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BBC BREAKFAST WITH FROS� 
INTERVIEW: JAMES MOLYNEAUX 

DECEl\tIBER 5TH, 1993 
Pleas• note "SBC Breakfast with Prost" mi.11t b• er■dit11d if any 

part of this tran1eript is used 

OAVIO PROST: 

A.1d �ow �c :u=� :o the s�b:ec: �= No�thern :relan�, t�e p���� 

:r.cves !.:-. �;c:::::.he::::i I:::e!and con:::!.::ue to be devi:.:.ec by r.:.gh-i,refi:e 

re�ela::�::s ��d errors and r!cri�:.::ac1ona and :he !r�cish ar.� 

Iri�� Fr��e Ministers fi::al:y got ::o��:her lase Fr:d&y, �us::: :we 

days ago, but their neetir.g en<:i'!d ·11it::out any �ormal s::acemenc 

or �3re<!!mer.:, just a prom:.se tc ::ieet again nexc. week. -:�ia 

mor::'ling there's a fresh row ov'!r c.he R'!pu.blic of !raland' & 

constitutior.al claim on the North. N�spaper reports, as we'vs 

j•.1st heard, saying that J'ohn Major is softenins; his line, Dcwn:!.ng 

Street sources this morning de?'ly it. Joining me new fror.. 01J:: 

Belfast 9tudio, a vital figure in the f1Jt:ure ot r::--.1.and, t::e 

leade� of �r.e Ulster official �niGnlsts, James �olyneaux. �a"'es 

good morning'. 

JAMES MOLYNEAt1X1 

Good morning to you Robin ... aorry David. 

DAVID ROST, 

Jesus I'm looking older this morning, it's the glasses, it's an 

easy mistake co male•. tqow I know .i.n fact you can't see very 

clearly from the other end there because you"ve act�ally got �s 

comi�g into your ear but you don't have the delightful picture 

that we have of you. The Sunday Telesraph here thie mo=i�g, we 

q-�o:ed it earlier. Major 1oftens l:.ne on rri�h claims to Ul5ter, 

now denied by Oowning Street, the suggestion that he's relaxing 

l. 

bNAI/TSCH/2021/95/44 



• 

on his demand for a stateme4t tc mention repealing Articles, and 
3 of c:.he Irish Const:.tui:ion. what was your rea�tion :o t'.:lat s:ory 
this morning? 

JAMIS MOLYNEAUX: 
Well DownJ.ng St1·eet was ql.!::.te .:-:.gr.t because it. was net Jo:.n �1a.jor 
whQ said that, r sa.id it �n my contnPut:ion to the Q1.:ee!'l' s 
Speech. On your programme Mr Reynolds said to you that it hewer& 
forced to put that. referendum to the peopl9 of c!le scu;:h of 
r���and he could not get �t chrough and ttereby it wo1.:ld d�mage 
his s;overnment. ::: s.aid. nc: u:.reuonabl y, t:iat whc ;.re:-e we co 
qi..ucion his po!iit.!..;,:1 and ,.,,hy �ic.n' � WI! iccept ..,,�at h,; sud, 
after ¼11 he kr.ows beet, and t!lat if we were go:ng tc be required 
to a�ree to somet:r.ing which wol.!ld be manifestly far more serious 
for �o�thern Ireland, the!'l the people. a lot of the peoF�e in 
N.:>rt�o!!rr. Ireland would say '· .. ell why worry about l� • . So I :::hi::k 
it cane from me two weeks •g�. not from Mr Major. 

DAVIO P:ROST: 
Well I mean the point was thac '"hat Albert Reynolds said here on 
this programme, he sa1d he couldn't put euch a referer.du:n co the 
people now, in the morning chey wouldn't pass it, but �e said 
that "we are prepared to ask the Irish people 'are you pre?ared 
to change Artielee 2 and 3', l' ve given that commitment and 
that's what the Unionist population wanted me to give and they've 
got chat commitment in relation to it". So you have a com:nitment 
that ha would put it to a referendum but only when the c�ear, 
whole outline of the package is clear? 

