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"Single Transferable Speech".

2. You will note that in the Q&A session, in responding to a

question about apathy south of the border he said

END 

"some people have said that the reason why there isn't 

a united Ireland is not just because of the London 

Government but may well have been because of the policy 

of the Dublin Government. I think that this present 

administration, Mr Reynolds', has made huge strides to 

reverse all of that". 
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MR.._KLEIN: (Sounds gavel.) Good a.ftcmoon. Welcome to the National Press 
Club. My IW1\C is Gil Klein. I'm the club's pn=sident, and a national correspondent for 
Media Genaal Newspapcn, writing for the Richmond Times-Dispatch, the_ Tampa 
Tribune., ·and the Wilu10U-Salcm Journal. 

I'd� to welcome my fellow club members in the audience today, as 111ell as those of 
you wbo are watebing u.s on C-SPAN. or listening to us on National Public Radio or the 
Global lntemet Computer Network. 

Before illtroducing our hf.ad ;able, I"d I� to mention some u-pc:oming speakers. On 
Wedaaday, October 5th, Scnuc Major,ity Leader George Mi!Chell, who is rctirin& at the 
end of lhis session, will reflect on his life and public ser.ic;e. On Friday. October 7th, 
111c have two luncheons ,chedulcd. One is with Peter Lynch, vice chairman of Fidelity 
rnvcsuncnts; and the other is with Nelson Mandda, the p�sidcnt of South Africa, who 
will lpcalt a.bout the socioeconomic changes in the new democratic South Africa. 

Audio and videol.apeS of Press Club lunches arc avaiLlble by calling I -80Q.S00.9911. 
1f you have any questions for our spealcer, and I certainly trust that you 111111, please wriie 
them on 1bc cards avallable for you at the tables, pass them forward. and I will ask as 
many as time permits. 

I would nQW like I.O introduce our head table guests, a.nd a.s.k them IO sLand briefly 
when their names are called. From your righl is John Fanell of the Bost0n Globe; 
Stephen Robinson of the Daily Tclqrapb; Pat Mc:Qra.tb of Fox Broarlc:lsting; Pat Reilly 
of the National D�k of the Washington Post; William Headline, Washlngtcn bureau 
chief of CNN; Frank Green of the Richmond Times-Dispatch; Sean Cronin. author and 
ioumalist and former Washington bureau cnief of the Irish Times: skipping over our 
speaker for a moment, we have Jack Reynolds of Jack Reynolds Communications, and 
the mcmbctofthe Club's Speaker's Commiu.ce who uranged today's lurn:hcon; � 
Kean, member of the executive commit� and director of education for Sinn Fein; 
Rabr.rt Doherty, news edilOt of Re111en News Service; Jeannye Thornton of U.S. News 
and World Report; Coner O'Clery of the Irish Times; George Watson of ABC News: 
and John Friedland of the Manche$1er Guardian. Now you can applaud. (ApPlause.) 

Our speaker today is Gc:rry Adams, ptesident of Sinn Fein, the political um of 

---�---. ··-- ---·-· -·------· ·---------
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the outlawccl [risb Republican Army. Mr. _Adams has been descnbed h a number oi 
ways, de?-=tding on which side of the Irish issue one st:inds. To h:s su?ixm.ers he 1s the 
man wbo i, trying to take the gun out of Irish politics. To many Protestant Unioni.�ts in 
�orthem Ireland, and 10 a considerable number of British. he 1s, to qi:ote one British 
journalist, •an apostle of death and de:$trUction in Northem [reland. • Probably the most 
objective d�nption these days is that Geny Adams is a man on a tightrope, balancmg 
the desire of Northern Ireland's catholics to be a free, self-govcrrung part of the Irish 
Republic, against the historic antagonisms with the Protestant majonty m Ulster. a3 well 
a.s British constitutional clalms to the north. �r. Adams himself sper.t iour years 1n 
Briti.sh jails. But he was not without company: his father and uncle a.id two cousins 
were thUc as well. 

Joining Mr. Adams 011 the tightrope this weeil is the Clinton administrauon. [1 
must balance Its desire for ;,e.i.ce in !'lonner:, !�e!a.nd with �c L1:-!1� St.ates's 
commitment to its chief ally, Great Bntain. Everything the admin1srr.u1on does will be 
symbOlic. The Washington Post reported this morning that President Cl!r.:on iiftcd the 
:ong·standing U.S. ban on official conw:t with Sinn Fein. and inv1u:a !-,,!r. Adams to, 
quote, "begin a dialogue• with Washington. After a weekend oi !'le�ouaoons. :he 
admtnutration raised the level of C.S. officials tt:at Mr. Adams w1il r.ic:.::t :oday at tie 
State Dcparunent dircctiy after this l�ncheon. 

But Mr. Adams will not be wetcomeo at the Wh11e House. a.t :c:ast :iot this um�. 
All this comes about because of what Sinn Fein cails \IS � inm.1uve: the IRA's 
unilateral announcement August 31st oi a cease-tire. :vtr. Adams 1s tounn: the l:nitca 
Statcll saying the lRA wants peace. Now the British government must ccc1de whether 
to grasp the opportunity. After hundreds of years oi conflict in lre::ir.d. :s puce at 
hand? Mr. Adams, we await your assessment. La.dies and gentlemen. ;>;case :om me 
in a warm Press Club we1come for �r. Gerry Adarr.s. (Applause.) 

