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Interview with Secretary of State. Sir Patrick Mayhew

on Radio Ql■ter. •rn■ida Politic■• Saturday 9 October. 1993

Interviewer; Good afternoon. The Prime Minister went out of 

hie way yesterday •peaking at the Coneervative Party 

Conference in Blackpool to reassure Unionist• that Northern 

Ireland'• oonatitutional po•ition would not be changed without 

the consent of its people, Mr Major in•i•ted his Government 

would not bargain away those democratic rights, or any part of 

them, to appease those who seek to rule by the bomb and the 

bullet. There wae no direct reference to the Hume/Adams talks 

but the Prime Minister said no Government he led would 

negotiate with tho•e who perpetrate or eupport the u•e of 

violence. Mr Hume himself returned to Ireland earlier in the 

week from a jobs promotion visit to the United States. Bis 

first task was to brief the Irish Government on his talks with 

the President of Sinn Fein, Gerry Adams. lie had undertaken 

thoee talks on hie own initiative and was not acting as an 

emmiasary from anyone. Th• Taoiseach, Albert Reynolds e111erged 

from the meeting to say he had been given a doownent by John 

Hume which could provide a basis for a peace prooe1s, His 

apparent •nthueiaam for the talks wae welcomed by both Mr Hume 

and Mr Adams. It now 1eems likely that the Irieh Government 

will raise the Sinn Fein/SDLP propoaala with the British 

Government later this month at the next Anglo.Irish Inter

Governmental meeting, When I spoke to Sir Patrick Mayhew 

towards the end of his Party Conference in Blackpool, I asked 

if he wanted to see those proposals, 

secretary of State; I have said that if, ever aince this 

busine•• began, that if the Iriah wiah to ,how me acme 

document, I 1h0uld be very foolish if I aaid no, goodnes, me, 

take the thing away, I am not even 90ing to look at it. Of 
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f course I will look at it, But, aa I have often said, whether
\ I am impressed by it at all is quit• a different matter. 

Interviewer; I understand that. But even if you do look at 
it, there are people in this community, thia society who will 
eay that you would be engaged in negotiation•••••••••• 

Secretary of Stater ..•••••• they'd be quite wrong. 

Interviewerr ....•.. with the political wing of the IRA by the 
back door, 

Secretary of Statet Well that would be absolute rubbish. 
They would be quite wrong, and I have said eo before, and I 
shall eay eo if they are ever unwise enough to eay that to me. 

Intaryiawerr You make a distinction? 

Secretary of Stater Of course it ia a silly thing to say. I 
have made it perfectly clear that there ie no question of 
negotiating with any organisation that either perpetrates

terrorism or juatifies it, So, I mean, lets have no doubt 
about that. I do think people have a great burden of 
responsibility if they are in leaderahip in public life, who 
,et about stirring up anxietie, and fears where there is no 
baaie for them. There ie quite enough anxiety, suspicion and 
fear in our society in Northern Ireland without wantonly going 
about it in circumetancee where it ia quite unjustified, 

Interyiewerr And you are saying that people who would say

that you are, if you look at this document, at one remove 
negotiating with Sinn Fein, they are stirring up fears.

Secretary of state; Yea I do say that. 

Interviewerr unjustified and unwarranted, 

secretary of state1 Yea I do eay that, I have made it 
perfectly clear. I mean just to take, just to teat the thing, 
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to ahow it1 abaurdity, Supposing the Iriah Government were to 
show me a document which begins with the only message that I 
am interested in from the IRA, violence is over, Not a 
ceasefire, Permanently over, that• it. It would be 
ridiculoua, wouldn't it,if I waa to eay, I am sorry, I am not 
intere1ted in that, I am not going to look at it, becauae

aomehow or other it ia tainted by the means by which it haa 
arrived, It ia ridiculoua to describe that as negotiation, I 
really do feel rather croes that peoples' anxieties and 
suspicions are being stirred up in this quite unjustified way, 

Interviewer: And you are saying, juat now, that the only 
meaeage you are interested in from Sinn Fain and the IRA is 
one which eaya the violence ia going to atop, 

Secretary of State, Yea. I 11111 not juat aaying that now. I 
have aaid that for a long time, I have aaid that is the only 
meaaage I am interested in, If they do that and if they ahow 
that they mean it, that it ii for keepa,that it ia for real, 
that they satisfy a lot of extremely eceptical minds I may 
aay, becauae look at the thinge that have been happening both 
in Northern Ireland and in London and elsewhere in recent 
weeks while all this talk about progr••• toward& peace etc, 
haa been going on, There are a lot of aceptical minda about, 
If, however, they declare that the violence ia over, no 
conditions, and show over a sufficient period of time that 
that ia for real, then a new atory can begin to unfold, I 
don't doubt, 

