
Reference Code: 2021/47/88

Creator(s): Department of Foreign Affairs 

Accession Conditions: Open 

Copyright:  National Archives, Ireland. 
May only be reproduced with 
the written permission of the 
Director of the National 
Archives. 



SECRET 

SUMMARY OF TANAISTE'S DISCUSSION ON NORTHERN IRELAND 
WITH PRESIDENT CLINTON, WASHINGTON DC. 

16TH NOVEMBER 1993 

1. The President emphasised that "we want to help and to be
supportive" on Northern Ireland. He asked the Tanaiste to
let him know how this could best be done.

2. The Tanaiste in reply, and after setting out in some detail
the context of the present initiative, said it would be
enormously helpful if the President could send an encouraging
signal to London. Mr Clinton, who listened intently to the
Tanaiste's presentation and was clearly well briefed,
responded that "we can do that".

3. The President also referred in warm terms to the efforts to 
advance the peace process, and to recent speeches, of the 
Taoiseach and Tanaiste. He was conscious that the efforts of
the Government, and of Mr Spring personally, had helped
greatly to bring about the present degree of progress, and he
encouraged the Tanaiste to "hang in there". He also realised
that John Major had parliamentary difficulties but if a
solution were to be found, the Prime Minister would see his
"standing go up". He added that he had been particularly
encouraged by the approach taken by the Prime Minister in his
Mansion House address the previous evening.

4. The meeting continued on these encouraging lines, with the
President saying that he would send John Major "a note about
his speech". It concluded with the Tanaiste reiterating the
Government's invitation to the President to visit Ireland at
a convenient time.
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Th• Preaident met today vith Iriah Deputy Prim• Miniatar and 
Poraign Miniater Die.le spring at the •urt ot Miniatar spring•• 
■aeti.ng with National Security Advi••r Anthony L&ka, The 
Praaidant prai■ad the a!torta o! tile Iriah government to advance 
the pro•pect■ tor peaoa and raconciliation in Northern Irelan�. 
Preaidant Clinton alao recoqnized the peraonal contribution• o! 
Miniater Spring in advancing th• cauae o! p■aca and reiterated 
the u.s. coic:iitmen� to ■upper� in any appropriate way the e!torts 
ot th• Iriah and !ritilh governme.nta in this important endeavor. 

Mr. Lax• and �ini1ter Spring also di1cu■aed a �ide range o! 
othar i■auas, including their mutual commit:.ment to achieving a 
GATT agreement by December 1S and the work o! the International 
:rund tor Ireland. 
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