MR. ADAMS: (Speaks in Gaelic.) 

Can 1 say first of all that l am very pl=.sed to be here to address 1ne Press Club. 
and I want 10 extend my thanb to the Club and to the president for 1:s invitation. ane1 
1 hope that we will have a di$Cussion when l finish this submission. l also want to thank 
Mr. Reynolds for the work he has done in making this happt:n a \oL eas1e: perhaos t11at 
it would otbawise have. 

©NAI/DFA/2021/48/116 
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I thin1' i1's - a.ad I fc:u- to joke, �ut the name of the organii.ation which I 
rcprc.s,cnLis SiM Fein. (Laughter, applallse.) I would lov, to be here today to tell you 
cha.t we have peace in Ireland. But I can't. However. it is my fervent belief that peace 
is within our grasp, and OW God's bearing me that I would be able ID come baa hete, 
and I hope sooner rather than later, to tell you that we have ?Ca'=, that we have justice, 
and we have freedom, and we have prospenty. 

The IRA announcement, described once again in a Y/hi� House press rdease as

historic, hu of coune moved the entire peace proce.ss forward. But as I stand beie 
today, other armed groups - the Britisb Army, which is the largest force and which is 
m oa:upation o! an area approximately the size of Rhode Island - that army hu so far 
�Kd io cea,c, to annplctc c:ea,e, its military operations. And of course iu allies in 
lbc loyalisc death squad arc c:ontinuing' with thein. So, since the IRA announccmmt a 
number of Catholics have been killed; there have been a series of bomb attacks, 
including on my office£ on the Falls Road a.nd on the family home oi at least one Sinn 
Fein elected counselor. So we still have to move the process forward. 

However. I think it's wonh �membering just within the wt few days what the 
poet, the Irish poet, Samus Heaney said. He said we have a space in whic:b hope CUI , 
grow. And I think that is the challenge facing all of us •• you as well as me •· t0 widen 
that spaQ!, And the delicate flower, the delicate seed which 1w been planu:.d •· hope can 
flourish. Hope can grow and peace can be built out..of the decades of contlic1 and 
violence. 

I think it's worth noting that a number of individuals played very a:nuaaeous 
leadership roles in creating the conditions for recent developmentS. John Hume, the 
leader of the SDLP, in a very creative way engaged with me over a very Iona time to 
bring ibout what has been described as a consensus among nationalisu in the north of 
Ireland, and the active enia,cment of the Dublin government rn that, and the piece of 
the ji&!AW provided by our friends here in Irish America. and then the active and 
proactive engagement by President Clinton - all helped to create conditions wberwi the 
IRA decision could be announced and bec:cmc a reality. 

So when I come here, it is to give an assessment, but it is a.I.so 10 thaDk those , 
people here who have kept the faith, who h.a.ve not forgo� their rootS, who• an, 
opportimity and who have helped to create this opportunity, and also to commeod 1 
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Prwdent Clinton tor the manner in which he; nu ma.de peace in lrcland a forei1n policy 
conccm oJ the White Hou$8. 

Comins here on a very hectic and pac:l=:I itinerary, where lt becomes difficult 
evea lD stay in a venal posi.tioo fer too long, there are a number of personal little 
ruome:nis whidl I think have pcnctnted throuch all of the fC$t of the hype. One wa, that 
I WCIU u, Ellis Island, � of the New York Port Police. And I sbould say on the 
recant that my encounters h� with policemen have been much more friendly -· 
(lau&bu:)- and in many ways unprecedented. And also I have to say the same for your 
judges: wtwever their faults, I have had a very enjoyable and uncharacteristic ,cries of 
ena,untcn with jud&e.s, in conditions which do not apply precisely or exactly back home. 

But we went IC Ellis Island. 'And, a.s I said, it became by way almost of a 
pilpimqc. 

MORE 

of wha1 it must have been lilce for people from all over the world to come here and to 
go through that great hall to be inspected or checked. not knowing whether they would 
be � here or rejected. And I asked the guide bi:ause I have not that experience, 
but anyone who lw been through prison is taken through a •• (inaudible) -- and checked 
and in� and forcibly scrubbed ami so on. And I aikcd the guide if the 
immicrants, or potential immigranu, could see the mautiand from the island, and I was 
told that they cx,u.Jd. And IC be ,o near, to be w,thin sight aita' presumably a very 
difficult arduous journey, and to sa:: beyond across the wav� what was the land of hope 
- (backgrQuod noise - that must be, maybe perhaps Mr. Major trying to gee through -
(lauchter and applaiue).

And I thwwo -

MR. KLE.lN: Don't worry about thaL 

MR. ADAMS: And I think also lbe diversity, the diversity of people who come 
through there from Europe, from Ireland, of course. Jewish people, all from all ovrz the 
world, and then to come here and - perhaps a small historical accident that the firsc 
imm:icrant precessed wu an Irish woman. So then when I come here co Washingt.00 I ' 
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am raniDd,,:d that we who could not live in our own country, we who because of the 
repressioo at home, beau5C of famine, bccauae of the economic: climaie, whetl we came 
h= we were able to join with all of these other races, all of these other nations, and 
build &his union in10 what it i$ !Oday. 