JAMBS MOLY'ND.tJJ.1 
Yea that's right, only �hen ha would get something more 
enforceable than the unenforceable Article■ 2 and 3 whic� he's 
got at the momant: and that other alternative would have z••n 
joint authority over Northern Ireland leading on to our oeing 
invo:ved in a United Irelar.d, that's whac he meanc. 
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DAVIIJ l"ROST:

Well he d1d m3ke that pledge or �1:at promia� anyway, �lso th�other story th!s mornin�. there's oo much to talk about, was tteUls:er politicians, the claim:i �: en� IRA r.o h3ve put out peacg:eel�rs to �oderate Loyalists:� �crthern Ireland. Art you aware, aa i:h� Cbsei.-ver says :oday, ::l:at that ::as happened, tt.at therehave been IRA peace feelers tc Prot,atants?

JAMIS MO�YN!:.\OX1
Well : wou!d be !!attencJ i: i:;�c�le r:�d ti!lrn.ea m� a rnccerat�un1onist, t::'1ey haven' i::. ;,een in touch wit:1 me certainly but: :d�n•c doubt :hat all this kind c! :h!�g does happen. :•m always,:: would· ·:e !:::een surpri:ied, :or '!Xa:npli;, earlier in the w"e!-:, .:. �someona t�ld me that no contacts we�e made with the :AA o::- •,dtilany otl:er �arrorist organisatio�, a:ter �ll this kind of �anky�an%y·s bee� going on for ,o years, I don't doubt chac �t ishappening. 

DAVID FROST1 

An� in term• of what's happening you have given the governmentthe benefit of the doubt on their contacts with t:he IRA, haven'tyou? 

JAMES MOLYNlliT.1:1
Well I've taken the rather eynica! view, that's because of mygreat age I eu�posa, that it haa been going on «nd we've all �e•nit 90 on from right back from Willy Whitel&w's time - the tea andbune and them in Paul Channon's flat - and I'm sure Willy •hookh&I1ds with him as they were leaving and said "I'm terribly ,orrywe didn't reach complete agreement but do keep in touch chapa,do keep in touch•. And than we had Merlyn Rees' incident eentrea, then we have the mechaniem continuoua!y in operation, exchangingtha details of the recognised codewercis which you hear r�peacedlyquite frequently in re�ard to the plan:ing o.f bombs .ind thac sortof thinq. So it's bean going on and the evidence of it hae beanthere and you remamb•r that Enoch Powell and I, as !ar back A3
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:979, 1980, 1991, were �!!rc�ng people co •ll of �his and we were 

la-..ighed to scorn by th• i:.dustry, ::ew� ir:duacry and : havs co say

a i:eat �any Ur.icn�s:s as w•ll. 

OAVtD FROST: 

au: at t�e earr.e t!me de yo� th:nk er.at there is a c�ance o: pa�ce 

by Ch.:-istrna• or a ; o:�: dec�arac!.on by Cl".ristmas, : rr.ean .. , ? 

JAMES MOLYNIAUX1 

Oh! think that ycu �,n:�oned e3rlier on in the programme abeuc
�I; h!gh profile, : �or:·: th:r:►. things everAdone by me3r.s of high

profile, I do :'tot c::i:::,; - although I W(lu:;.d like co see peace

to�orrow i! ctac were pczsible - I do not :h1nk 1c will happen

in that way. I chir.k t::at eh• proper course is that i� wh1oh Her

Majesty's gov•rnment is embarked, the nswa i�duscry don': seem 
t� want to knew &bo�t ic. We have ::,een workir.g c;..:ietly i.n

di!cussions ar.t bi:ate�al oasis witr. �ichael Ancra� t�e junior 

min!ste-r whc' s in cl":arg-ee of political davelopment fer three Molid 

:nont!:s, we !'!ave m&.:!e t!:at known that that is going on but nobody

anywhere wanes to be 1r:tereated because it's not high•wire 
summitry. But !'m con!:den: that that Will deliver be�au$e you

see waat it w11: do wil: enable the people of Norther� Ireland, 

and they have the key :o it • it will enable the� to !!r.d a 

common denominator posi :ion which will ena.ble chem to work

tcgetl":er, perhaps at a low level of administrative goverr.ment

� buildir.g up gradually to something higher. But you cee it's based

on my firm belief that we have in Northern Ireland one c::o�munity

not c:.wo, and my job is to draw together the etrands of that

community and if you ask ma how wide that is, it's exactly 85 per

cent of the population s:m�ly want to get on with their everyday 
life and work together at ease with each other.

