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FROM GcRRY �DAMS

Ov�r the past weeks many of you have aske� Sinn Fein

to provide proof of the contact between us and

representatives of the 8rit-isr-, Gc,vE"rnment. Vp to now

we have declin�d to do so in an attemp t to protect a

line of co�munication which ha$ 2l�ays be�n dependant

on confidentiality and whi�h. we had ho9ed , could

aasist in ·the �earch for a viable peace prQc�s�.

At ell timas republ1cc1n!!. t,c1v!! t!!nde�vo\.lrct.i to ;,void.

the di1Sclc•s.ure of this lir.e o1 cc-10111unicat1on,�_ even 

would been to our 

when such 

Government. 
or to the 

oespite 

disa.,;!vantage

tht: f t\C t tl·,;Jt

of the 

the 

British 

6riti�h 

they 

are: genuinely s&reking .1 real scttlelilent. we regar d 

the contact as a potenti�lJy import�nt elc�ent in the

,;!evelc;>pmant of an ef_rectlve.,pll!u.-:a p roces�. For this

re-as.on we �ndel\voured ;i:t c.11 timcz5 to pro-tee t .this

contact believing that 'the; c-t}.ier.ti•.•e of pe�ce was far

n,or&e iini:,ortant th&n the st,ort \a,-.o·, pol i ticai 41,f fec-t.»

of disclo�vre.
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••""" oove•n .. n• toot, if the e,on•><" did b•<•••

publi<• •• would not, tell ll•• bY deny lno th•l• 

e<i•tence, Th• onu• ••• on soth ••••• •• enou•• total

co•«dentialitY, FM so•• H•• now, a•d 9oi"S be<•

of 

�peculation in the pres�-

nappened we fo1'mallY 

It •• ,lght th■t the•■ •• cunt••• ••••••• t•• s,,ti■h 

gov••••••• and our pM'Y, It i • • to• '1 y suppod••

bY th• maio•itY of ■•• ti•h and t,ish ••••"· Fo• .•"

of the.. •••sons, s1nn F•i n ••• ,ouoht to p,oto«

thi • p,oc •••, M • Malo• and "' M.vM•, ho .. "', hav•

eought to ahu•• it, Th•Y hOV• oc<ed ln bad ,ai'h ond

Mayhe•' • statements a,e oim•d •• s••••• a,,..,nslOO ,. • 

and conrust•• and ••••••••••• attention ,,o■ ••• •••1

1,ou••• Fo• th1' •••••"• l h.Vtt c,ned <hU

II\Ol"nin9',. press ,:�nfer6:1"1te

you t.OIIIQ cf the doc \,11acfl-\ s 

bet.wee1"1 ovt' pa,•ty and -the;,

-thi'Ji reluc:tanth' �nd onlY

are now b£:ing told •• 1-t.

;.n ordeT" to p1-.ce befcra

#:.
v,hi<:1'1 t,ave been e�chan912d 

er it 1 sh governmen-t. I do

to cor1'ec:t the 1ieS which

is still our intentiol"I to

Fi"t of •", >5 l ,aid Y•••••••Y• •h• <onl•< < •B< 

•••• than • condu<', 1' ho• b••• in ••"•••<• ov<• a

••• iod of ••• d•<••es, To ou• <••u• n >no•to•o• 1'

••• never been a>u.,d unll 1 no• by tho•• who

poli<lc>lly con••olled ;t on the ••••••h sld• •nd it

ha5 never, ever been abused bY the republic �ns. 

I 
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ThQ current pha!le of di'-C:ussion has been on and·· of� 

fo-r tho 1_..._t nurnba:!' of year,;, The late51i phase of 

initiated by the British government. IJe 

of welcomed 

Briti�I", 

In the cours.e c,f this. c;,1,1tlinli'-

and Sinn po11cie11 government 

exchanged and discu�sed. This p:-ocest; w&s not an 

altel'native to the discus5ions wt•,ich I wa!I ,;r.,ndu-.:ting 

Indeed on a number of occasions with J'ohn Hume. 

Nal'tin McGuinne�s in5tructed his contact that the 

•with the Hume/Adams discussions 
subst�ntive issues an� 

ware dc!aling 

that they WQre r. serloui. 

