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24 FEBROARY 1993 

TO RQ FROM WASHINGTON 

IRE EIIBtll'ASH DC 

FOR MICHAEL COLLINS FROM NOEL KILKENNY 

(PLEASE CC MR GERRY CORR) 

CLI'NTQN-MAJQR PRESS CONFERENCE 

WASHINGTON. D.C. 20088 

The Clinton-Major Press confarenc:e was held after on• hour o! talks 
and :t>etore the more sUbstantiv• working dinner s-•ion. Northern 
n-•land had not been discussed. but was on the agenda !or the di.Mu 
discussions. 

The following are the President's and Prime Minister's respons
to questions on tb.e North and on tb.e Envoy: 

Q: Do you still want a OS envoy in Nortb..rn 
Ireland? (Inaudible)? 

PRESIDENT CLINTON: Well, let me answer the first question. 
Ir the United States can in some way make a con,structive 

contribution to a political settlament, of course we'd be 
int•rested in doing that. But that is not a subject w• have 
disc:uased in any way so far, and I think I'd rather wait to lll&ke 
further comments until uter we have a c:hanc• to discuss it. 
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Q: 

thia evening. 
You said you may discuss Northern Irefand 

Wou1d �ou expect to cUsc:uaa (both the apecial 
envoy?) iaaue and the human rights issue, and do you share the view 
axpressed by some � of conqru• senators and 
represantativ- -- that there a.re al:)usu of hwun rights in 
Northern Ireland tha.t need to be addressed? And parhaps the Prille 
Minister would li.ka to address that allegation. 

PlUME MINISTER MAJOR: Well, I' 11 address that point !irst. Th• 
real al:)usa of human rigllts in Northam Ireland is the aJ:,use o! 
hUIIWl rights of people Who find bombs in shopping malls When 
they're going a.bout. their ordinary everyday busi.nesa. I think that 
is the abuse of human rights that is overwhelmingly the concern of 
everybody in Northern Ireland on both sides of the sectarian 
divide. 

over the past two or three years, the British government, with the 
Taoiseaeh and with the political parties in Northern Ireland, have 
bean engaged on talks to try and find a politic.al settlamant to a 
problu that has existed in Northern Ireland for generations. We 
are seeking that agreement. Those talks, I believe it is fair to 
say, have made more progress than :most people believed was 
possible. The talks came to a halt with the general election in 
the Republic of Ireland and the forthcoming local elections in 
Northern Ireland. But it is the policy of my government to resu.aa 
thot:e talks -- to resume those talks with all the partiu in 
Northern :Ireland and try and reach a satisfactory political 
settlement and remove :many of the disputes and hatreds that !lava 
existed for generations. Those dispute. and hatrads are worsened. 
by violence, whether it is the IRA violence or whether it is the 

r re.sponse to IRA violence, whieh has also been prevalent over the 
last y&ar or ao. I condemn both =-ervadl.y and vi thout any .,. 
d.istinction. 
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(Inaudible) 
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PRESIDENT CLINTON: - Well, I believa that obviously there has 

I
I to Joe a political solution there or there will be no solution at 

all, and that the human rights issues will have to be addressed in 

that context. Whether the United States can play any sort o-t 

constructive role is s0lllething that we want to discuss later this 

eveninq. 

* * * * • • 

Q: Mr Prime Minister, do you think thera•s 
any constructive role the united States can play in solvinq the 

Northern Ireland problat? 

PRIME MINISTER MAJOR: I think from till!.• to tilll.a distinguished 

visitors from the United states in Northern :Ireland hava come back 
to the United States and they have actually explained the 

remarkable chang-es that have taken part in Belfast. There was a 

delegation that was thare recently. And the reality is that anyone 

who knew the place 10 years ag-o and knows the place today will see 
there is an absolute and total sea change. And I think the fact 

that there is a greater knowledge about the will tor peace lllll0nqst 

people in Northern Ireland, and especially the ordinary people of 

Northern Ireland of both sides of the sectarian divide, the more 

that is understood tha better. And what is actually needed in 

Northern Ireland to help speed that is more understanding of the 

process, more support for the talks, more investment for job 

creation, and less money to fund terrorism. And the more people 

know about that, the nearer we come to a solution. 

* * * * * * 
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