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common• Debate on Declaration 

The extract■ below from BBC NI TV coverage do not cover the 
full debate - we miaaed aome interventions - but they may be 
immediately helpful, From what we saw, there waa approval or 
qualified acceptance of the Declaration on all 1ide1 of the 
Hou•• except the OUP (I have also heard Archbiahop Eamea give 
hia approval of "the courageu■ attempt• on Radio Ulater). 
Note John Smith•• two que11tion1 and Prima Miniater'• raeponae, 
al■o the Prim• Mini■ter'a spirited repli•• to Paialey and 
Robinaon (in tone •• well as content), HWll8 1 1 aupport and the 
Prime Minister•• graceful acknowledgment, and the Prime 
Mini1ter•• general respon■e to the apecific que1tion1 put by 
Maginnis and Rilfedder. 

"Mr. Smith, Can I a■k the Rt, Honorable Gentleman two 
question• on the detail of the Declaration. In �axagraph 
nine, both Government■ cownit theiuelvee to ■eelting to create 
inatitutions and ■tructurea which would enable the people of 
Ireland to work together in all area• of common intere■t, 
What kind of inetitutiona and what are•• of policy do the 
Goverrunente have in mind, and eecondly, the Rt, Bonorable 
Gentleman referred to what he deecribe1 aa the crucial 
■entence in paragraph four about conaent being freely and
concurrently given North and South. Ia it the -aning of thi■
paaeage that a conatitutional aettlamant arising from the
talk• procea■ could be put in separate referenda on the &Allle
day to the people of Northern Ireland and of the Republic?
Finally, may I endorse the appeal for an end to violence which
the Rt. Honcrable Gentle111&n made in hi■ concluding aentence.
That must be the overwhelming de•ire ot all the people of the
Briti1h Iala■, not leaet those in Northern Ireland, who have
■uffered the appalling violence of the laat 25 year1.

Mr. Najori Aa far a• the Rt, Bonorable Gentleman'• two 
specific queetiona are concerned, the reference in paragraph 
nine refer■ ■pacifically to the three•atranded talk• that are 
continuing at the pre1ent tia and there would be a la.rg• 
nWllb•r of areas of common intere■t that are being identifed in 
the•• talk• that would be the eubjeat of the etruoture■ 
referred to, A• far a■ freely and concurrently given ia 
concerned in terma of referenda, it certainly need not 
nec:eaearil¥ mean referenda on the ■a.me day at all. What it 
do•• mean �• that that C__Q_Q_l<l be the eituation; it ia a 111&tter 
for agreement in the tal1ci"and beyond. But it certainly need 
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not neceaaarily be upon the a411\e day. It doee imply that 
consent• would need to be given aeparately North and South, 

Hr. Holyneauxi Haa the Prim• Hinieter noticed that already 
thia morning'• •tatement i• being termed "the Downing Street 
Declaration" and thoae of ua who remember the earlier Downing 
Street declaration in the time of the Gover�ent of Lord 
Wilson will remember that it waa very specific in aaying that 
the affairs of Northern Ireland were an internal matter for 
the Parli&ment of the United Kingdom. Can I, in a 
con•tructive faahion, aek the Prime Minister to assure ua that 
the drift from that poaition over the past 20 year■ will be 
halted under hia premierahip? Madame Speaker, whatever the 
eventual ooncluaiona one may draw from thia rather torturoualy 
worded statement with ita many contradiction•, it does seem, 
and I'm referring to the atat•-nt, not the one juat made by 
the Prime Minister, it doe■ appear to give some finalitr to
the aecret diecu■•ions which have de1tabili1ed the Prov nee 
over recent month•- and which the Prime Minister ha• recogniaed 
just now, Doe■ the Prime Minister share my exrectation that
we can now proceed to govern Northern Ireland n accordance 
with the wiahea of es, of the population, Protestant and Roman 
Catholic 1 -Who were greatly reaaaured by hi• remark to this 
Houae on 18th �ovember that, and I quote hie word■, "the 
future conatitutional poaition of the people of Northern 
Ireland ia • matter for the people of Northern Ireland to 
determine and for no-one •l•• to determine•. May I ju■t 
finally a■k the Prime Minister can he confirm that the joint 
atatement doe• not aaaert the value or le9iti111&oy of achieving 
a united Ireland without majority conaent, commit the people 
of Northern Ireland to joining a united Ireland aqain■t their 
democratic wiahe■, •■tabli■h any form of joint authority over 
Northern Ireland, even by phaaing, eatabliah any joint 
mechanism■ euoh •• a permanent convention, or qiv• Sinn Fein 
an i111111ediate place at the talk• table, and can the Prim• 
Minieter aleo confirm that the atatement do•• not aideline the 
very valuable round of meeting• between the parti•• convened 
by the Miniater, the Honourable Member for Deviz••• which are 
now drawing toward• a succeeaful conclu■ion and which have 
been au�ported ju■t now by the leader of Her Kaje■ty'• 
Oppodtl.oni' 

