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To HQ From Washington 

For A/Sec o Buiginn 

'410021002 

E1'U3ASSY 01" iRELAND 

aa34 :¼A!.SACHUSl':TTS AVE. N. w.

WASHl:iOTOZ.:, D. c. 20008 

From Michael Collins 

Re: visit of John Hwne to washinaton (report no 21 

1. You will wish to be aware that SDLP Leader John Hume had a
aeries of further meetings in Washington today. I accompanied him
throughout.

2. A meeting of the Senate Foreiq11 Relations committee was attended
by senators Pell (who is Chairman of the committee), Dodd, sarbanes
lllld a numl>er of committee staffers. The areas touched on were as
yesterday with the main emphasis on the issue of a visa to Adams
which KWlle vigorously defended.

3. The State Department were particularly anxious on hearing that
B'wlle was coming to Washington that he should not neglect to call
on them and sought our assistance in ensuring that a meeting took
place (he did not call on them the laat time he was hara and r
presW11e such calls have not been his practice over the years).
Today he met Under Secretary Peter Tarnoff, A/Secretary for
European Affairs Steve oman and Deputy A/Sec for European �ffairs
Peters. Hume did most of the talking describing in some detail hia
perspective on the NI problem. He said that the HW11e/Adams document
was "Very similar• to the Joint Declaration. Sinn Fein/IRA had to
be given time and given no excuse to say 11no". lie was puzzled by 
British unwillingness to clarify the Declaration. Not having spoken
to anyone but themaelves for 20 years Sinn Fein were naturally
distrustful. Given the prize of peace the call for clarification
was not asking for too 111\lch. He was not prepared to accept •
suggestion from Oxman that Adams might be time marking. �gain he
made the point that if the British were prepared to talk to the IRA
in secret for three months when "peace wae not even on the table"
he could not understand why they wouldn't talk to them now when
peace was in prospect, Be had told Major that they should be given
"interpretations within the framework of the Joint Declaration".

, . Tarnoff •eked whether Hume saw any liqht at the end of the 
tunnel. Hume said the preseure was now on Adam.a to deliver. If he 
doesn't he will be isolated. The issuing of a viaa demonstrated a 
willinqness to leave no stone unturned. The British had 
overre•cted, He said that he had informed the British of the advice 
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s. When asked for a reaction to Mayhew•s FT interview HWlle was very
critical. Be said that it undermined him (HWlle), The timing was 
hard to understand. It came out of the blue. He was fearful of a 
secret deal with Unionists. When aslce4 whether Mayhew might be 
making a "counterstrike" in the light of the Adams story, Hume 
replied that what was required was patience - the peace process 
was a "rocky road" but what was at hand now was the "beat 
opportunity for peace in 20 years - I am not joking," 

,. Whan asked what the us should be doing Hwne said that it should 
consistently say that there was a natural, not an interfering, 
interest in the us, in Northern Ireland. The US should also 
emphasise a willingness to otter whatever assistance the two 
Governments might ask for. He again referred to his idea of an 
"economic envoy" in this context of help the US might offer. 

7. While both Tarnoff and Oxman said little they seemed quite
struck by the strength of HWlle's views and not least bis insistence 
on the correctness of the visa decision (the State Department, of 
course, vigorously opposed the issue of a visa to Adams).
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!1'0 KQ PROM lfllSlD:?IG!1'05 

�SY OF !BEu.�'l) 
"""' Mu:uCJIVs:ns Mi:. N. W. 

WMllll/CTo:<.O.C.eoooa 

FOR ASST SEOZTUY Q hO'J:GillJI noK ll:ICJ:IUL COLI.Dfe 

RE, Jam 'W@'S Vl§J:!1' ;o IMl!Jl!G'I'Q!! 

i, In th• cour■a or to4ar, I acco11111&.DJ.ec1 SDLP Laad•r Joiu, Huae 
to a series or Mainist.ration &Del Kill enqag..,anec u, 
lf�hillqton Wh.1=11. vc helped a.rranqe oa Ilia behaU. :-zie:,c 
included a. l.llllOII on C&pilol. Jllll With Sp<t«ker J'oley .:,.z,4 
mectillgs with Vioe Prasidant Gore, ��tional Security A4n:cr 
Tony Lalte, Cll&izll.m of th• J'rien4■ et: Irel.and FrAAJt )(cClo:,xey, 
Genators :r.enn-4y, Dod.d and lloYJlihq nnd Conqres,..ell Dave ONf 
.i.nd Joe XtllUleay, Tomorrow, ha will have a �•�ting lli.tzi the 
Sen.at• Poreiqn Relations Coaa!tt" and with the 6Ut• 
Depart.ut (llnder Secretary :Pater Tllr!loft). 

