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statements of support for Joint Declaration from foreign 

Governments 

1. The Joint Declaration has been presented by all of our

Missions abroad to the Governments or organizations to

which they are accredited.

2. We have asked our Missions to encourage the issuing of

statements in support of the Joint Declaration. This

has been done in some instances unilaterally and in

others in conjunction with their British colleagues.

3. As of now (16/12 pm), statements have been issued by

President Clinton. Prime Minister Keating, the Japanese

Government. the Swedish Foreign Minister and the

President of the European Commission. Copies are

attached.

4. Reactions from the French. German. Italian and Canadian

Governments are also likely and a letter of support from

the Spanish Prime Minister is anticipated. Other

Governments have indicated that, if asked about the Joint

Declaration, they will indicate their support.

5. A statement is being prepared for possible issue after

next Monday's General Affairs Council (where the Tanaiste

and the Foreign Secretary will be briefing their

colleagues).

6. The secretary General of the UN has also been approached.

7. Statements of support have also come from Speaker Foley,

the Chairman of the Friends of Ireland, Senator Edward
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Kennedy, Congressman Joe Kennedy and the AOH. 

Anglo-Irish Section 

Department of Foreign Affairs

16 December 1993 
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THE WHITI HOUSE 

Oftiee of the Preis seoretary 

For Immediate Release December 15, 1993 

. .  

StatUient'by the "Presid'•nt· 

I warmly welcome today's joint declaration of Prime Mini•t•r• 
Albert ReynoldA and John Major proposing a fr1111ework for pe.aeeful 
resolution ot the ■ituation in North•rn Ireland. I have tollowed 
with 1ntanae interest t.h• British and Iriah Prime Miniatera' 
eo�r•geo�a aearoh for p�ace. The1r fl�xi�ility �•• led London 
and Dublin, tor th• fir•� ti�e, •to aeJcnowladge_the other'• 
deepeat aapirationa. Th• joint declaration reflect• the yearning 
!or·peaee that is shared by all traditions in Ireland and creates
an historic opp0rtunity to end the t:-agic cycle of bloodshed.

Difficult iaauee ■till remain to �e reaolved, includin9 queation■ 
at the heart of national and cult.u·ru identity, and l'IIAjotity •and 
minority rights. iut a■ Prime Miniatar ReynoldA said, the 
framework recognize■ that differenc•• can be fully and 
,at1s!actorily addreased and 1olved through the political 
process, on the basis ot fwidamental principle• of a9reement and 
ooneent. It reflect• the belief of both governments that the way 
forward lies through dialogue and cooperation without 
gomprolldain9 the belie!s of either t.:'adition. I 5lll eopecially 
hearteaed that, in the words of Pri.l!le Mini•ter Major, the 
trame,rork "cloaea no door1, except the door to Yiolecce.• We 
hope that all partie■ will be inspired by the v11ion Mr. Reynolds 
and Mr. Major have 1h01m. 

I reattirm the readiness of the United states to contribute in 
any appropriate way to the new opportunitiea which lie ahead in 
Northern Ireland .. our support tor renewed political dialogue 
reqins atead!ast, 

In thia se�•on of hope, the call !or peace on earth haa a epecial 
resonance in Northern Ireland. No aide which claim.a a legitimate 
•to.ke in th• tut�e of Northern Ireland can juatify continued
violencG on any iround•. I call on those who would still te•K to
emklraoe or justify violence to heed the worda of Paul and cast 
otf the works of darkn@a■ and put on the armor of light,
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PRIME MINISTER 

ITAffMENT IY THI PAIMII MINISTER, THI! HON P J K!ATINQ MP 

The Auatrallan Govemmont weloomes the Joint Otolaratlon on Ireland Issued 
by the Brltlth Prime Minister, Mr Major, and the lrlah Taolsaaoh, Mr Raynolds, 
on· 15 December. 

Th• Governm.nf bell11vte that tl'lt Ooclaratlon offtrt all partlea In Ireland a 
new opportunity to o•tabllah a aolid bHll for underttandln; and truct Within 
the 1111nd and with the United l<lngdom. Peaoa In Ireland can only be bullt on 
suot, und&rstandln; and trult. 

Tht Governmtnt hopee ·u,at all parties wlll now work for a renunciation of 
vlolenot and for ptaOl!lful reoonomatlon. 

Australia'• 1uppor1 for p1101 and reoonolnatlon In Nonhem Ireland haa been 
ahown In th• put by Sir Nlnlan Stephen's chalrmanthlp of the polltlc■I talkl 
on Northern Ireland. 