;:,rinc ipl<>i:., to reaoch on the 

dynamic and tha procci,ss required to bring i:-i;;i.ce to 

Ireland. IJhen John Hur.1e a:i..:1 l :-ec1ched agrc::?m&nt., tt-,w 

British Wc:T'GP in1o!"med ef this. Th6' IRA'.: p•.:,,sitive-· 

attitude to this doveloph\ent was 1!.lso conveyod � ·the 

eritish, Thel'e can bQ no doubt that Hr Major and his 

colleagues 

the pc-,tent1al to move, .ill of vs toward� ;, lasting 

I now 1t1ant to ds-al 

e..:c:.hanges 1111 th the 

position pa��•�. 

Sinn Fein .,.,ith 

., 
1t11 th .,.c,:n12 of thel! deta 11 of our 

Briti�t',. *- Thi!. include-d w-ritto':'l 

docu11tent. IJe, 

The• Brlti5h government, 
� 

its po�i \.ion in a nine 

in tvrn, .upplied th11m with 

s;uppl iG"r.l 

the Sinn 

Fein position in .an elev�n pe-T":a.graph documlo"n't, Yc;,u 

have them beforQ you. 

The Br-1tis;h governme-nt. c1i.o pru1J05ed tha-l ;:, Bl"itii.t-, 
gove-rnment delegation should meet witt1 a Sinn Foin 

delegation from Sinn F�ln �or a pr-oiactsd and int�n�o 

round of discussions. Venues ;,nd time!.cales for 

.thes� meetings "'ere disc:u!ised, IJc, were told that. 

©NAI/TSCH/2021/95/5 



• 

' 

' 

!!!UCh an intense period of n�gotiation would resui� in

Irish republican� being ccnvin��d that •r�Qd �trug�le

would be no longer necess•ry. We were .asked to 1-eQI; a

IRA oparations to facilitate
short su!!!pension , of 
these discussions. 

01ven the importance of �ll of thig, Sinn �ein �ou�ht 
and was given a co111111it Lment from the leader!;hip of 

the Irish Republican Army, that it would suspend 
operations for two weeks t� enable us to ��plore tha 
potential of the 8ritl�h �overnment•� a9�ertion, 

This was conveyed to thff Briti�h governm�nt on 10 MQ� 

1993. 

Although we were infor�·,c;,c:! tha-t the positiv1< resf)e>ni.o

by republicans to the Criti9h propo�al -�� the

subj•ct or a series of high l�vel meetings by BPiti:h

n:ainisters and offl.ca.l�, there wa-: no pos:itiv•

response by thQm and �ltncugh the line wa� in r�gular

use in this period i\·, wa:: n�� U!.ed ir, any p,:-sitiv"

way. 

propo•al and refu�ed to follow it through.

i,,e bel1eve 'this was ln1;;to.n-:ed, in pa.Pt at lG>.ao;t, by 

paPty political di1ficuttl.es wh1ch overtool: tt-.• Tory 

party leade-rship �t this 1.1me, and other cHffic:ultia: 

in the Hou5e of Commons which 1ead them to d�pcnd on 
Vnionist votes .t West�inst�r. 
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The bad faith and double de�ling inv�lv�d in this 

cleE\rly orG-i.ent-.. seriou15 d1fficultie,s fo-,. us. It w1111. 

clear to us fro� the early 

eovernroent had reneged on 

previous indications that it 

summer that the 

i t5 pre,posal 

may have- bee,� 

8riti!!lh 

a.nd the 

a-::tively 

seeking a way out of conflict, I �an� to strcs� also 

by thi-.s tih\e that London was well =-dvi1oed th-.t thP. 

discu�sion� between those involved In th& Irish pe�ce 

initiativ1;1 had 

They 

ra11.c:hed <1 point 

informed 

of 

by us 

significl"nt 

ttut this 

provided the best opportunity �nd fraMewor� for 

peac� if they had the politic.al will to move forw�rd, 

Despite: all of this the doc.uments we were r"co-1.v-ino 
... 

continu2d to .avoid 1.he main issue<;;, Their content 

dis1ngeniou5 and it becaME? clear 

that 

incre:a1oingly 

the P,riti.h wer-e 

of cr,,mmuni<:ation 

the quite hlatently abusing 

tor their own n�.rrl!-w, 1.hort 

The con11�unications quite 

clearly being '"'l'itten wit!-, a vie"' t-o clis,;iui�e tt·,c;, 

Sriti�h 9ovcrnment•� rej�ction of the sub�tantial �nd 
-1-� 

generou£ re.ponse by the IRA to the 8riti�h request. 

