

but the Government must en�ure that they have the nece11ary resource, 

available to ensure the security of the people of Northern Ireland, we 

will continue to keep force level• under review to ensure that they are 

4ppropri•t•. I very much hope that, in time, the security 1ituation 

will porrnit ut to tOQu;e for;o levole, but it would bo irr11ponaibl• to 
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' Jdo 10 prematurely. As we made cle•r in the White Papu, ••• aoon •• 

the terrori1ts on both sidee renounce violence, and fully damon1trate 

their commitment to doing so, the armed force, will progressively be 

withdr•wn :from the streeta. They wi'll then return to_. their peacetime

role, 10 that normal polieinq can re1wne throughout Northern Ireland. 

But in the meentime, the •rmed force, will continue 1teadfaatly to 

support the RUC for as long•• the terrori1t1 �•ke it Qece11ary,• I 

can confirm that we stand by those commitment, today. 

!ut that does not mea!l that there i1 no scope for flexibility. Aa

the Hou11 will be aware, a number of measure• have •lready been taken 

to reduce the profile of the Armed �ore•• in Northern Ireland, but 

without reducinq security or viqilance, Th• GOC - with the full 

agreement of the Chief Constable - has t•k•n 1tap1 to make the poeture 

of military patrols appe•r less aggressive to the public, ror example, 

aoldier1 have been patrolling for some weeks now in regimental 

beaddrecs, without camouflage cream. And my �t Hon and Learned Friend, 

the Secretary of State for Northern Ireland, h•• •nnouncad the 

:eopening of a number of closed border croaeinq points, Th••• �ea1ure1 

have been very much welcomed by many ordinary members of tb• public in 

Northern ?rela�d. 

In the coming 1110nth1, provided that the terrorist threat permit,, 

the c.oc, in consultation wiUi the Chief Constable, intend, to implement 

further measures to reduce the impact of the Arfflad Force,• operations 
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the ordin4ry people of Northern Irel4nd. We tll look forward to the 

reatorttion of normality in Northern Ireland. I can a11ure the Hou1e 

that the Ar.ned Forces will continue to play a full part in contributing 

to the restoration of norJ11ality by ·whatever Means •r� appropriate. It 

can never be norinal for 1oldier1 to be deployed on the street, of the 

Onited �ingdom. Our aim is to remove 1oldiers from the atreets of 

Northern Ireland - but when it is 1afe to do 10, end not a moment 
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