I IUD al3o very milldful, and I nou: -- the term Protestants and Catholics has been 
used, and the stni&&}e in 1rdand is not about Catholics or Protestants -- I n� that the 
Protamt Irish men and Irish women who joined with the Catholics and the disacotcrs 
in a crat effort to rid Ireland of British rule. The -· (inaudible) -- here &iva 13 
pteaidclm to this United States of America. And the war here, the Revolutioaary War 
ha'c. tbe Wv of llllXpcocleuce. the rights of man, Thomas Payne, all of that and all that 
� in the French Revolution, i.s,wllcrc Irish Repul)licarusm comes from, where it 
sprinp' from. 

I aho, when I was here went to ArliD&ton Ccrne!efY, early yesterday monun&, 
Only the mqniuide of that place differs from the too many cemeteries whic;h I have 
attended back bome over the ye.ars in Ireland. And I think al50 when we think of what 
Ireland bas &iven -- no better or no worse than anyone else •• what Ireland has pven to 
the U.S.A, I think it'S important to note that what we're asking in some small way is for 
the U.S.A. to give us back at home in Ireland what people have here as a rmuer of every 
day rights. What you taxe for granted here is foreign in the British occupied part of the 
- (inaudib�).

So the U .S.A., the administralion on my visit ha.s w:en in not just lrish•Amc:ica, 
but we have talked to people from the Jewish commwity, we ha-vc talk=i to pc:ople from 
the Italian community, we will talk to Hispanics and we will talk to the I31ac;k Caucus, 
to people who have come from African roots. All of thac I think sends powerful 
encouraging signals back home. 

And I have to say that I do not belle� chat we would have reached this decisive 
juncuir: in our b.istary, this i:rusroots if you like in Anglo-Irish relationships. if it wu 
not for this cngagemc:nt., if it was not for this conc:em, if it was not for tl'lis intcreSt in 
m<:JVinc tbe situauon forward. 

So 1 have to ask today why c:an the British govcmm=t not follow throuah alJo. 
How� l hear from home Ul&L Pa.trick Mayhew (ph), the British Min.utcr, today 

©NAI/DFA/2021/48/116 
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reaffirmed that I would be cunlinued lO be b,anned from �u.enng Bni.am. Today he said 
that� exile from what's allegedly one pan of the Uni tee! Kingdom for someone like 
my3elf would continue. And how bizarre that situation is I.hat I can co:ne here to the 
capit.al city of the most powerful nation in the world, and leave this lu:icneon to talk to 
White House official! and others, a.rid count=i out of my own country or in Briwn of 
the same coo venation.. 

And that again is I think a timely reminder of almost a subc.onsc1ous positive 
element to the U.S. engaicment. The last time I came h� my voice and the voices of 
other SINNSEIN representatives could not be heard on the British Broadcasung media. 
and journalists and broadc:astcrs here were ama.z.ed at this element oi Bnnsh democracy. 
And the British I think were rightly ell!barnlssed, so that when it came t.o me rcturnl.Ilg, 
an ort!=- in my opinion to escape iurther embarrassment they :novca to remove that 
censorship ban. 

And so it I would presume and I would hope with the matter of my exclusion 
from Britain that the ridiculous, Im.am: c1rcumstancc that discussions which can happen 
here cannot hapt:,en back at home or in Britain will also be removed. 

The Bn11sh government refusal to enter imo iall,s 1s all the more remarkable when 
one considers that up until November of last year, at a cime when the !RA •• (inaudible) 
- had not faced. al a lime when Mr. Major did not sugJest that he had a pay �<ttlement,
we in SINNSEIN and his govemmCllt engaged in lengthy discussions. So here we have
a siruation where during that period of conflict there were talks. and Mr. Major did 1he
:igbt thing, and he� when there is a peace settlement on the horizon, when 1he TRA has
cca.,ed, when SINNSEIN's democrauc mandate has been rccogni.z.ed ai home by the
Dublin government ;ind by governments throughout the world. :;i:it 1he Brinsh
government appean to stall.

And if one is loolcinc for a reason for that, it's my view that tt' s merely tactical. 
It's my view that the British -- and I think they· re wrong •- wish to reduce this 
opponunity for pe;u;e, that they wish to slow the momentum. l L'linlc it's the duty of 
everyone who has any notion of what democracy means, who bas any notion of what is 
wrong in Ireland, who ha.s any notion of what it takes to rectify those injusti�. then 
they must call for peace talks now. 

,....,__....._/IC•(.l(IOln-JO 
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And we have 10 say if it works in IJ\e Middle East, �hy not in Ireland. And on 
a day in which Nel5on Mandela, the Presideilt of South Africa, returns to WUhingt.an, 
we have to say if it works in South Africa, why not in Ireland? Why not? Have the 
Irish people not got the wit, have we not got the inie!ligenc:e, do we not• have the 
creativity, is the air in some way stran&e, is there somethini in our genes, is the waicr 

. that we drink in some way polluted, that we ncccl a foreign power to come in and look 
aftcrus'l 

And the question of the unionists, lhe unionists are my pe.ople. I may oat agree 
with tbem, but they are my people, They have as much right to be on the islalld of 
Itdand as I have. They have a.s much right and it is necessary tO have their pamdpation 
in buildin& a new Creland as I have .. And let me say as someone who CO!tlCI from the 
occupied area, in which Catholics are still discriminau!id against, and which there is still 
a permanent state of emergency, and who h.as gone through the whole sad li1111y of 
i.mprilOMICnt, and been shot and bave my family home and my wife and my son 
subjrcta:I to bomb attac:lts - and I don't believe that I or those 1 repre�t have any 
monopoly on suffcrin&, and l acknowled&e quita freely, and I've done 30 in Ireland, the 
suffenna which has been inflict= by Republicans •· let me say that under no 
c:imlmstanceS will Irish Nationalists or Irish R.cpublicans ever inflict upon Pmlallnts 
what was inflicted by unionists upon Catholics. Th.at is not the type of Ireland which we 
want. (Applause.) 