,. 

Simut-t.ant1ous1y the vo l un,e 

The British Government were 

confusion �nd division among 

exar11p le, -tl-ley now cl a i 1h that 

contact c?mmenced in response 

-I.he conflict 1o1as ovel'. 

le:al:!S 

no11,• trying t-:, sow 

rcpubl ic;;.ns.. Foi-

the <:Urrti,nt ph.,,;;e of 

to -·ea comm1tme:-nt t!-1.?1-t 
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TheY ..,ar-e

tha 1rilih

111hiCt't it 

�t\O'lllttdc;le 

al5P activelY engaged in tr-y in9 to t.t,.,.�rt. 

pe••• •••••••••• ••• to ■poll ••• pot■�••••

present�. t=ot- e){ainPl"• theY denied

of i'tS contents. Their 9tr�-t�9Y bY -t,his

H •• •• • ba ••• upon 11.. • nd d «in f • • • •" ■ n, Th« 

<"••••• thei• ... ••••Y up ,o &nd ind•••no tod•Y•

Li"'�' 1ieS and (!IO'l"ft lif!�.

91"e-.ent -a document whic:h

to -a communi.::i.ti<:<n f ,-om

l,IQ die! reecii-:C .uch a
Patr-icl< l'layhe"' 1� goin9 t.o

hC. a11eges 111as 1n ,.espon<ee 

us, Thi!!. iS e,.nother ue.

document bUt 1-t cama on 

and inC 1dental lY• nt.ne 

5 1-1ove-mber,

1110nt!"tS a'f ter

ou-t c,f the bl\.lE!,

he allQ9� the

a,.\so tha onlV

contac-t

substantial pc,l icY

the sui.111er,

Thi■ ••••••• •• b■ ■ •••P■n•■ •• ■ 2 N•••••••

co .. un••• Hon <,o• s, nn·· F••n· ,- •• i••••• ••••• •••• it

••••• •••• no ouch co■■un••••••n ••• b■■n ■■n• bY ••·

, 
sritish . ggvernment'S s November

nave 

\ 

pr-ll-cc-nditiOTtS on talk5 ..,ith SiTlfl

1n his Lord !'layor� eanqut!'t speecn , 

< oo•u• • "" o• f •o• •••• ••• a <.a••Pa ,ant ■ano•u• • •

•o sv••••o•i•■ •••" ,u•>i< and p•f •••• po•"'""' 1"

•••••'" of •h" con<oct ••••••n• publi< •• • ell••••

of 1es�S �nd �umout-S. 

Fel. n a.s p'l"ese"tc:t.1

this un�o1jci-t.ed
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Sinn Fein ac�&o at all times 1n_ good f'a.ith. \le sought

to mov� towards peace, bo1h through this pPiV ... tQ 

contact with the 8rS.·U.sh Government and through my 

ta ll:s with the 

have 

le:ade1• of SOLP J'ohn HU!ll&, 
and fl&-xibility 

ih& British Government have 

demonatrated intran1oigence and duplicity. They have 

rejected these very .-eal c<nd' tangible e,,i:,i:,ortunities 

for peace. 

In cone lusion, I return to what iSI c le�r l),' the mo1ot 

develop11tent in twenty of important 

conflict 

of th11t 

- the l�sue which in re��lty is �t the core 

controversy d��pit� Bll tha efforts a� 

d1sg1.Aising the.t fact - 'I.he Iri��, pei:ce initiati�e.· 

It, I repeat, r.iln dcl iver peace. 

rejected peace,· 

diversions �nd distractions for�ver, 

lie wi 11 bi.' held publicly aCCC4-..,.ntable by tht. people of 

Ir�land, Britain and by international opinion fol' his; 

denial of peace in Ire:iand. f 

Sinn F�in re111aini;; cOllhlitted to this. When the du� t 

has settled on thi5 

govarn111ent dupl le 1 ty, 
all Of Uli will have 

proces;s;, 

demonstrate 

I appeal 

their 

opportunity for pe .. co. 

dis;graceful phase of Briti.h 

b�d faith '""d do1,1ble dealing, 
t<1 endiraVOUT to 1:-ui ld ,::vch .. 

to people of 
for 

good will to 

oxis.ting 
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