We continua to bt rl!lady to offer what 1upport wa uqfuRy can to the process. 

CANSERRA 
Dacembttr 18, 1983 
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• .Dece■ber 16, 1993 

State■ent bv the Preee Secretary/Director-General 
for Public Information and Cultural Affairs of the 
Foreign liniatry OD the Joint Declaration by the 
Prime linistcra of tho U.I. and Ireland 

1. The Governaent of Japan welco■ea the Joint Declaration
on Northern Ireland which was issued by the Pri•e linistcr.S
of the United lingdoa and Ireland today.

2. It ia the hope of ■Y govern■ent that all partiea concerned
will, on the baaia of the Joint Declaration, abstain fro■
resorting to unlawful terrorist acts once and forever and
that reconciliation will be pro■oted ao that peace and
stability will soon be restored in Northern Ireland.
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STATEMENT BY SWEDISH FOREIGN MINISTER 

16 December 1993 

A meaningful step in the direction of a solution of the 

conflict in Northern Ireland was taken yesterday through the 

Joint Declaration which the British and Irish Prime Ministers 

adopted. 

I welcome the Declaration and I plead with all parties to 

refrain from further violence. The Joint Declaration now 

presented is a constructive starting-point for continued 

talks. The opportunity now offered in search of a solution 

of the conflict must not be ruined by new acts of violence. 

It is my hope that the New Year will bring with it the 

beginning of a life in peace for the population of Northern 

Ireland, which has suffered so much from violence and 

terrorist deeds. 
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On behalf Of � Coaait1i0ll, ! welc=e the Joillt �CllZ'&tion lllade by � 

'f'aoi,.ach. I'll' Al�rt Jteym>lds and the Briti1h Pr1� M1nhtv. Xr. John 

Na.for yesterday 1n London. 

This l)cclarat1on Providas a �asi1 for Pe&c, in a part of the E\lropea:i 

union Whicll ha, suffered 10 muoh traitdy and v!olence over tbe �&rs. 

The &diievei.iant of peace 'IIOl:ld bring i:&.-.y social a.,d •CQl:IOCl10 benefits
(to tha l"Qion, the Mei:abv State, c;oncuned &nd the ZUro,ean Uflion &a a .

' whole. 

Tbe Joint Declll"ation rightly NCoani, .. the UIPOl'Unce of the iuro.ie&n
di111tn11on. ni. Coan.11as10!l wt,hes to 9ive practie&l aupport to the
peace Prooe11 and is·wtilint to dilc:uss with t!le two l'ltlubtr Stataa mo1t
di.NcUy concerned how kst thts ca.n be done.
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·PRESS NOTICE

c, fsr 
f J{; ff;_J; 
ftfi 6W,q,
�m�
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�Af 

Palaz%o C!bigi oircles express satisfaotion at the understanding 
reached y�terday :betwaen British Prime Kinistar Major and :rrisb 

_. _ -� Minist:e.r Raynolds on the delicate problem of Northam
.. Ireland,.� - - - -•: • 

• - -
' --

·-·-·---��

!t is·-considered, in parti,c:ular, that the ffJoint Declaration" of
the·two Prime Minis-ear• constitutes an operc1tional fr.u11ewc,rk wit?d.n
�ich should d.4velop an active process of reconciliation with a
viaw � a just and enduring political solution in the intere$t& of
t:ha rri&h peopl.es.

:It is pointed out in the saine cireles that tha understanding 
reached yesterday represents a aonere.te and fai:"-seeing initiati.v• -
pursued, signi.ficantly, in the spirit of the co:mmon European union 
111embarship of the united Kingdo111 @d of Ireland - to put an end to 
a situation of conflict which has c:aused muon 111ourning and 
suffering. 

16-DEC-93 1llU 17:44 353 I 754505 
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AMBASAIO NA hi:11'!.e!ANN .i, #le.�

AMEIASSADE 0'1RLANDE EMBASSY OF IREL.AND 'µ $ 

TELEFAX 

lS Decelllber 1993 

Amb�£"'9.or 01Rourke 

Aas. sec. Se6.n O'Buiginn 
Anglo-Irish Division 

1 

0sti>anega.de 21 
DK-:2100 Copenhagen 0' 
De.nmark 

tel: (45) Ji 42 32 33 
fax: (45} 35 43 18 SS 
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!the following is an l::lnbassy translation of a statement ey the
Danish P_oreign Mi?iister this afternoon. 