, 
Whal we want arc peace tallcs. What is at the core of this peaec procaa is an 

ability for people to sit dawn, tc discuss, to agiu, to be flaiblc, and 10 � the 
situation on. And there arc three co� are.as. The� is, of course. And th� ate three 
core aRa.S. There is, of course, the vut question of the constitutional and political future 
of the people of the island of Ireland. And we concede that that will take time, a.nd I.bat 
needs qreement. That nccls the full participation of everyone in order to build a lastin& 
and dunblc and permanent peace. 

Toe other co� is.sues ncccl less time. Demiliwi.z.ation needs to commence and 
to be speeded up immcdiatdy. Issues of defflocratic rights need no discussiOD,, either 
people have democratic rights or we don't. And if we don't, then they sbould be 
restott.d to us as speedily as possible. So there arc the three main areas which need a 
focus. Whal you take here for granted, as l've � before, is foreign in the occupied 
area. l know of no institution liG this - none. And I've thought about this. I know 
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of no institutional like this baclt home in the occupied pan of Ireland. 

Yet in CVl!?Y city here, they have such institutions, perhaps not of this pratice, 
but cer11inly it is hcic as a mancr of fact. The right to silcace, the right to trtai by jury, 
the rigl:ii 10 free wcmbly, the right l0 nariana1 ri&hts. the ri&ht to all of these ba$ic 
requimnm.ts tn absent from British dcmocrac:y in the pan of Ireland that I come from. 
I abo t!link that it's importlllt to� that che people af Britain also want to - ui end 
to this lar!I conflict. 

So we have a moment, an opponunity, a chance in our history to move from 
conflici in10 building oor own history. We have an oppormnity to put behind all of the 
baggqe and the burden of histcry. We need only to proceed on the basis of equality; 
no prccooditions, no vetos: a level playing patch of people coming together to work 
whatever we can work out. I have doubts, as I've said earlier, with the elements which 
make up political and social and economic life here. I'm asked on many occasions, do 
I think, do l believe that I will see a united Ireland, and I have to say yes. I do believe 
it. 

Had l come here two ycan ago and outlined how far we would have moved by 
now, people would have scoffed. Had I come here five years ago and talked about the 
devclopmenu in South Africa or the unity of Germany, or the demise of the Soviet 
Union, people would have scoffed. So there's no such thing as an intractable problem 
if there's &oodwill and political will to change it. 

SO I think what we want now, and what we need now, and I have had signals of 
this all over my travels is that goodwill harness into the development of this peace 
pn,ce.u. A friend of mine, Bobby Sands, died on huni:er strike. and in his writings, he 
wrote m terms of the future of Ireland - and we: should remember that hunger strike is 
the ultimaE8 pacifistic, non-violent act of proa:st -- and 8obby and nine other pri.loners 
died in the cell blocks af Long Kesh. And he wrote, "Our victory will be the laughter 
of our people. Our victot'Y will be the lauahtcr of OUT people. Our revcnie will be the 
liberauon af all.• That. I think, is the future that i! before us. That is the opponunity 
wb.ieh we have. I would ask you to sciu it; 10 move us all forward and to bring peace 
and freedom and justice to all the people of the island of Jreland. (Untrans.Lated Ga.clic 
phn&) 
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Mil. KLEIN: Thank you very m11clt. The first question is some practical things. 
Who am.you gain& to meet with at the State Department, and what can you accomplish 
by mccriJlg with these particular people? 

MR. A.DAMS: Well, I can't mnomocr �,oly who I'm coing 10 meet with, 
but we have never dictated who 111e should meet with. We arc meeting with senior 
offldals from the White House and fiom the admi.nimation. I think: we need to give 111 
assesm,c:m, and we will do that in some � I think we need to make sw,

_._
crnrion• 

whidl will � a c:antinuatian of the very proactive role wbic:h President Clinion 
ha.a IUIL And I think that we need ta ,eek to move the etitirc situation on in tams of 
raolatiaa of the cantlict, and a1lo in terms of what is called a norm.alimioD of 
relanm� t)etween Sinn Fein and the adminimation here. 

MR. KLEIN: Is the United Slalet the only country that can serve as a tuaran10r, 
mediator of peace in Nortbcm Ireland. Cin pea= come without U.S. guaranU!CS7 

MR. ADAMS: Well, Sinn Pein identified ,ome years ago, the intemadollal 
dimension, the international community a, bein& a decisive influence of rnovin& the 
situation forward. And we identified the U.S. as one element in that. The European 
Union is another element. There i.s goodwill. and there has been considerable support 
in the Ja.st month or so for the enore proce!!. l think if one reflects that we have come 
to this point more speedily, because of the positive eneaiement of the U.S. 
adminisU'UiOG, so can peace be brought about without the U.S. involvement? I would 
think DOC. I would think it need!, when one is faced with the reality of such a lq 
conflict. it neects 50mcone frOm outside the fnme to send encouraging s1gaal1. 