DAVID PROST: 

And when you t&lk about the plans tor t�e !utura and the laa:

r:hree, month• working wi::h :-!ichael Ancra,n do you hope that that 
would be a more constructive way to peaee, 1, that what you're 

saying? 
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JAMES MOLYNEAUX: 

�ell cf course it i$ because you see i! you ;ec Prime Miniscers 
ro·.;..-:d a table, if you get ;,arty :.ead!!lre around a ::able 
;ar:.::ularly in Northern Irel3nd. yoi.: ehen aek them to whic� 
naci:� �o ctey wa�: to �elor.g and of �ourae they'll �ell yo� &�d 
on:e c:-.ey' v,e told you well c.l:-.en i:' s all up with any progress. 
so :he sensible way ::.o co :..:: .!.s tc recognise tl:-.at ther� 11re 
di=ferences, di::erences of aspirations but reflecting thac view 
o: •,1hac : c:a:: c::e g� ·..rhich has been, !or exa:!'.ple. 
coc:irmed in che Iriah Times public opinion poll taken only eeven 
1ays ago. You have :he graat�r number of wh�m I spe��. 
?rot-!s:.snts ar.d Roman Cathol.:.cs, 85 pe!· ,;ent of the popi.:lation

c: �or:.l:-.err. :reland simply want to get on with :heir •v�rycay 
·af::;;..:.rs without any inte:-fe:-ence, or i:tdeed any sur..mit:-y.

OAVU) FROST1 
Alld i:t fact 23 per cent was the figurg, wasn't it, o: Roman 
Cat��li:s who �ar.ted a Unit�d Ireland? 

JAMIS MOt,YNEJ.UX: 

Ne t�ere's only 14.7 who wanted a Unitad Ireland. 

DAVID l"'ROST; 
Oh well there's anoth•r one, it was only 23 per cent of Catho:ics 
wr.1ch would come back probably to about 14. 7 overall o: t:-.e 
populition. But I mean did you welcome the talks on Friday, do 
you welcome the next meeting later this week between t.h• li'r:.:ne 
Minister and Albert �eynolda, do you welcome those thing• or as 
you just said about summitry do you think we'd be much better off 
without all thia summitry? 

J>JaS 140I.o?NBAU'X1 

we would be much better cff without it and I'v� alwaye take� th13 
view and I think 3aronesa That:her ueed to share my view when she 
was l�ader of another party in Parliament betore ehe became Prime 
Minister, she used to find it all vary tireeome ae ahe did in her 
early days, I think ahe acquired a liking for it later on 
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because, well certain high profile natu=ally that .ort of thing 

doesn't appeal :o me but summicry is something which is highly 

damaging and therefore I d!.dn' t advise against the me�ting 

yes::�rday, ! think what wa. very uaerul in that they downgraded 

it :::-om call�ng i:: !a'..ll:lmit, even so there was far too much 

expectation bu�lt up because what t::e new�p�per! were talking 

about couldn't possibly be delivered. 

OAVID FROS'r1 

And w:iat. about, yeu �ltarly although you don't 4gree 4bout 

summ:ts and 3C en, ycu cbvio��ly, as you eaid, we do underetand 

-!&C:: ether, ha\·e a vet"'/ good relat:ion�i':ip wHh ,John Major, what 

is wr.at Ken McG·Jinr,ess c.escri:Oed in July as your arran9em•nt, he 

call�d it, with :ohn Major? 

JAM!S MOLYNZA'11X1 

The arrangement is exactly the sa�e as 1� was w1tr. Jim Callaghan 

in hi, time, that provided Her Majesty's gcvtrnment elected by 

tn� Parliament, by the people of tha rnited Kingdom, provided 

they are governing in the beit 1nter�sts of the uni:ed Kin�dom 

in general and o: Northern Ireland in par�jcular, these are the 

k.sy words, w• will not terminate the life of the Parliament 

prematurely, That's ex•ctly what the formula is. 