Mr, K&jor1 Let me aay to the Rt. Honorabl• Gentleman upon hi■ 
speciflo point■ at the end, I can confirm to him the joint 
declaration doe• not aaaert th• value ot achieving a united 
Ireland, doe■ not ••••rt the leqitiJaacy of a united Ireland in 
the a.beence of majority consent, do•• not either, for I think 
it waa implicit in what the Rt. Bonorabl• Gentleman aaid, 
c0111111it the Britiah Government to joining the rank• of the 
per•uad•r• for a united Ireland, that ia not the job of any 
Britiah GoverniMnt, it ha■ not aet any timetable for a united 
Ireland, it doeen't COllllllit the people of Northern Ireland to 
join a united Ireland againet it• wiehee and it doe■ not 
e■tablish any arrangement■ for joint authority, I can confirm 
each of thoee point• to the Rt, Bonorable Gentleman. Al far 
a■ the talk• proc••• undertaken by my Honorable Priend the 
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Maml:ler for D•vizea i• concern•d, we anticipate and expect that 
they will both continua and intanaify. Thay are, I believe, 
becoming extremely valuable. We wish to proceed with them 
with all ■peed ■o that we can make further progreee in the 
talk■ which will run alongside the Declaration that I have 
just ••t out to the House. A• far ae the consent principle i■ 
concerned, I reiterate again why I wiah no-one to b• in any 
doubt about thi■, the poaition, the future constitutional 
position of Northern Ireland, liea now and will continue to 
lie within the wiahe■ o� the people of Northern Ireland. Aleo 
•• long•• a majority of the people of Northern Ireland wish
to remain within the union, then th•r will have the total and
complete support of thi• Govar11111ent n doing so. 