a. In tile courae ot &11 his a-tinqs ooth on tile llill .:,.z,d v,th th• AdllliA!11tntion, lrnnlu qp11&s�cd that the qraating � r .. visa to Adaas tor t:ha purpose■ ot: the Kew Yon cont:erence v•• the right 4ocision ror the AC111i.ni.str.tioA to n�ve lllllde. �� &aid that it would help .1.<laaa oe11 the Daclu·&tioa to the 110,., hard-lhe aleaenta in Silln rein/DIA. To »ever•l he aention•d private OOllllllcnts attributed to Adaas' acc0111puyug l>R """' (lie: Guigan'Z) Who when ••l:94 lrhetb.er Sinn 1'•111 VoUlcl accept t lie d tlvcl&r.11.tion said confi.4-tly "it •Hl J:,e okay, it will wock I\ oul:". Ila ft3 criti�l. Ot: the British Qo1"Cnaent for 1�• continuing failt1re to Ol=if"J' the Decl&r&tio.11 - "it tu llrltish OOUlcl tallt in aeozot with L!IUUI tor l 111.onths, \Illy colll.4ll•t th&J' meet b.ia tor thre• hour■ to giTa bia tlleneces11ary cla.rifications11 • :irw.e also expra:i3e4 the c0Avict1011 th•t it MIULs tailed to cle.linr o" the DMlar.&tion, siAQ rei11 
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t.bat they had 111et l;l1Jlle �: of co� Kllllle v;,.s tp say· t�t: \ he h&4 ut su.ch a!.'.senic\:r'.:m� of· t*• �ti;atlo:a� 
r att&�h a. copr: ;ot: th� ���•�t,, aqr'!114. :t,y lt?•, ,wt,J.c� 

\; •
• the lr!U.t:o e:ouse· nn· "'""'" toao:z::ow :C l"cir soao :reaso11. t11.e,i 

�ave ollose11: no� toi .i.,su
.

: \ll it tlli.s ! ��q 'u orig�ll!j intencle4) • . •. , , • . • : . \ • i 
I 

Gore's clispositioll:��b.Qllt vu. f�i.Ji41y; Mai sedouo'..

I 
Re hi.cl that the • Mailli'stzati:oa ha4 ;tai;� & .gaable • tn 
illSui.119' a visa. \ Ko ,des� ll'De IS: �Ut: ;ad 1in£lamlc& 
on u. u:!lltli,q 'c:rt:,tha·lvisa a:i f'Ti.tu'!� Ill tha maatilig 
whtoll !lllrd h� vi.th :hitn! yl.i.�atif tlle �t.�h •Iii�• .�,m,·. 
Gore asltd 11=4· Ylla.t th•·,Britiah i...,"-'A .hll.Ta clon• ill a 

I ;,iaiJ.u situ&tiou £ia ·1:h• IJ.i.g11.t of the � of •�-\tbat 
the:, ha4 :racefveGi:trQ!i !!uJ,s.e. c.ore said;:ua.e :iie.11ppeil' ith&t 
the TiM dec1.sio11 woullt 'be.lp tJla·\peaca pz:oo�s bu.t; .he

\ 
• 

A e,q,rasso4 <Hsa.ppo�t.\ 'g(l a:.•...,�•: ·at' J;&t 4-n ;t:ll&t 
/' �dula 11&4 not re�l!d iA. a way .. 11:icli llight lia.,-. ·,1:1ee11 

•or• llelpful. to· ·tir.e' lll�tion. d:11rillq ht. vi.si.t. ! 

I 
There seemed to iac b bei a c,lo-.r 'i11putc.tiOJ1. tn Gore•:,! 
tone Ud di..spost�tion that t!I� :iasu• •. o� :& 'Ii.Sf :lll.i the \