Interviewer, can I juat put this to you aa well, becauae 
there are al10 people in thia community who would say that if 
John Bum• and Gerry Adams have produced proposals and if there 
ia the elighte1t chance that thoae propoaala if considered 
would lead to an end to violence, you have a duty to look at 
them very carefully even if the top line ia not an end to IRA 
violence, 

Secretary of State; That'• a rather different proposal from 
the one that waa being put to me juat now, ian't it? 
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Interviewer; Ye■ it iii. 

secretary of state1 Quite the opposite side of the fence. I 

am quite used to that, because I get ■hot at from both ■idea 

and in the middle aa well, and, therefore, you have to analyze 

your own position and be quite clear on what the proper course 

of aotion is, and that ie what I try to do. Now in an■wer to 

your point. I believe that the 4 Church leader• were 

absolutely right when they ■aid, speaking jointly, a weak or 

more ago that they think it is damaging and unwise to 

speculate as to whatever the contents of this document or 

whatever it is, may be. I am sure it i■ unwise to epeculate 

on the basis of what if it ■ay■ thi■ or what if it aaya the 

other, 

Interviewer, But wouldn't it be wrong of you to miss any 

opportunity of beginning a proce■s, the beginning of which 

would lead to an end of IRA violence. 

Secratar:y of Stat1; There is only one opportunity and it is 

the opportunity which is offered to terrorists and they know 

it is their opportunity. Their opportunity, if they wish to 

■eek a political objective, i■ to declare the end of violence.

There is no means by which they can contribute to arriving at

their political objective, whatever it may be, so long aa they

either perpetrate violence or ju■tify it. None at all,

Ab■olutely none,

Interviewer, wouldn't it be ■illy, though, of John HU111a, 

considering that he ia a politician of long atanding,to give 

you a dooU111ant unl••• it would lead to an and to tarrori■m. 

Secretary of State1 Ha ia not giving me a document. He 

hasn't given me a docU111ant. He hasn't aaid ha will give me a 

document. It i■ • vary important point. 

Interviewer; But you will look at a document if it ia given 

to you by Dublin. 
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Secretary of stater I have made it clear that if Dublin says; 
here is a document, we think you would be intereeted in 

seeing, I have made it clear that I think it would be childish 

for me to say, no I am not going to look at it, But anybody 

who supposes that there is any kind of lesser condition upon 

the terrorist organisations than what I have described is 

absolutely wrong and I cannot understand why they should 

suppose that there should be a lesser obligation, I read 

report■ today in the paper■ of evidence given by a Sinn Fein 

Councillor from South Armagh, in the extradition proceeding■ 

in the United States at the moment for a convicted prisoner 

whose extradition we are seeking, That Sinn Fein Councillor 

is reported, I only know from the report■, aa justifying the 

murder of certain judges, Justifying that kind of thing, 

well, that ha■ got to stop, If anybody expect■ to have any 
say towards achieving a political objective, that ha• got to 

be closed off forever, 

Interviewllt..1. If IRA violence were to end, or if there was a 

promise that it would end. What would you do? 

Secretary of Stat1; I should be extremely pleased that the 
ordinary people of Northern Ireland were going to be spared, 

if the promise was reliable, the grossly disgusting, cruel and 

unjust offense• that have been committed against them over ■o 

111Any years. I should be extremely pleased. However, I should 

want to look very closely to ■ee whether a promise was one 

that wa■ intended for real. And ■o, of course, would they. 

Interviewer; Can you envisage a proces•, not necessarily a 

round table process, which if the IRA campaign ended would 

involve Sinn Fein? 

Secretary of Stata; Well it would, of course, depend. You 

see what I think ia perhaps a pity over recent week• is thia. 

That the talk■ proce■■ in which all the four main 

Constitutional Parties were engaged last year, and, after a 

certain interval, the Iriah Government, together with the 

Briti•h Government, that that proce■• has rather been put on 

©N�1/�tH/2021/95/42 
l\il�\il3�03S Iii 898U68 88:Bt 60-0t-866 



• 
b 

one aide, Now it is that procea■ into whioh an enormous 

A111ount of work haa been put, and in which, substantial 

progress has been made. It i• that process which offers the 

real way of achieving a political agreement. Now if others 

who are excluded from it at the moment, wiah ta be included in 

it, then they know what they have got to do, It doesn't rest 

I may aay with the British Government, It wouldn't rest with 

the Irish Government. It would rest with all the other 

participants ae to whether they are prepared to sit down. But 

I always recall the words of Mr Dick Spring, the Irish Foreign 

Minister, back in March of this year, when he said; "look if 

you are in a constitutional country, a democratic country, you 

cannot reasonably be expected to ait down at the table and 

diacuea matters of this character with people who, when 

it suite them, are prepared to reinforce their arguments 

with bombs, I endorse that, abaolutely. 