Mr. P&ialeya Would the Prime Mini■ter car• to co111111ent on the 
fact that the great difficulty and th• field of controversy 
between Northern Ireland and the Irish Republic, Northern 
Ireland being a member of the United Kingdom, although thia 
document naver one• mentions the united Xinqdom, that word has 
been jettisoned entirely from the document, but could I aak 
him thia queation, this queation of Article• 2 and 3. Surely 
that is the very nub of the matter of controversy, Why is it 
that thia papeF doesn't even mention it? Now a melllber of thi■ 
Government ■aid to me outaide, •oh yee, but look at page 5." 
I have read thi■ document carefully, in fact I was able to get 
from Dublin the whole information which I put into I'll)' letter 
24 houra before thia document waa available to other people. 
aut thia i• what I want to aay to the Prim• Miniater now, and 
it's very important that the Prime Miniater answer thi• 
gueation, he confirm• that in the event of an overall 
aettlement the Irish Government, ia what the Taoieeach aaya, 
will aa part of a balanced conetitutional a000111111odation put 
forward and ■upport proposal• for change in the Irish 
Conatitution which would fully reflect the prinoi�le of 
consent in Northern Ireland, But it'• not the principle of 
con■ent in Northern Ireland that ha• anything to do with 
Artiol•• 2 and 3, it'• the principle of the territorial claim, 
and yet thia most important matter ha• not even been referred 
to. Could the Prime Hinieter tell us what the statement on 
page 2 really do•• to the present po■ition, and I'm quoting 
from paragraph four, '''l'he British Government a.gr••• that it ia 
for the people of the island of Ireland alone, by •�r•ement 
between the two part• respectively, to exercise their right of 
••lf-determination on the baeia of consent freely and
concurrently given North and South to bring about a united
Ireland, if that is their wiah," Row iB that different and
ian't it different from the present situation when the entity
of ••lf•determination in Northern Ireland i■ the people of
Northern Ireland. Why muet the people of Northern Ireland be
now linked with the Irish Republic on a que■tion of their own
right to remain within thia United Kingdom. And finally,
could I ••Y to the Prime Minister,•• a public repreaentative,
I find it very offensive to be told that in three montha'
time, if the IRA ceaa• their violence, without any conditions
of handing over their weapons or their bolllb-makin9 material or
any of their military prow•••, that they will be invited a•
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conatitutional politician• to •it down, That goea to the very 
gut of the re•entment of tha people of Northern Ireland who 
have been slaught•red and butehered and murdered, and I don't 
mind what the Honorable Member aay• here, he hasn't had hi• 
eon•tituent• murdered and butchered, maybe he would like to 
eit down with the godfathers of the people that would do it, 
and that goee right to �he gut of the peole of Northern 
Ireland, And they look upon this aa really a aell-out, act of 
treachery, 

Mr, Major1 Lat me touch upon the la1t part first. The 
Honorable GantleJ11&n makea the point that eome of hi■ 
conatituants have been murdered during the course of the laet 
25 years by terrori•t activitiea. I acknowledge that and I 
undar■tand the misery that would have 9iven to hie 
con•tituenta, their familiea and to the Bonorable Gentleman 
him■elf, I muat •ay to the Sonorable Gentleman, the purpoee 
of thi• Agreement and thie docU111ent ie to make sure that 25 
year• now hie euccea•or doe• not eit there aaying that to the 
Prime Minlater. I wiah to take action to make aura there's no 
more bloodahed of thi• aort, No more coffin• carried away 
week after week becauae politiciana will not have the courage 
to ait down, addre•• the problem and find a way through, And 
I am prepared to do that and if the Rt. Honorable Gentleman 
believea that I ahould not, then he doea not understand the 
re•pon•ibilitiea of the Prime Minister of the United Kingdom. 
On hi• three que•tiona, it doean't specifically refer to the 
United Kingdom, it •peoifically refer• to the Union, which I 
think the Honorable Gentleman himaelf care• about. If he 
reads the document carefully, which ala• he had not done when 
he JD&de hie remark• thi• morning and ia•ued hi• letter, he 
will aee that reference to the Onion, Aa far aa Article• 2 
and 3 are concerned, the quotation an•w•r• hia own que■tion; 
that ia clearly intended to refer to Article• 2 and 3 in due 
courae and doea •o refer. On hia third point on paragraph 
four about freely expre•a•d coneent, the apeoifio point of 
paragraph four, to mention the freely expressed conaent North 
and South reapeotively, What it ie eaying to the Honorable 
Gentleman, that he, hie conatituenta and all the other people 
in Northern Ireland have them■elvaa, by their own action■, in 
their hand• the future constitutional poaition of Ulater, 

