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Possible reaction to Rev, Martin smvtb 

I think his remarks were thoughtful and constructive. 

The issues in quest1on are profoundly serious for all of us. 

Rev. Martin Smyth's statement showed that he and his party 

are taking their political responsibilities seriously, and 

in a way which clearly rose above polemics or empty point

scoring. 

What he said on the difference between a total cessation of 

violence and tactical ceasefires makes complete sense, and 

it is a distinction the Iris� Government would agree totally 

with. 

We must all seek to lay the ghost of violence and construct 

an exclusively peaceful, democratic approach to working out 

our differences. 

(Each atrocity serves only to highlight this basic truth. 

That is true of today's deplorable attack, which must be 

condemned utterly on all sides). 

His remarks encourage me to believe that the UUP, while 

defending strongly its own principles, will seek to play a 

constructive role in the process. 

That is very important since it must be clear to all that 

there can be no lasting or stable arrangements on this 

island if they fail to secure the consent of the Unionist 

community. 
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ANGLO-IRISH SECRETARIAT 

BELFAST 

m21lt JNJI lfellanU8 
l'NiR: 3 

D.OIII Ai11gcal O 'Don09hue 

Pl-111e aopr 1-diately �o Gen:y Co:rr 

:rxiten:iaw yitb the Rer, N&rtin Sllrlh on

Btd1? Uleter. 12 October. 1993 

::rp.tpryiewer: Momento ea.l1er I 1111ked Martin Smyth to reply to 
Nigel Dodd's comimnts that "his coDU11entB were ahoc:kins and 
Uta:r:ing. 

Bey. Martig Smyth: I would ·have thought that the DUP Wi:re doing
well in reepondi.Jlg to queatione without •xuiining what w11e 
happening and. quite frankly I am fasoinatecl by that apprgcch 
inaofar a11 I understood that they recognise that if Situi Pein and 
the IltA cease their violence they would hav� to be eon■idefed as 
11 political party and part of th• basic qualification is there 
1rnu1t be a· clear. �idenee that there ia no longer ll place fox
violence in polities in Noxthern Irelud. 

lnternmt11r: But let's look a.t the timing of your cownenta Martin 
Smyth. The Unionist hac�les Lave been raised by the Bume/Adam• 
initiative which will ·be 4iGOU,Ul'9d in bublin toda.y, the DOP point 
out that you are giving crecli- '\ity to Sinn Fein befor� the IRA 
have laid down the.ix: arma? 

Rey. Mart.i,lt sm,tlu No, we ha.ve rightly spelled out the aituat.ion 
and I am uiazed actw,.lly that. there is that .reaction. Of course, 
I appreciate that there are thgl!le who regularly &&y t1nioniirt.s ;are 
11 party of reaction and p�rhaps maybe that ia the De111ocrCltic: 
tlnioni■t poeiti-on. We have spelled out Olll" position very 
clearly, �hen people are aaying now the Middle East ie getting 
sorted out, why not Northern Ireland, we &re aaying that the same 
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when people Ill'& saying now the Middle Ba•t is getting sorted out, 
why not Northern Ireland, we are saying that the eqe terms that 
have been t>resent in the Middle Bast are applicable here. In other 
words PLO had to move away fram violence, there arc other elements 
out. there who are still involved in violence H1U11111aa for example and 
secondly, the neighbouring Al::ab e�tes had to recognise Israel'• 
right to exist. we are saying the same thing iii lllo:rthe:ai :rrebnd, 
those who want a major atep fo.ward for peace, at.ability must 
reoocplise that YQU eannot uee violence imd terror as a political 
weapon and 11eoo.ndly, the people who freely and dAlltocratically 
choose by ballot 1:10:ic what -they want, shoirlcl be-allowecl-to go clc;,wn • 

'that road and be recogt1i.cred by others who may disagree with them, 
r mean that's democracy, that�• pa:ct of our whole constitutional 
history, if by vote people lllove in cartain dl.recti1:m11 there should 
be• peaceful hendover, 

��r But even if you do invite Sinn Fein to a Ilegotiating 
tabla, Sinn Fein are going to want to talk about a united trelllild, 
you say you won't even diec:ues that, so wa are not really much 
further oa are ve? 

Bvy. Hartin Smythr We have said that within Northern Ireland 
1'-use it is the people of Northern Ireland, not a pdrty in 
Northeat Ireland who will decide, it is the people of Northern 
.IrclAnd eind unless we live iq. the light of that h&rd reality lfe are 
not icing to get anywhere and yon will never bomb a majority of 
people into submission when they are convinaed of ths rightness of 
their cause and quite.frankly socio-eoonomiclll.ly it's .all there, 
the I.rish Republic would not exiat. today as a modern state without 
the subvention tram 2urope, who's payu.g the bulk of that 
subvention, the British taxpayer, 

lqteryie,p&r• But Martin Slllyth, what's the point of even offering 
Sinn Fein a place in & negotiating table if you are not going to 
talk a.bout what they want to discuee? 
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Rey. Martin &myth: We are saying that there is no place for"them 
at a table as a political po.rty if they are simply the proteatness 
for terrrori1n11 and tbAt was confirmed last week in a San Fra.ncisco 
Cou.t where a Sinn Fein Councillor supported the :tKA's violence ... 

:rnteryiewer: Even if the IM were to surrender all their weapons 
and Sinn t"ein were to oome to t..lks, yon won't talk about what Sinn 
Fein rega.d as the oentral point, they want a united rreland? 

Rey. Martin SD!yth: We are prepared to discuss realistically every 
�sue �ut they must�eeogni-se that in that-oontext wh•n it sees to. 
the ballot box the people of Northeru Ireland will want to re111ain 
within the tJnited Kingdom and therefore we have got to talk 
realistica.lly and any political.party will tell you that, you don't 
stay away from a political pu:ty because you disagree •ith them 
fi:mdamentally, the Labour Party disagree fundCllllentally with the 
Tory Pa.J:ty, that doesn't say that they don't discuss, they don't 
have ciebatea, they do. Whe.t we are saying cateq0d1;:ally is that if 
Sinn Pein want to be a political pa.rty then they must eschew 
violence, I think that is a very logical position, I can't see why 
people are getting het-up over it and why now we have m�ved the 
g�e again by aayi.ng that aince they want a united Ireland we will 
not discuss it wi�h them, We bava bean prepared to discuss our 
position clearly and will continue to do ao, 

1.1>' I �lll.3e10:;!S II:/ E:9C.lLSE: 

12-0CT-93 11JE 12:39 353 I 754505 P.04


	acover_tsch
	Binder12
	TSCH_2021_95_4200009
	TSCH_2021_95_4200010
	TSCH_2021_95_4200011
	TSCH_2021_95_4200012


