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1. 

3. 

4. 

The Declaration: NIO view of reaction• 

Martin Williams described the general reaction, leaving 
aside the DUP, as "cautiously favourable". His analysis 
of the different elements, however, was less encouraging, 

The early statements yesterday by Taylor and Trimble were 
welcome, all the more so because they were not expected. 
I noted that Molyneaux seemed to grow stronger in support 
in later interviews yesterday. Williams agreed but ■aid 
most UUP leaders were sitting on the fence; it remained 
to be seen what their eventual attitude would be. The 
reaction of working class Unionists was critical of the 
Declaration. More worrying was the reaotion of the 
middle class and intelligentsia which was also "pretty 
critical", The NIO was pleased with Alderdice'B ■upport. 
Alderdice was so neurotically sensitive, there was always
uncertaintr how he would react, Overall, Williams 
thought mainstream Unionist reaction might well mirror 
The Newsletter editorial this morning (copy attached for 
convenience) which describes Northern Ireland'e position 
within the UK as now lees secure, but goes on to say 
about the Declaration "if it did (bring peace), then a
multitude of sins could be forgiven." (comment: the 
editorial echos the message we have been getting all year 
from people of Unionist background which is that movement 
towards some kind of united Ireland ia now inevitable 
although it may take some time, but that there will be a 
violent backlash if we push too hard or too fast). 

There is relief in the NIO that the groat majority of 
Conservative M.Pa suiport the Declaration. There had been
concern that a host le letter circulated by the 
Conservative Party here (Fee) would have a serious
impact, Hume's support was warmly received; the NIO had 
no other indications of SDLP reaction but assumed the 
party would take its line from their leader.

The great question was the reaction of Sinn Pein, about 
which the NIO is not certain. Williams said the NIO is 
uncertain also about the Loyalist paramilitaries who were
"reactive" not only to actual violence but to anything 
they thought threatened their position. 

oc; Ambassador London 
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/union 
weaker 
M•l'l'llnf View - lrom 
, ... o ... 
ffnd both a lavourabl• ■nd 
unfavourable ruction 
from the dltt.rfng pollUctf 
llIndJ>Olnta on our l1lanel/ 
11 almld, Ille two pr•ml•� I ( 111ure ua. at Ichlavln9 
peace, 1111 did, than I mul
lfludll ot •Ins COUid ba for• 
glv•n. Gut wlll 117 

Ev.n though II may 
at.ta lht oovloue ■D6UI 
"'• conalltuUonal atttue 
quo of Nonhern lretend 
(which 11 oura by l)lrtfl. 
right and not by gift ol 
-,u,., gov•rnrnant), the 
daclaratlon hu Undtnl
ably been complied to 
a■uage nalfon1ll1t opl� 
Ion - DuoyeG ovar ,_, 
montlla by Ille txpacta
UonI arnInIt1"9 from tht 
Huml/Ad1m1 11111,e Ind 
Ulualrllad by the �ulll
ullc wefoome atrotdad 
AIDert R�da on hi• 
rllum toDubfln, 

More worryf"9iy, It 11 1110 qullll CINrly lramad to c,fle, aomethlng wo1111. WNlt to 111• IAA and Sinn l'eln In ratum for I o■audon ol vlo1tn01. Tlla two !IO\lemmenta may want to Q91 1111 IIIA "Out Of Illa .,._.., bUI by doing to they r11k ltndlng I ct-1l9n lo 1111 public 1h11 Yloltnca paye. 
The declIr■Uon hu thrown up many unantwertd qu..11onI - pr1-

mar11y among th•m: will Illa IAA Yoluntar1ty glw up 

I 

111 Ila ■rn,1, ■mmunttfon Ind .,.plotlv•a 11■/ote llklng illl l■lllltthe n9110-d1ttng table In Illa_, of I 11pet'ffilnNt" C9Uetl,-? Thll WII • VIIICI Quaatton whlCl'I the Prim■ Mlnlatw w■I un■bl• to anawar .. ,. l1r1clorfly In lh• Com-
mon■ yHtarday, 

The Ifft ol 1111 deltrml• nation of both govtrnmani. to gat to grip• with Iha t■rrort111 will co� If lh• IRA dacldu to contlm,• 1111 ,mu_!d9'.!'U■ c1mp1i9n. 

Th• Prima Mlnl,iar h .. 
lndlc■ttd 1h11 lhI dacl1r1 
Uon 011,rs I lut C11111c1 
lot Ill• men of •lol•� It 
put -•v 11111r •rm• ,n, 
follow 111• conetftutloN 
pau,_ If lllay do not. car 
we look IO<Wlrd to the 
,99,.111v■ pursuit anc 
proM<:UUOn of lhl haNl
tr1•d gunmer, and lloml> 
an on botll lldla Of ui. 
bo�r? Thel Wth be m, 
,.., lltmua IHI '°' John 
Major and Alben R.-,. 
noldt should lllttr pe•ce 
gambl• be tnt.-c! with Illa 
oonllmpt the IRA hu 
1hown lo, p.qt lnlU.uv ... 

Tn1 baU h11 batn lobbed Into 1111 IIIA'I coun and IIMlr rqponH la IWlilad with lltlllld OrNt/1 by many people on both 1ldu of Ihle traglCllly divided community. TII• two gov•mmenta hlYI ltakad u,-,, repuiaUon, on IChlavlng I potl• dv• ra1pon11 lrom Ille Pro•o• and. uldm11,1y, from Ille loy■lill P■rlmllltar1H tomOH vlol•nce ii 
confldarad In botn 
London and Dublin to b• 
re,cuva. 

But the nrat priority muat 1lway1 be to ,.,._ 
guard Ill• Pt•c•lul 11pfre. don, and con■tttuUonal r1ghte ot th• vat majority of paopl■ In 1h11 Province, both Prot11tan1 Ind Roman Catholic. 
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