Interviewer1 But are you suggesting that if IRA violence 

ended, there would be a place in that at some point for Sinn 

Fein, 

Seoretar:y of States I have always said that if violence ends, 

no question of a ceasefire with ita threat of reaumption, you 

know if you don't fall in in the meantime, a oe■sation of 

violence, a complete end to violence, and it i• ahown to be 

for real over a sufficient period of time to satisfy a lot of 

sceptical minds, I have always said that a new atory, a new 

scene could then unfold, It would depend upon all the 

participant• to the talks that were taking place last year, 

and which are by no means dead I may ••Y• 

Interyiewor1 Secretary of State, we also have the 

inten�ifioation of loyalist violence and the threat that they 

will hold the nationalist co111111unity to ransom for the 

Hume/Adams initiative. What do you say to them, and ie there 

anything you can do to reaa■ure the nationali■t co11m1unity? 

Secreta:cy of State: Well, I have already said to thU1 what I 

want to say to them, because what I have juat ■aid applies 
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equally to terrorists of any character, no utter which flag 

they disgrace by what they do, Anybody with a political 

objective living in a free society, living in a democracy ha■ 

the means open to him or her to achieve it peacefully, And by 

constitutional advocacy, and the kind of work which 

constitutional politicians do. Nobody who reckon■ that they 

are going to speed the day when their political objective i■ 

achieved if they use violence haa begun to understand the 

character of the British Government. 

Interviewer: Whet do you aay to a Unionist community which 

feel■ its position threatened by the Hume/Adam■ initiative? 

Secretary of Stat11 Well, I would aay fir■t of all, show the 

steadineaa that ia characteristic of Ulster people, Secondly, 

under■tand and accept the quite unequivical, quite 

unconditional a■aurance that I have given on the part of the 

British Government, that the Prime Minister ha■ given on 

behalf of the Britiah Government, that there ie only one act 

of self-determination that will decide the status of Northern 

Ireland and that is the people of Northern Ireland', act of 

■elf-determination, 

rt ia my position, 

That haa been made clear over 111any yeara. 

It ie the Government'• poaition. It will 

remain the Government'• position, 

Intervi1wer1 And that will not change? 

Secretary of State1 Well, I think you can be quite sure that 

that is what I have said, 

Interviewer, I■n't there another difficulty in all of thi• 

and it 1■ the dependence in eome circumatance■ of the 

Government on Unioniat vote■ in the Bouae of Common■, Now 

doesn't that mean that you couldn't give any meaningful 

concea■ions to Nationalieta because of the influence Unioniat■ 

have becauae of that on Government policy. 

Secretary of Statu. Well I think you overatate that. The 

Government ha■ an overall majority in the Bouae of Commons 
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albeit it ia a amall one. Nothing ha• changed from the day 

when the election results were diacloaed and ao that i• the 

po•ition, 

Interviewer: Indeed I muet put it to you, Some Unioniata, 

fairly prominent Unionists, feel that you are dependent on 

them? 

secretary of State; Well, you put it to them, 

Interviewer: Mr Molyneaux aaid the other day that there 

didn't have to be a deal because Mr Major and he understood 

each other. That would indicate some kind of collaboration, 

Secretary ot Stater I think it indicates exactly what he 

said. That they understand each other, They understand, for 

example, that the Social Chapter of the Maastricht Treaty 

would have been an absolute disaster for buaina•aea in 

Northern Ireland, aa for anywhere elae in the United Ringdom. 

It would have caused jobs to ba loat on a very large 10ala, 

They underatand very well that they do not wish, they 

underatand very well that the Labour Government is committed 

to working tor a United Ireland which means a Northern Ireland 

which ia outaide the United Ringdom, They aay that they want 

that to be achieved with consent, but a Labour Government 

would join the ranka of perauadera and they know very wall 

that a Conservative Government doea not think it right to aeek 

to persuade people in Northern Ireland to leave the United 

Kingdom, The Conaervative Government believes it ia a matter 

wholly for the people of Northern Ireland to decide. And at 

the moment their views are very clear, 

Interviewer; If that was a requeat in the Rwne/Ada.ma 

propoaala, you would reject it? 

Secretary of State1 It ie beyond any queation at all. I have 

■aid time and tiine again, that the atatua of Northern Ireland

ia absolutely aecura because it ia baaed upon the wiahea of

the greater number of people living in Northern Ireland who
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include, may I 1ay, a 1ubatantial proportion of Catholics. 

Now the British Gover11J11ent is goin9 to stand behind the 

democratically declared wishe1 of the people of Northern 

Ireland and that is the position, it is not going to change, 

Int1rview1r1 The Secretary of State, Sir Patrick Mayhew, 

,peaking to me there from Blackpool during the Con1ervative 

Party Conference, 
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