Mr. Bim.1 Could I expre•• to the Prime Mini•ter and to Mr. 
Reynold• my deep appreciation for the enormoua lllllOunt of 
energy that they have put into trying to gra•p the hope of 
peace, the hope that i• •hared by the m&••e• of the people on 
both of theae ialande. And could I aay that having read thia 
joint declaration, it ia one of the mo•t comprehenaive 
deolarationa that ha• been made about Britieh-Iriah relation• 
in the paat 70 yeara, And my appeal to all aec:tiona of our 
people ia to read the entire atatement in full and to have no 
knee-jerk reaction■, but to atudy it carefully and in tull 
before reapondin�. And ae the Houae would be aware, it's been 
a conaiatent poaition of my party that the Britiah-Iriah 
quarrel of old, the quarrel of •�ve�eignty! haa_ehan�ed 
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poat-nationaliat Europe of which we are member• but that the 
legacy of that past ia the deeply divided people, and I 
welcome the fact that thi• declaration identifie■ the problem 
aa the deeply divided people of Ireland. I also welcome the 
fact that it recogni■ea that that diviaion can only be healed 
by agreement and by an agreement that earn• the allegiance and 
agreement of all our traditions and reapecta their diver■ity. 
And would you agree with me, aa I welcome alao the fact that 
hi■ Government ha• collllll.itted themeelvea to promoting ■uch 
agreement and to encouraging auch agreement, and whatever form 
that agreement take• the Government will endorae. And will 
you agree with me that the joint atatement is a challenge to 
all parties to come to the table in a totally peaceful 
atmosphere and to begin what i1 the very difficult procea■, 
and it will be a difficult proce■s, of reaching agreement, but 
if it takes place in a peaceful atmosphere we will have much 
more chance of reaching such an agreement, and my appeal to 
everyone who cornea to that table would be that they coma ar111ed 
only with the atrength of their conviction■ and not with any 
form of coercion or phy■ical force, And let us remember at 
thia time that it ia people that have riqhta, not territory, 
that hum.anity tranacenda nationality, and could all of thi• 
Bouae •hare with me at thia moment the hope of all our people 
that today will be the firat 1114jor atep on a road that will 
remove forever the gun and the bomb from our amall ialand 
people. 

Mr. Majora Well I'm grateful to the Honorable Gentleman for 
thi• comprehenaive aupport. The Honorable Gentleman is right. 
The deolaration ia a challenge to all partiea and to all 
people concerned with finding a peaceful settlement in 
Northern Ireland. I have to ■ay to all partiee I think we 
have no moral alternative but to take up that challenge and 
see if we can find a aatiafactory outc0111e. Th• Bonorable 
Gentleman haa ahown hie peraonal commitment to a settlement in 
Northern Ireland for many yeara, Upon that baaia, hi■ support 
today ia doul:)ly welcome, 

Mr. Haginni•• .... if that proceaa of verification include• 
the aurrender of arm• and exploaiv•• and also that it require• 
tho•• who have been involved in violence to declare by 
drafting a new manifeato and ■eeking approval of the ballot 
box by drafting a new manifeato which totally ••chews violence 
and ••eking a mandate at the ballot box before in fact they 
can fully enter into the democratic proc•••· 

Mr. Kajora They would certainly be required to qive evidence 
of aincerity and the faot that they have renounced violence, 
that i• the purpose of having a gap between the renunciation 
and the entry into exploratory, prelilainary talk•, ao that we 
can examine the matter• that the Bonorable Gentleman rai•••· 
Th• dreadful murder• at Fivemiletown of the two brave men he 
mentioned, I think are the lateat in a long catalogue of 
wholly unneceaaary and waateful action• that have destroyed ea 
-nv ceocle'• live• in Northern Ireland, There ia a
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declaration were to be taken up that p■rhap■ no more brave man 
need join them in the future, 

Mr. Robin■on1 What it i■ that Loyal Ulater ha■ don• wrong to 
have this further betrayal vi■ited upon ue and when he talks 
to the Hou■• about the eonaent of Northern Ireland being 
required, will he remember because the people of Northern 
Ireland have not forgotten that their conaant waa neither 
a■kad for nor given for the Anglo-Iriah Agreement, their 
conaent waa neither aaked for nor given for thi• Declaration, 
It aeama that it ia only the final act of ••paration for which 
their consent will be required and will the Prima Miniater 
tell thia House, ia his atomaoh no longer turning at the 
prospect of ■itting down with the IRA and will ha tell thia 
Houae why it ia that he haa taken away the unfettered right of 
the people of Northern Ireland, of them alone, to have an aet 
of ■elf-determination and why he ha• included it, and why ha 
haa included it, in the self-determination of the ialand •• a 
whole. W�y ia it that the Prima Miniatara from thi■ Hou•• who 
moat protaat t�at they are Unionists are alwaya the on■• who 
do the bigge■t harm to the Union. 

