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Immediate 

5 Novelllber 1993 

T01 BQ 

FOR1 P Henneaay 
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PROH1 
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BILFAS'l' 

R B&aaett 

Pleaae P••• a copy of thie fax to D 0'Donavan
World Cup Match in Belfaat 17 November
1. l have refaxed Joint Secretary'• SF 1315 to you thiamorning. 

2, The Other Side came back with the followinq reaponee 'Pollowin9 our diaoua■ion■ ye■terday, I can now adviae that 
the aeourity advice regardin9 the Republic of Ireland/Northern
Ireland World Cup 111&tch i■ that there i■ no ■eourity reason 
why the match ehould not prooeed at Wind■or Park, Comprehenaive operational -••urea will be put in place by the
Roe con■iatent with the need to enaure the aafety of both
apectatora and the two team■ concerned,' 
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SBCtJRB PAZ 131, � 

4 November 1993 Pageat 1 

TO: HQ 
P'ROMt BBLP'AST. 

l"ORt P HENNESSY P'ROMt JOINT SICRBTARY

Thi• is to confirm that we rai1ed the PAI'■ reque■tto the Taoiaeach and Tanaiate with the Briitah aide 
them copy of the PAI'• letter on receipt from you.pr•••ed for an i111111ediate reaponae, 

!Arld Cup Kitch. •1n41or Ruk

for advice 
and gave 
We have 

The following background information may be of intereat, We have been keeping an aye on thi1 is■ua tor eoma time (aee 
my SF 1301 on the quaetion of Pol■ible attendance at the 1114tch
by the President). We asked the head of the Chief Conetable'a
private offioe, Hr Sillery, who viaitad hare yaeterday afternoon, if the RUC had taken a Po•ition on the quaation of
ewiteh of venue. So tar •• ha va1 aware, they had not (this
waa confir111ad later in a prea■ ■tatement by the ROC), A■ Hr 
Sillery waa here, newe cue in ot the IPA ■tatement which 
referred to conaultationa with the RUC, We Pointed out to ha
that the IPA ware clearly linking thoee •conaultation■• to 
their deoiaion, Be ■aid he va■ aurpri■ed and would enquire, I aleo raieed the .matter with Minieter Ancru (who ha■ charge
of sport) and aome officiala after yaetarday 'e Conference, 
They .made clear by their reaction that they had ben watching 
the •ituation &nd were very plea1ed by the PIPA •tatement, (I
expect thef Were conecioue of the further d&uge to Northern
Ireland'• .uiage for touriat and inva■tment purpo■e• that •
■witch of venue might cau■e,) 
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SBCURB PAX 

4 November, 1993 

To: Belfast 

For: Joint Secretary 

01 

From: 

From: 

World cup Oualifying Game. 17 November 

e C. 

H. Q,

?S.T @ 

Af 4,£_ o 1. �;k._ 

,b '4i6kl'._ 

P. Hennessy

Have faxed separately identical letters from the Chief 

Executive of the FAI to the Taoiseach and Tanaiste 

concerning the decision to proceed with the Northern 

Ireland v. Republic game at Windsor Park on 17 November. 

2. Responsibility for ensuring that this event takes place

in safety is obviously a matter for the British

authorities. The letters from Mr. Connolly indicate that

the FAI continue to have serious concerns regarding

security for participants and spectators alike. It would

be appreciated therefore if you would enquire from the

other side if a security assessment has been made of the

game in the light of the recent upsurge in paramilitary

violence, and what conclusions were reached. In this

regard it is noted from press reports that the RUC have

stated •we are not offering advice on whether this

football game should take place ..... If the game goes 

ahead we will be taking certain measures to police it". 

It will be appreciated that this is unlikely to offer 

reassurance to those concerned that the decision to 

proceed does not take full account of all the relevant 

factors in the present very difficult security situation. 

3. It is also noted from a report in today's Irish Times

(attached), despite assurances regarding the limited

distribution of tickets in the Republic, that a

considerable number of additional tickets for the area

supposedly reserved for "home• supporters may be in

circulation. If correct thia would inevitably heighten 

the rilka involved. 
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4. As the Tanaiste wishes to respond to this correspondence

as early as possible tomorrow (Friday) grateful if

British side could be pressed to deal with this matter

urgently.

A1247 
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SBCURB PAX 1301 

l November 1993

TO: HQ 

. . ... . . .

Page■ 1 

FROM: 

0 

1 

BBLFAS'l' 

FOR: A/Sl!!C 0 hUIGINN FROMt JOINT SBCRBTARY 

World Cup Natch. Balfa■t, 17 IO'f1Nlber 1993 

There wa■ a meeting her• on Thur■day la■t to di■cu■• 
arrangements for the Taoi■each'• forthc0111in9 viait to Derry, 
In the course of it, the Briti■h •ide re■ponded to the 
informal •ounding• we were aaked to make of th- about the 
poeaibility of the Pra■ident attending the World Cup match 
between Northern Ireland the Republic of Ireland on 17 
November (in re■f•ct of which they advi■ed u■ initially to 
con■ult the Briti■h Blllbaa■y in Dublin), Brian Colling• of the 
Department of the Taoiaeaeh waa preaent for the diacua■ion and 
will no doubt be reportinq within the Taoi■each'• Depart1U1nt, 
Sean Farrell haa reported that, in rai■ing the -tter, 
William■ began by e.mphaai■ing that in frinoiple, th• Briti■h 
Government welcomed viaita by the Preaident. Be then invited 
the RUC repre■entative preaent, Chief Supt. Henry Irvine, to 
comment on the ■ecuriti aapeata of attendance at the match,
Irvine ■aid the ■ituat on re1Mined ten■• and fairly aeriou■, 
There were 111&jor aecurity iq,lioation• in the RUC delivering 
the Pre■ident to Wind■or Park, maintaining her there in aafety 
and getting her out again. In the context of recent event• 
there could poeaibly be a reaction to her pre■enee from the 
attendance. Wind■or Park, a■ he pointed out, i■ in tha centre 
of a Loyalist area and i■ the home ground of Linfield. Martin 
Williama adde<l that the police were etretched at the preaent 
u ...

Williama informed me thia morninq (followin9 th• further 
event• of the weekend) that the balance of the reply given 
laat Thuraday re-ina the •--• 

comment 

Th• Britiah have told ua that if we expr••• a atronq deaire to 
proceed with the viait, they will wi■b to give• formal 
re■pon•• froa the Secretary of State, our aenae of their 
informal reply to o,ir aounding■ i• that while they do not 
advi■e again■t the vi■it, they would prefer it did not go 
ahead in current. oircumatano••· 'l'hat view do•• not 
neceaearily apply to attendance by Niniater■ on vhioh they 
have a■ked our intention• (their view will probably depend on 
number■ and profile of viaitin9 party). There haa been pr••• 
•peculation that the venue will change froa Wind■or Par� but
•• yet we have no information here on that que•tion,
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