1 think that a stalemate situation nc:cds someone to come and potnt the way 
forward; I think that's what happened in South Africa. I think that'S what happened in 
the Middle East. And it may not be nccusary in Ireland; it may 110t be MCCSSary. But 
if that flcility is �uira:i, if-peace in Ireland is depcncicnt upon encouragement from the 
U.S., then that cncoungement should be there when asked for.

MR. KLEIN: Would you have used the word pemw1ent to describe the nu

cca.se fire if it had brought a mcetinc with Pmident Clinton? 

MR. ADAMS: I didn't call the IRA ceue fire. The people who dcserw: ttle 

________ aa-_,..,.,_ 

-----. ·-·----· ---
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crtdit for that� aot only those who I h.ve idenolie.d in creaung the conditions. but the 
people w.ho called the cease fire was the IRA lc.:adership. The people who wrote the 
statement was the IRA leadership. The question of pcnna.n�t, I have to suggest, 1s one 
of semantics as far a.s the British government is conccme.d. I have offered the su·ggcstion 

! 

that bad·thc IRA statement said permanent, the Brithh ma.y have said, weU, it didn't say 
compleic. So I think it's important that we don't get dis�tecl into a semanoeal word 
�a.me. 

I think the term used here is hair splitting. At no time did anyone from Sinn Fein 
dic:wc or argue or suggest, Ill a.ny way, what way we should be met. As som1:0ni: wno 
has given my whole life to stepping interference in my affairs by a British government, 
it would be totally ungracious for me to come here and dictate our demands, what way 
your administration should work. I think it's important that Mr. C:incon has engaged 
pr=tively. In his last speech a.t the U.�. Gene:al A�scmbly, r think on Monday of last 
week, I expressed confidence in the peace process and said that we have histury on our 
side. And r shal1:! that belief. 

MR. KLEIN: How long can the� fire last? How long can the ex�mistS on 
either side be really tamed? 

MR. ADAMS: Rally? 

MR. KLEIN: Tamed. 

MR. ADAMS: Righi. Wdl, the word tamed, I don't think lS the a.n advisable 
one. The situation is that 1n my view, the peace prucess is under no threat from any 
clement or faction within the broad republic constituency. I think that :he men and 
women who took that position surely must have considered provocation by the loyalhts 
and by lhe Bntish. And I do think it's a mark -- whatever one may have thought of the 
IRA, and l don't come hetl! and support either Sinn Fein or the LRA. I ask people to 
suspcno judgcmeot in all of these mancn, and s.imply co accept there's an oppom.mity 
for pace which n=!s to be built upon. 

But wl\a1£ver one thinks of the lRA, I thinlc it'i a. remarkable indication of its 
discipline., that hen: we are, despite the provocauons of the last month, there's not even 
a whisper of di$$Cllt and the fears of extreme provocation. 
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The loyalists - and this is ilnponant when one considers the strcnadi of 
censcnhip and the wall of silence which has ba:n built around Ireland - the loyaliat 
operations which you 111ay be familiar with, the killing1 in Milteme Canelel'y of tbe 
� of the people, the rRA voluntccn who were killed at Gibraltar, the mM 
attacks, mass killings of the Dutmaker shop,1, even on the night that the Irish fOCllb&ll, 
� soa:c:r' ieam here, was playin& in the World Cup, the killings back in Lochen Hlval 
and IC= Doqh were carried out with wapaas supplied by British military ir,tdJipnce 
And one lw tO concede that while the loyalists have their own a,cnda, political and 
military, that you cannot diVORlC 1hem from the collll.!ion which iJ there from me 8dlisb 
militaty inteUipnre ,:ommunity; and similarly with the British army. The Brilillnrmy 
can be su,ppea now. Tbe British army are a �ular army and are allegedly lllldcr1he 
dinlct C911aol of the British govanmmt. So l wouldn't expect any of those forcca a, be 
wncd, but I would expect them to rc.spond with the same generosity and boldne.u and 
discipline that the IRA ha.ve. And that's the way to move the process forward, to stop 
the killinp and smrt the talking. (� applause.) 

MR. KLEIN: A number of questions on the poS$ibility of a referendum in 
Northan lrcland. The British eovemmcnt has been adamant in proposing that a YOCe en 
Irish unification should only include voters in the north. Docsn 't this proposal establish 
a loyalist ve!D and legitimiu lhe sovereignty of the Northern Irish state? 

MR. ADAMS: Yes- But it's also a mark,of the arroiancc of a British 
govenunc:D1 that it dictates how other people should mca.rure agreement- And I say dill 
not to be provocative. I say it simply 10 state I.be reality of the situation. The �-caaly 
111.1e is a &en-ymanden:d statchOod- If one peels back the veil of secrecy over it, one 
finds a situation that Ireland was partitioned without the consent, without the vote of one 
single Irish penon, unionist or nationalist. Not one votal for the parotion of Ireland. 