Mr. Major, Wall I ui afraid I have to aay to the Honourable 
Gentleman I think that waa and it waa intended to be a wholly 
daatructive intervention. �h•r• i• no que■tion and the 
Honourable Gentleman knowa there ia no quaation of betrayal in 
anr aen■e. I would invite the Honourable member to read the 
joint Declaration and than read it a9ain and then read it 
again until he under■tande it for he oannot juatify what he 
ha■ juat aaid. The conatitutional guarantee and the eonaant 
principle are writ large in the ■tatement and in the letter 
which the Honourable Gentleman publiahed thi■ morning with hia 
Honourable friend the member for Antrim he claim• that I had 
given "the Prillle Minister of a foreign and alien power joint 
juriadiction over part of Her Majeaty'• dominion■"• That ia 
what the Honourable Gentle111&n wrote thie morning. Be was 
utterly and totally wrong about that. I have don• no auch 
thing aa the joint Declaration make■ unaml.,iguoualy olaar. The 
Oeolaration etatea that ■elf-determination muat be exerciaed 
aubjeot to the agreeiunt and oon■ent of the majority of the 
people of Northern Ireland. The Honourable Gentleman ahould 
read the Deolaration before he cofflll!ent■ on it and not mialead 
people about it and I hope one day the Honourable Gentleman 
will not alway• put him■elf between aotiona that will bring 
peace and that peace. 

Nr. Taylora •••••• I fully under■tand the meaaaga inherent in 
the Declaration today and to whom that me■aage ia diraoted and 
it i• becauae of that that obvioualy there ia much amphaaie on 
Iriah Nationali■t aapiration■• However M&d&11 Speaker, the 
Prime Miniatar will know that in my conatituenoy 951 ot th• 
people are more interaatad in Sritiah a■piration• and whilat 
he ha• given aome aaaurano•• today and apecifically referred 
to paragraph 2 where he ••y• both Prime Mini■tera guarantee 
Northarn rralann'• atatutorv oon■titutional auarantee. The 
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differently what Northern Ireland'& conatitutional guarantee 
really i■ and therefore for the purpo■e of giving contidence 
to the British people of my conatituency can the Prime 
Minister assure ue (1) that this Dsclaration in no way weaken■ 
Northern Ireland's position within the united Kingdom and (2) 
that it'• in no way gives Dublin any further role in the 
internal affair■ or administration of Northern Ireland, 

Mr, Majors Fir■tly, let me ■ay to the Honourable Gentleman I 
think the whole Bou■■ know■ that the fact that he waa on one 
occasion very badly wounded by the IRA and of hi■ bravery than 
and ■ubaequently. I am grateful to what the Honourable 
Gentleman says, I can give him both the assurances that he 
seeks. Thi■ in no way■ weaken■ the constitutional c;uarantee 
that was first ■et out in the Constitution Act of 1973, There 
is no weakening whatsoever of that constitutional guarantee 
and nothing agreed today in thi■ joint Declaration givea the 
Government of the Republic of Ireland any additional aay in 
the affair• of Northern Ireland. 

Mr, Jtilfedder: 
talk• with Sinn 
all their gun■, 
Ireland but all 
Irish Republic. 

Can we have an aaaurance that there will be no 
Fein until the terrori■ta, the IM, hand over 
ammunition and axplo■ive■ not only in Northern 
the amount■ of material that they have in the 

Mr. Majors Well it may be rather difficult in practice to 
find out preciaaly where it i■ and who ha■ it, That i■ a very 
practical difficulty that we have. What we have ■aid beyond 
any doubt i■ that there must be the cleareat possible public 
renunciation of violence and then there muat be a 
decontamination period ao it i■ clear that that renunciation 
of violence i• going to be hold and that there will be no 
violence ao that one can then determine whether Sinn Fein can 
enter into di■cu■■iona," 

c,o. Ambaaaador London 
Emtlaa■y Washington 
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