DAVYD l'ROST1 

And in terme of the future of Northern Ireland, 1n term• of 

message• from theae, from these meetings, Albert Reynolds eaid 

for inatance that he would go anywhere at any time to talk to any 

political leader. Would you like him to come and aee you? 

JAXIS MO�YlraAUXI 

At aom• stage we would be prepared to repeat what w� din last 

year, for instance remember Mr Paisley and I way back, tour years 

ago signed up to the prospect, not juat the pro1pect, but to the 

plan to meet at some stage w:th Irish gov�rr.�ent ministers. We 

did :hat, particularly laet year tcr quite � long time, ! myself 

led m� delegation to Dublin, there ian•t any barrier to that if 
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there's evidence that it's qoing to lead to something but we c 

not want to indulge in mere summitry as a gimmick i! it's nc 

going to lead to anything. 

OAVI:O FROST: 

You and !an ?ais�ey :1a·1� siort of a.greed to disagree e.t the momer 

h�ven't you? 

JAMBS MOLYNEAUX: 

We have a very civilised relationship, we were speaking on tr 

telephone only last evening, yet. 

DAVID FR.OST: 

So that your ... 

JAMES MOLYN!Atl'X: 

we•r• two separate parties so ... 

,, 

OAV:t:0 P'ROSTI 

Are you in parallel or are you different? 

JAMEi MOLYNUUX1 

Both, we're in parallel on the things that really m&tt--r, t 

retention of Northern Ireland by the will of the greater r.umb· 

o! people, 8S per cent of the people in Northern Ireland ju 

simply wishing to stay within the Unit--d Kinqdom. We would diff 

of courte on th• tactics, we would differ I suppose on t. 

pre••ntation of our ea1e1 in public, but on that there isn't a1 

great dif!erence in that re■pect. 

OAVID 1'KOdT1 

Now at the moment the two governments .re trying to come up wi 

a form of words that will persuade the I:RA to lay cown �heir ar 

and for a cessation o= violence. What have you got to offer the 

what would be your mes1a9e to the IM to per■uade them to l 

down their arm■? 
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JAMES MOtYNBAtJX1 

well my meesage would be exactly the sama as it wculd be to the 
Loyalist paramilitaries, �o 1ny c:lminal� anywhere 'n the United 
Kingdom - stop b•ing criminal■ - that's for start&rs. 

OAVIIl 'P'JtOST: 

And how would you persuade them that :c was in tr.eir interests 

to do so? 

J/\M!S MOLYNV.UXi 

Well! think you don't need to p•rsuade criminals to stop being 

criminals, you simply say to chem - you're breaki�g the law of 

the land, ycu•r� acting again3t th: wi&hes of the greater number 

of people :n ycur own country, you're trying to set by violence 

what you canno.:: gee by dmr..ocratic means so 'Hill you 11top it. 

That's all one's got to say. 

t>AVIIl PROST1 

And when do you think such a ceseation o: violence might happen? 

JAM!:S MOi.lNBA'UX: 

Well I don't think we should di:,count entirely the sum of the 

truth which have been emerging from the rather confused 

disclosures of the past week or 10, There had been feelers put 

out, do you remembe�, even a year ago today before Christmas in 

regard to an extended cea1e�ire over Christmas, there was a 51-

point plan no doubt evolved through the eam• channels which were 

diseloaad only a.bout a \!leek ago, So that I think there i:i 

something in that th&t paramilitaries on &ll .sides are now 

beginning to se9 that they caMot gee by violence that which i• 

available through the ballot box and therefore I think that they 
then111elvea may b'i coming to the conclusion, there are siqns that 

they are coming to the conclueion that it itn't worth going on 

any longer. 
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OAVID P!lOST1 

Jam�• Molyneaux chank you very much !or joining ua th19 rnorn!ng 

we hope i:i some way chat we will f!nd hc�e in t�e sicuat!.on, 

we'll obviously be talki�q about it with Douglas Hurd in a �oment 

or two, but r:gh: fo= now t::.ank you very much indeed. 

JAMH MOLYNEAUX: 

Thank you. 

DAVIt, IROST: 

Jame• Molyneaux t�e:e. 

END 
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