And for over 60 years, !he British rule in Ireland was administc:ral by the 
unionists, who were &ivcn either a privilqc or a perception of privilege in nmarn for 
their loyalty. And we have had t permanent swe of emergency. Foster, .a. formu prime 
minister in South Africa, said !hat he would ,et aside all of the apartheid rula and 
rqulations for one clause of the reiutations under which the British state of Nonbc:m 
Irdand was governed. 

The prime minister once said of Catholics, •T would not have a Catholic abouu.bc 
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place.• Another prime miniJtcr said, ·we have a. Prou:s1ant parliament for a Prolawit 
pcuptc� And here, 25 years on, catholics an: still over two times more likdy to be
unemployed on the basis of their religion. 

·Take each of the six counties. County Tyroae, a. majorily of n.ationalisu in that
.county who do not want to be part of the British state. County Fermanagh, a majority 
of narinnAlisrs in that county who do not waat ID be part of the British swe. John 
Hume's 000suwency of Derry, of Feale, the same figure. Southdown the same; West 
Belfaa, the same; South Armagh, the same. 

Not OGly that, but the mta IDUS,ht tO acludc those who it 3&w as disloyal, sc,qht 
to aclude. Never lt any paint when, nationalists 90\lght to c:ngage with the mrc did it 
in any· way embrace or invite them to be pan of the process. In all of the yean of the 
parliamcllt and of all of the yeus that nationalists attended there, they succccded in 
pmn1 only one act through chat parliament, just one, one act through that parliament, 
and that was to do with Wales, Peale. 

We al5'l have a situation when, in wins of the demographics. that pcaple for 
over 60 yean were refused the right to vote in local government elections. And to me, 
sometimc.s looking bac;lc at the last 25 years, which have in many ways been horTCDdous, 
r remeinbcr - and indeed, it was on the Sth of October, which Is tomorrow, 26 years 
ago, that the civil rights struggle k:i.t:.kcd off_ 

And if you want to iet a scme of how me British scate responded to a demand for 
the ript co vtJte at local iovcmmcnt clc:aions. look back on the last 25 ye.us, because 
what� on the 5th of October in Derry 26 years ago, one year later, in August 
1969, the swc collapsed, totally and absolutely, and has been maintained since on life 
support unit of British soldiers and all of the mlliwy panphcmalia. 

So, ot course, the unionists have to be� of whatCVer we build. Of c:oune, we 
have 10 &et tbcir consent and their assent to whatever we bwld. But we're never coing 
back lD be tm!led lib !CICOnd-clau citiZCOS- We ask only equality a.nd an end to 
divi!iaa, and no vetoes for anyone; not for me. I don't want the veto; no vCIDa for 
anyone and no British government to tell pccple in Ireland, illlY part of Ireland, how we 
sboukl caaduct our affairs. We can do that - thank you very much, Mr. � -
ounalwl. (Scauered applause...) 
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Mll. KLEIN: Who on the unionist side do you conaider the kind of tUional
oppoixm you could sit down and have a productive, however long discussion with about
delailsofaluancpcm:?

·Mll. ADAMS: I think thai all of lhe unionisa are rational. l thin.It that the
11oiom11S - and I don't wish to be in any way patronizing-· ue mare victims of British
involvcmc:nt in my countty than I am. They am the people who held the line for the
Landan aovemment. And the bewilderment of the unionists at this time is becau.lc lhey
f cd. a 1a1e of bdnyal and pending abandonmfflt by that same government.

And the need tot me and far people like me is to ralQ out, to xek dilclmiana,
to be flaib1e, to isolate tbe fan whi=. are imtional - and some of the unionim' fears
are tOCiny and ab90lutdy lmtional. Unionists tell me that they are afraid of rule. And
I say 10 them, •well, so am I.• Unionists, however, do have et.her legitimacc fean,
q�te lecitunate conccms about their furute.

And 1 think we have to build a pluralistic: society. I think we have to ,qmatc
church from state. I think we have to have mancrs of religion and civil liberties
guanweed, but u matters of personal conscience. So I do believe that in many ways
the unionist leaders represent the Ireland of today. In many ways they represent the
I.rcland of yesterday.

I lhink ..,. represent, to some decree, I hope, the Ireland of tomorrow. And wbat
we WIii& ii for the unionists to engage on that basis, not looking back. but loaldnl
forward. They don't have to fortvc. We seek to forgive and to move forward. So 1
think that talks will help to bring about more agreement, perhaps, than may seem
possible on the su.rfai;e.

Let me conclude by sayinc that Sinn Fein 1w never ceased to lalk ra lhe
unionisls. The leadenbips refused to talk to us and 10 the SDLP and ta the Dllblin
&ovcmmcDt. And at the moment. some of them refuse to talk to the British government.
But we � DeYCr ea.led to enpp with aramooa unionism. And r myself hava been
involwd in a lcngtlly dialogue over a very long time with people involved in rdigiaus
o. COitDiiWtit)' or civie or business a.ctivity at the gr.wroots level.

And eYel'I in tbe MICk in which I left Belfast, the Belfast leadership of Si.ml Fein

··--· ________ __,;:;__ ___ -:=::-::-: __ :::-.-:-:::... ___ --�----······-- -....-,-,.-····"
. 