. future ,;ould not ea � 119' !le a�swned wa.eas MilllllJ .aovoa 
Oil his posi�io��- lra, :a�.� Bu:mej :�th•t: t.?!�r• i �· I
&n:,thiliq .enco'll%&qµlq' ui Mus presvnUtion: vh1.th· •C:011l.4 
be pointad to. IRDUi'J sa.i� ! �t ,r)µle'! tllerO llllY :not ·µ_va. 
b_. tlllLt much ili ,vliat:-a'4m sai� 'his cd1111ielit tli\at .• "tlWJ 
generation of·ut:s,i. rep��-:� go� to �fu,.;q\lll 
out of Idah PolJ;ti.?!' !•&11· Oiqlli:fi"'!'-l't� llllll,& ·�de. !the 
saiae point to o�• -: ill, the: eow:se I o� . thoi day •. 
I adclent.Ally, vllil<i, ...i.:tiliq w ,;o ·1.ntd, t!IG uatll:lg with 
tile VP •• v�o :.j0:i.1'�l �, �- lobl>y \l1Y tli•·Jkit\ish 
lllll>&asador Vllo ..--.1. soacnrll,at:· '. tu.a. ,aback bl!I aa.a.• s 
proaence iG tll.a tQuta !loUft. �• �uOQilo;:- iru �er� ,to 
meet Adia�stl;at�.t )�leW. �'! • o�� :•�sau-,,..; l.1 : 
'l'b.e lllffting . with; .btlloJS:, ! �, :the . �r,tonjll S■CIJ!riey-
2!.C1Visar, wu :&.UO- at.l:elld-4 l,f' llfallc;r iOclar:bex:9 c4 JU& 
!1011 both· ot. Whoa ,,Yer■ ,Oil i::ow:s..: V�.ji.nTO!vedj ·!Jl tJI& 
vi:,a decision� Lake - ·api:ej,:ired his !acp I a.clllurat:ioa. for 
Hllllle but ... cluri'.y 0011�•1°1 dO�.!-th•· a&C!'llllt ,of 
�ttentioA tll�t. Maia� ·lba.4\rec:ei'.vad 1 :ui .�! madb .• �• 9¥d
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Chat t.dau YU'St.and.i.llq•'"Z«t ft tall"\at 1:]la-11?"'�- 1t1Dla 
ill.Sisted tll,:&t: • the: ,'.decia,\Oll • ico: issue t:lle • vl:sa vaa tha 

II correct o:ae, a, reas�;-tbat �••. � ot?i■ral iA 1;he 
r0011, s•emo4 to app:c�:i.&te.•· ire •Ail! -�t. hot Ucl ;b4leD 

\ gettill9 a lot of �lla 01jiTi.cal o� tJle ��,don. j: : · 
·
:.:::...:.: ....... 

Inclicativa of_Lalt•�• �nce:cn •as• �•rt.�-� 4. to •h•t¥r 
the MainutraJio�, ��4d \ '.'°t �'IP �� out to
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Dnionist■ - "3bOUld we be hav:uig visible mevtinga �ith
the11", LUO ackeci. llume c:bose to .be non-coauaital 011 tAi3. 
It• UAdertoolt to lte1tp tbe Wbi tc ltouse i..n.conied ot IUIJ'
futur1t co11taot he had with the DIA, Xe also retorred to

I\ the peace ellvo:r idea saying Vbat -:11 r"ally r"'{lllrecl vas 
an econoJU.c envoy. lte said that such an envoy could be 
9Uarantell4 to meet rit.h Accept:aaoc bJ' all sides. L�ll:e
said that t!le OS could not "illterje�" it.-.elf into tbc 
NI situation but that "whan VO OaJI :be h•lp!ul we VOUld
lik■ to be son , lt\Jme also 11aie1 that if Si= Fein 
rejected the peace J:>eclaratio11 ha b�d so11e idva■ hov to
proceed froa tAere. lfe SU<Jg•stecl tll&t he h•d thought tbi3 
thing through though ha did !lot reveal what thsse ideas
wer1r. 

7, ![um., had a private •eeti.ag with the Speai:,.r, ova:r lunch,
for the beat pa:rt of two hours. Kc V&3 Tery pleaaea vi tb
tb■ eJ<Ctiuge. :ae sug,:;■sted. th�t Vhile b■in9 against� 
visa, it Ud not been �oley•■ illtc11tion to bv so viail:11y
a.nd publicly ide.ntif'ied oD tll.o 11eg-ativ■ side of tllc
d•bate. Jtume 34.id t.hal ha had vbhecl to spe&lt to the 
Sp@ak•r so•• weeks alJo abo1,1t this issu■ but dicl not
succeed ill &Uing- contact. lie sai,S that. he had therefore 
l@Ct it to Sc:Jator IC•1U1..Sy, to whom ll'llm .. had giveA a 
"••ry J::\ll.l briefing-' on his vieva on the J.du■ visa issue 
at. rip o Neill's funeral, to fill ill th■ Sp•alcer. 

8. Durillg other cont.acts oD the Bill it�� ••ntionea that
l!Urd bad n part:iculau:ly stormy •••ting witll senate 
Majority Leader Kitchell 1'llo ns one of Lhoaa Vll.o added
hi,, llallle U SQpport. of tllo J.cl;uu vi"a- �ughi.Dgly, 
S&ll&tor J:elllledy said t�t he YOllld deacribto the azcba.llqc
mor1t fully to llUlle on illlOtll.or oocnsionl. Kor• thall one 
Congre■saaa cnicl that the British case against i••uillq 
a vi■a for A4-s had b••n seriolUllf 4""'•9"'1 by the secret
talk■ that the Briti$b th8111DClVN ba.d with Si= Pein.

9. Yeste:rday evening Kua• vae quest at a r■ceptioll, boated 
at short not.ic■ by the COlllllit.tee for �v• Ir•l�, Yhich 
Vll.S att81lcled by &l>o�t 5D people fro• CAO llill, and 
■lsevbere, 

"nd 
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