3oi.J:i� pecI.aratioA from. tb6 Briti$h an4 xrish Go"lr6rimtente on �h•
Peace Process in Botj;hern treland.

The Foreign Minister states: 

The Gov:ernment has, with pleasure, received t:he news of the joint 
Brit•ish•I.rish Declaration on the peace process in Northern
Ireland. 

'J.'he Gover=ent supports· the peace process whieh has now been 
initiated and hopes that the Irish and British Governments, 
toqether with the parties ooneerned, can before long come to a. 
1asting solution to the bloody ;md destructive conflict. Xt is 
crucial for the implementation of the peace process in Northern 
Ireland that the parties which are using violence should cease 
to do so imlllediateJ.y. 

The Government hopes that within this geographical area, it may 
also prove possible to meet the wish for the establisblnQ?lt of 
democracy and for resistance to violence. 

• Copenhagen, 16 Decel!lbtU' 1993 

-16-DEC-93 TIJU 17:45 353 ·1 754505 
------ ·---

P.03

©NAI/TSCH/2021/95/45 



17/12 '93 18:12 @353 1 754505 DEFT OF FOR AFFS ...- DPI' TAOISEACH 2 il!005/009 

• 

COREU"DUBLIN 

COJmtl DUBLIN 93.12.16 19.23 
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-� • "ep'E p1rl;:f BRU/1590" �-.. .--
12/93 18:49 BEtlRl!: LOCALE 16:49 HEORE G.M.T. 

DIFFUSION RESTREINTE 

OBJET .·coDIV: DECLARATI'.ON CONJOINTE DES PREMIERS MINISTRES DE 
GRANOE-BRETAGNE ET D ilJll.1iNDB. 

REF 

A LA SUITE DE LA DECLARATION CONJOl:NTE ENTRE LES PREMIERS 
MINISTRES DE GRANDE-BRETAGNE ET D'l:RLANDE, LE PORTE-PAROLE DE LA 
PRESIDENCE A FAIT UNE DECLARATI'.ON A LA Pl!ESSE. LA PRESIDENCE 
SOUHAITE EN INFORMER SES PARTENA!RES .' VOICI LE TEXTE OU 
COMl!ttlNIQUE DE PRESSE: 

''A L'ISSUE DU CONSEIL AFFAIRES GENERALES DU 15 DECEMBRE LA 
PRESIDENCE, AYANT PRIS CONNAISSANCE DE LA DECLARATION CONJOINTE 
DES PREMIERS MINISTRES DE LA GRANDE-BRETAGNE ET DE L'IRLANOE, A 
EXPRIME SA GRANDE SATISFACTION ET SES FELICITATIONS POUR CE'l"rE 
IMPORTANTE REUSSITE POLITIQUE. ELLE S'EST FAIT LE PORTE-PAROLE DE 
L;UNION.FOUR SOUTENl.R LES EFFORTS QUE LES DEOX GOUVERNEMENTS 
ENTREPRENNENT DANS LA :RECHERCHE D'UNE SOLUTION PACIFIQUE ET 
DEMOCRATIQUE DU PROBLEME DANS L'IRLANDE DU NORD.' 

COREU. BRU 
FIN DE TEXTE 

NNNN 
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PRESS 

DUBLIN, 16 DECEMBER 1993

CL fJr (§) 
frr; ft: .. h.J
At� 1) � v,, ...... 
hi��

�� Canadian Embassy � &,.,._ � 65 St Stephen's Green hi�. 
Dublin2 ��

RELEASE 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

CANADIAN M!!l!!ST!:R OF FOR!:!GN AFFAIRS 

LAUDS ANGLO-IRISH DECLARATION 

Foreign Affairs Minister Andre Ouellet today welcomed the Joint Declaration on
Northern Ireland issued in London on December 15 by Prime Minister John Major
of the United Kingdom, and Prime Minister Albert Reynolds of Ireland.

"Prime Ministers Major and Reynolds have taken an important step forward in
their efforts to achieve peace, stability and reconciliation in Ireland. I hope that
those who have pursued their objectives through violence will now have the
wisdom to seize this opportunity to reconcile their differences peacefully," Mr
Ouellet said.

The Principles contained in the joint declaration respect the rights, beliefs and
values of both communities in Ireland, and accept the need to proceed with the
consent of the people of Northern Ireland. Mr Ouellet underlined that Canada has
long supported efforts to achieve peace in Northern Ireland. For example,
Canada has provided financial support to the International Fund for Ireland,
established by the British and Irish governments to encourage dialogue and
reconciliation between unionists and nationalists.