©NAI/DFA/2021/48/116 



10104194 --·. -- . ··- 18:59 '4J 016/ 020 

14 

conducted yet another course of those discll,.SSions. And Maria, who has ao::ompanir.d 
me hcre

!.... 
lw also beell part of those discussions. So gr.wroots unionism in many ways 

iJ ahead of it.\ lcader$1iip. And l thilllt that what's required from the British government 
ill a clerk to lead the whole :siniation forward and Ill encourage and persuade the unionistS 
that thar .future rests with the rest of the people of the island of Jrelai:id, 

MR. KLEIN: What will cause this cease-fire to work when one did not worli:: 
aearly 80 years ago? 

MR. ADAMS: The very fact that it didn't work 80 years ago is in itself and 
should be the main catalyst for working now. And I was reflecting last mght with some 
people on what must have been the cnc;mnous sense of abandonment and betrayal when 
Ireland was partitioned; that what swt:d in 1916, at a time when the rest of the world 
was lunging towards the great wars and to all of that, such waste. at the ume when that 
111.u �,. men and women proclaimed the republic back in Dublin and actually 
signaled a beacon which saw the end almost of !he British empire. 

And when one considers five, six, seven, eight, nine ycan later, all of that great 
cndcavor was reduced to a partitioned Ireland and a divided people, that must, I think,. 
act a.s a motivator for all of us to make sure that this opportunity doesn't end the same 
way. We're approaching the millennium, and we should ensure that we do so with a 
new future before us. 

MR. lU.ElN: You mentionm some of the changes that should come about to help 
rcc:rcar&: the Nonhem Ireland society. Do you favor desegregation of the state s.chools 
from Catholic and Protestants going to school together? 

MR. ADAMS: I think there needs to be a separation of church from Sr.ate. 
think in matters of education, that's a matter for parents. And t,hey should have the 
right. of course, if they want, to have religious instruction and they want to have 
education through a particular religious institution. That should be their right aiso. And 
we shouldn't get cau&ht up- 100 much in this business. The education system in the north 
reflects Ireland today, a divided society. The education system in a new and a gmtt 
Ireland should hopefully reflect that situation and be new and agreed. So I'm quite 
� on the eurmit position, but I am very hopeful that we need to move everything 
forward, including the education of our children, and the people, you know, who will 
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benefit mare so than any other section of a peaceful and. prosperous lreland arc the 
children..oflreland. They are the people who are going to benefit, and that's why there'! 
enonnous responsibility of us to move the entire situation forward. 

MR. KLEIN: Thi! qw:snooer says you met recently with civil ri&hts p:i01JCU 
Rosa Parla, a symbol of nonviolent resistance. Some found that strange, since the IRA 
was cnppd in violent resistance. What are your thoughts about this'? 

MR. ADAMS: I have t0 say that as long as Mrs. Rosa Parla didn't find it 
stran1c, tha.t that's okay. It wu by way of a personal as well as a political tribute. 1 
was only eight or nine year old who, $he refused to move to the bade of the bus. I 
n:membcr when we went out from Coleraine to Dungannon, I remember being involved 
in llqllal.5 amt occupations and sit-ins and sit-downs and being mortar cannoned and 
battened and gassed and singing "We Shall Overcome" and ·we Shall Not Be Moved" 
and all of that. 

And I was actually just rt.ading about •· reading a booli: about a yeax ago called 
"Eye on the Prize,• and I actually never thought I would meet Rosa Parks, so it was by 
way of a personal as well as a political tribute, and T made it to her and J made it on 
behalf of Moira Drum a vice president of Sinn Fein, who was assassinated in a hospital 
bed. I made it on behalf of Sheena Campbell, a woman friend of mine. a Sinn Fein 
activist who was actually lcillcd having a drink in a university bar with fellow students. 
l made it on beh�f of Tracy Clinton, the wife of a Sinn Fein activist who wu killed in
our home, and I made it on behalf of Ray Farrell, an IRA volunteer, who wu ki.Ucd in
Gib�ta.r. And Rosa Parlcs very gracefully accep� it and said, in quite quiet and
bumbling tones, ti\at she wished and she wishes that peace will come to Ireland.

MR. KLEIN: This questioner says, •t was in Ireland at the time Bobby Sands 
died, and I was struck by how unc:oncemcd most ordina,ry people in Dublin were. 11lerc 
was jWJt a tiny demonstration. People seemed negative or defeated when they ta1lDecl 
about Northern Ireland. Is there more the government in Dublin should be doing to uniic 
the whole island?" 

MR. ADAMS: Well, some people have said that the reason why there isn't a 
united .lreland is not just becaU!e of the policy of the London government but may well 
have been because of the policy of the Dublin government. I think that this pn:sait 
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adminisauioo, Mr. Reynolds, has made huge strides 10 revmc all oi that. I think the 
partitiaoJw its effects in both parts of lieland. We oft times and understandably f� 
upon lbc nonh, but we have in che south of 1mand compelling reasons for Tris.b unity -
economic muons, political reasons - and we have there, I think it's fair to· say, an 
undammdable preoccupation by people jun ID live their own lives. 

When you consider the amount of people who arc here in tbc USA becaux they 
r:an't live any son of dec;cnt quality of life in tM south, one iets the sense of how they 
can at tuna be almost unconscious of what's happe11ing in the oorth, but at� time 
and 11 fNer'J opponllnity th03C people in opinion polls, despite ecnsorship, despite 
reviliaaiJm, have ail said they want to see Irish unity, and at the time that Bobby Sands 
died, which Wa.\ a time of severe eccno!Ilic � in the south -- there was an election, 
and it's·,ometimc:s forgotten that two prisoners were elected as TDs ID the parliament in 
Dublin -- Kicran Dougheny, who died in hunger strike, and Paddy Ackley. 

