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Northern Ireland: the opporrunity

f;,•,r" /11,,�1.Sic-f:. J
r 
_._ , • C ,-,A-!). �-It 

(.:: t-fjl'(:� l'/1 $

My Lord Mayor, you have already paid tribute to the work of the City Police.
I fully support that.

But I would also applaud the quiet but effective way the City responded to the
Bishopsgate bomb. Business life went on. And practical measures were taken
to reduce risks in the future.

The fact that terrorists bombed and murdered on the mainland make us all much
more aware of the feelings of people in Northern Ireland as they contemplate
the horror of the terrorist murders in their community. And of the bravery of
the security forces there.

/ There may now be a better opportunity for peace in Northern Ireland than for
many years. 

There are several important elements coming together.

Eint, there is a burning desire on each side of the community for peace.
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Not a peace at any price - but a peace that is fair and just. 

This strength of feelini is far more intense than we have seen before. No one 

wants to continue living with death and terrc: and fear for another ::!S years. 

This desire for peace gives an opportunity we must try to take. 

Second, the Irish Government have shown a new understanding of the rights 

and concerns of Unionists. They are willing to reach out to them and, I 

believe, to make constitutional change a part of an overall settlement. 

They accept, rightly, that it is for the people of Northern Ireland, freely and 

democratically, to determine their own future. 

Third. mo5t of the e;onstirutional pr.:.ties in No:-ther:i Ireland are engaged

purposefully in discussions about a political settlement. 

They accept that flexibility is needed to achieve a settlement. That some 

cherished positions will have to be modified. 

All accept that no change can be made to the status of Northern Ireland without 

the consent of its people. 

These elements present the opportunity we are determined to pursue. 

Against the sombre history of Ireland, many will say that the odds are against 

us. 

I accept that. I accept that all concerned will have to show courage, court 

unpopularity, break down old barriers, and take risks. 
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That is why we are, for our part, now actively seeking a framework to deliver 

peace, stability and reconciliation. 

I shall not raise false hopes or set deadlines. We need both a permanent 

cessation of violence and intensification of the political talks. 

These objectives are complementary. 

We shall press forward in all three areas of the political talks. 

In developing democratic and accountable structures within Northern Ireland. 

o:>.os 

In the search for a new relationship between the North and the South of Ireland. 

And in building closer cooperation between the United Kingdom and the 

Republic of Ireland. 

And when a true basis for an agreed package is established, we aim to bring all 

participants back around the table to secure a lasting settlement. 

We shall work to protect all the people of Northern Ireland and of Britain from 

terrorism; and to convince the men of violence in both communities to end 

violence, unconditionally and forever, and to choose instead the path of 

legitimate and democratic political activity. 

Some would deny them that path on account of their past and present misdeeds. 

I understand that feeling, but I do not share it. 

Let me make explicit what has always been implicit. 
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Those who decline to renounce violence can never have a place at the 

conference table in our democracy. 

But if the IRA end violence for good then - after a sufficient interval to ensure 

the permanence of their intent - Sinn Fein can enter the political arena as a 

democratic party and join the dialogue on the way ahead. 

There can be no secret deals. No rewards for terrorism. )'lo abandonment of 

the vital principle of majority consent. 

But there is the incentive that peace would bring a new and far better way of 

life to all tht' people of that troubled land. 
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