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To keep you abrea•t of development• here I ahould report that r 
received a telephone call thia morning from Hurdo McClean - the usual 
Channels - and the on• through whom any negotiations on the formation 
of a NI Select Co111111ittee would have to be conducted, Mcclean •aid he 

was puzzled by all the fu•• over today'• meeting of the Select 
Committee on Procedure. (Incidentally, this will now take place in 
private •ession at 5pm thi• evening in Coll1lllittee Room 20), 

According to McClean,.the Oppoaition Whip 'phoned the Government 
Whip'• Office yeeterday afternoon demanding to be told what wae 
happening with regard to the Select Committee on Northern Ireland, 
The Whip's Office said that all their information came from the media, 
As far ae Mcclean wae concerned there had been no fundamental change 
in the Government'• poaition on thia, viz. a Select Committee waa a 
good thing in prin�ip1e Ln �h-& L� p�o-.U- an _, __ nt of 
parliamentary eorutiny but while the talk• prooee• remained active, it 
would be unwiee to move on thia. [A• you know, there have been 
several •ubtle shifts in the Government'• public statement• over the 
past year,) 

McClean went on to ■ay that it waa open to any member to write to the 
Chairman of the Select Committee on Procedure, rai■ing any matter he 
wished. The fact that Jim Molyneaux had written a letter to Sir Petar 
Emery, did not neceaaaryily mean that this afternoon'• meeting would 
result in a revived reco1111D■ndation to eatabli■h a NI Select Committee. 
Mcclean inaiated that aa far •• he wa■ aware there wa■ no hidden 
agenda, although, of oourae, he couldn't say what might have been 
discua•ed between the Prime Mini•ter and the Leader of the OUP. 

In a aeparate development, �evin MoHamara phoned to conplain that in 
the cour■• of an RTE panel di■ou■aion on thia -tter la■t night, the 
Hiniater for Labour ■tated that the e•tablishment of a HI Select 
Committee waa a matter for the Britiah ParliaJ11ant. According to 
McNamara, he responded that if the Miniator believed this, he would 
believe anything, HcNamara hoped that the Miniater'a view waa not 
repre•entative of the Government'• overall po■ition. 

He ia adamant that the Chairman of the Select Collllllittee on Procedure, 
Sir Peter Emery, will attempt to uae thi• evening'• meeting to revive 
the whole iaaue of a· NI Select Comm.ittee. Re haa however, apoken to 
all five Labour member• of the Committee and they will oppo•e any lllOVe 
to formulate a new recommendation. They will inaiat that there ■hould 
be, a• a minimum, a full proces• of conaultation and they will alao 
attack it•• part of the "deal" between the OUP and the Government. 
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