So the instinct o( people is IM:C, the artEndanee at demonstrations is nor a &ood 
i.odiution of w� people's hearts lie, and for a whole s,i:ric, of reasons. the economic 
scn,c, the political sense, the cultural sense, the historical sense of the need for Irish 
unity I think will become more and more obvious a.i time goes on and that when 1 return 
to J.reland, it llllll be in around the time when Prime Minister Reynolds will be convening 
a forum for peace and reconciliation, and that will show, in many ways, how concerned 
people in the south are to move forward into a new an\1 'a gIQt J.reland. 

MR. KI..EIN: A question sent up by your friend Peter Hit1:hins of the "Loodon 
Daily &pras. • (Lau&hter) If, as you say, you come here as a. peacemaker. why do you 
choole for your entourage two men convicted of t.erronst offenses, one of whom did not 
even con1ac the charge, against him? 

MR. ADAMS: This is at le:ut the third time P�r has put this quc:srion. 
(UU&hter) And when I answer, I '1VC you the answer I give before, Pet.er. Peter has 
been ll pc:nnanent part of our entourage. (Laughter and applause) 

I ani very plcasecl to have so many fine people in what you refer Ill as my 
•entourage.• I met, when I was in Boston, with a man called Paul Hill. Paul Hill W1I.! 

a C011viaed bomber. There's no suggestion now that he was in any way guilty.
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Al I said to yOll ill New York, in Irel�d, one is innocent unnl proven llish, and 
I think that it'3 imponant to note that we have done, 1 thin.le; with veey few resources. 
We havcn'I &ot the strcncth af the Brilish press with us. We haven't got ail the PR 
rcsourca or raumaiau, so l think you should commend, Peter - where arc you? - l 
r.bink you -lhould commend the Adams encourage, bccauae we have kept you in a job 
�esc last few wcela. (Applause) 

MJl. KLEIN: We arc, unfommawy. about out of time. I.a me ask you enc 
quiclcccanomic queUion before l ao into the final question. Economic priorities - eiven 
the critical nanire of the need for c:a,nomic stability in Nonhcm Ireland, what advice can 
you offer to Repn::sent&live Scott Kluc of W'uCCIUin, who is sponsoring legislaaan to 
C'lirnintle U.S. contributiona to the International Fund for Ireland'? How can 
Rt:pracnll1ivc Klufs pcnpe,;tivc be changed? 

MR. ADAMS: Is this the wt question? 

MR. KLE.IN: No, no, there'll be one more. 

MR. ADAMS: Well. l thinlc it's a mattu for people here to set about chancing 
his perspective. The •· I'm not a brand of politician that comes h= with a bq and 
bow, and nor do I think we have any right to demand any money from the USA, and nor 
do I think I tan walir. out of the USA at the end of this week and say there m all sons 
of billions a.nd millions of dollan premised, but I do tl\ink that what investments there 
are, and there have been considerable, that they should be governed by McBride 
principles legislation or similar requirements to ensu� that they're investments in 
prosperity, invcs1mcn1S in peace. 

And there is, as I have said on a number of tX,:c;aSions. the foundation not just for 
peace but for prosperity, and that's what any public money or ot:11� monies should be 
aimed at, bringing about a peaceful and prosperous. J.rcland. 

MR. KLEIN: Thank you. Befo�asking the last question, I'd like topresen.t yOll 
with a certificate of appreciation for beine hue and a National Pre:s.s Club mua, 
(Applau,e) Now we have, of course, &iven � 10 John Hume and to Prime Minister 
Major, and I hope you will all use your Pffl3 Club mugs when you can toa5t peace in 
Nortbenl Irdud. (Lauehter) 

.. ------.-_::-··-
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The last question is have you talked· to Jimmy Cancr7 (Laughter) 

MR. ADAMS: Not yet. (Laughter) 

11 

Can I thank you for your hospitality, and especially for the National Pr=s Club 
mug, which l see is made in China7 (Laughter and applause) And can I simply just 
ccnciude by saying that whatever l have said a.t the end or towards the end of a very 
tiring and exhaustin1 sini!c transferable speech is what the British government soueht for 
20 years ID prevent. Now, you may dismiss what I have said. You may disagree totally 
with what 1 h.ave said. You may think some of it is rubbish, and. in fact. �me of it may 
be rubbish, but you will go from hen:, I believe, unharmed by what I have said. 
(Laugh� and applause) You may even wonder what all the fuss was about. You may, 
:ndeed, think I was a fairly mediocre spcalcer who made only a moderate contribution. 

But let me say that it isn't I who the British government fear. ft isn't I who the 
British govemrnc;nt seek to keep information from. It is people like you. because the 
wall of censorship wbic:h has beert built around my country is lhere to prevent pa,plc like 
you hec:oming aware, and all l'm asking for is as you form an opinion of what is 
happening, that it's a rounded opinion, so you've had an hour of a Rcpubli= view 
against 20 years of British disinformation and misinformauon. and I thanic �ou very much 
for giving me that hour of your time for now. 

(Applause) 

END 

,...._�lllt:,-�J,R.1-
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