©NAI/TSCH/2021/95/45 
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testerclay evem.».q, the � Bo� Committee c:n. Irish Mfairs in. 
COng:res■ issued. t::he : a.1:t:a.=hed. statement o:n. the Peaca 
Decl.aration :in tba ilalla c:f it:s �ee co-cha.il::meti, ccngressmen 
l!'isb, x.anton an4 GillrlaJ!..; 

ne Bm1)assy vu in touch 'tbroughoUt yoste=&y rith the �:fi-
0� .. all i:h:tee :�� u.d pa:ticular1y vit:h eo:qr-am&ll. 
l!lmlt:cn in an �rt t:o !�o tll.Olll t:o :caspcm4 positivel.y -tct 
the Jc>i:it. Declaration.· !Con:idarillq the previous po:st:ure of 
tha A4 � �tt.ee,. . this st.a.t:amant is very s.r.tis:ra.c:tcry • 
.bonq other eI.amaat:s, it!= 

condemns.the recent; escalation of �ta.l..ity CU%ia4 out 
hy the l:ll ea the ;t>rot:estallt paramilitary groups. 

appl.lllds the �eo.og:nition in the Declaration of ·the 
• • urgencr ·o� the si=a.tion h Kort.hem r.rel.nnd lll1d the

vilHngness tc take �s t:cvttds rasolvilig th• c:ti.sis
there.

:says that the 14 Jletj Gl:oup 11rtl!llllin quarde4ly hcpaful. t:ha.t 
� parties to the: con:fllct will. bka this cha.flee fc�
J1CqOtiatiOJ1.S11 •

(1!Cl'UL li'0 0J' P:A.CU! 2) 
�:cm OP�: K � : 
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COntact: tlellb1.a Reilly 
(202)22:5-54'1

Tbo lliparti.aan �� ot the 14 !oC �aiml.al 
CODitt:u tor kilm Attain: tcday :ru� 1:o � po,sc;e plan 
� � 1:1? 11:it:.iali. Prbc � .Tobzl Ka.j� &%Id 
.?r!Sh Pl'illl& Hhdzrter Alt!Rrt-�. • ':tla Comi�..ee•a th.....a cc
a,a1n,m,, Emilt:ozi. Pi&, '%21� JW!ton ad ·Bcjlllldn �Umu. 111 a 
joint�aai.4: . 

•� 14 Eoo �icniai ccnit:.1:.aa tor Idah AUAin hH
ZIO'Q9f;lt f" CA psi: � � to � tha � � peace, 
3uri.1", and aii em = aJ.l ��ea and d.1ac::;!minar1cn i:l 
� l:Nl&Z14, we parti=1:arlY d,Qpl=e· � n,;ant ascalaticn 
o:f :bnt&lity � - Claffieid � llatll. � ea IRA. and. Pntutaat 
panaiUuzy groups - V!li.ch: au cl.alllM c. lives er co 2IWIY 
1m\C0111�.lleGPl•• . ' • Va A&9- contimaUY apb:iiti ,;ad the aeed tor ili&med1au aetion 
vn thia 1"Ua J:,y the Id�.� al'lll va •PP� this 
%aoa,piiticz:i cit ·Ce: ur;micy c1!. � oi�C?l ir. Xo..� :t--cl&nd. 
Ud. will� to tab stall$ tc"JU'cl :osel.vinr;- the criais thare. 
'rhia plan, hC-4var, is jwst a tin; seep. lihile ii: coi:rtdM �y 
po.iUve. stataenu, tha plall outlin= no �i?uta �01"&,l• tor 
m:inqiz:c;; uout ttea= 1%11: nc SllOcifio � tar Url.�� 
n�tiatiana- ; ; 

we � �Y �etul. tll.a.t au pa;--.iu � tna cet'1£lict 
vUl � a4vantaqs et tAia c:bl;n1:a r� naqcU&ticna, wt: va taJta 
thi-9 opporn:uty to i:utant& � rh::I btlliat t?i&1; it 1.s viQJ. 
that � go� � InlaM and Gz:ut: Jritun :oucw � 
cm their �ttmant -to-� i:hll Y14a a� o� pol!� 
Ti.•- ill N� %:'auml-• 

-j
' 

!:S'i=O �L'iS'l!llsJ.E llliS
-· ·-"·· · -
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