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Inte_rview With An Taoiseach, Albert �eynolds

Eamonn Lawlor: 

In the sr.ail's pace politics of Nor::her� Ireland statements areanalysed and compared in search of �h@ slightes� sign of change
from estab:ished positions so when �he Taoiseach s�id on Sunday a Referendum on changes to Articles 2 & 3 of the Constitution wouldrather than could be a part o= an overall settlement for the North, John Bruton for one saw that as· a significant aavance to which Onionishould respond, The SDLP and the DUP have each, meeting Prime Minis�John Major this week, the Oemocrat�c union�sts have prepared their own docume...�t on resumi..�g political progress and the Northern S•cretaris believe to have a pape� ready to put to the northern parties
i= and when talks are res=ed. In Boston, Ona Claffey asked theTaoiseach if any developments of the past week offered real hope
£or a resumptio� of talks?

Albert Reynolds: (An Taoiseach) 

We have to look at every possibilit.¥ and I �hink first of all I th.:.nk what peopl.a want is peace and that's what I believe is the
best way forward. I believe that if we had a peace !ormula, if 
we did get a cessa��on of violence t�at we wo�ld hava talks in a different envi�on�ent altogether and I believe it would make a lotmore progress, So we can't just discard it, I th!nk we have to wait ar.d s9e if there's anything behind it, Then we had the statement�hat, ran Paisley has sent a paper d!rect co John Major for consideratthe officia! Onionis�s are supposed to be ce:tainly �hinJc:ing seriouslyabo�t the talks again, tha�'$ wha� we're given to understand, soI t..'u�-� all i� all there are signs there that the talk$ process

should get back on the rails. 

©NAI/DFA/2021/47 /27 



.. 

• 

PAGE 2 

Ona Claffey:

But.you're worried about the Nort.�ern Ireland.offi�e and the paper

that it's supposed 1:0 have sub�itted on th� fact that the Irish

Government hasn't been consulted? 

Albert Reynolds: 

Well I thi�k it would be very foolish to do thac because I mean 
we're party to the �..!lglo/Iris� Agree�eni:, we're party to the three 
stranded formula for �alks which the Sri�ish Govern.�ent again have 
reiterated. and which Sir Patrick �1ayhew says he'.s quite �appy with 
and even the unionists said they, tjey would go along with that 
type of talk so, in those circumstances I don't think, excuse me 
that it'd be, that it'd be very wise to go ahead with the pape�, 
to resume talks without even neving consulted us and we haven't 
been consulted as yet. 

�aoiseach, John Bruton has said that he's glad to see.the change 
i� you= position in terms of what you said about Ar�icles 2 & 3 
here in the United States, has your position changed? 

Albert Reynolds: 

No enc �ow that his posi�ion has ��anged tha�, he was and many others 
indeed had taken up a posit�on that they were cailing for unilateral 
action in r�laticn to the Constit�tional position down here in advanc 

of getting talks resumed. What r have said in Bocenstown last Octobe 
wha� I have said in the Dail and intleed what I repeat here is that 
in the event of an overall agreement that took acecunt o:f -ebe Coi:stiti.it 
position of both �raditions a..�d that both traditions could have 
their identity in one way or anotr.er rscognised to, to their satisfact 
that in those circumstances that typs of agreement would be put 
to che Irish people both North and South for approval. 

Una Claffey: 

So Articles 2 & 3 may not be for sale but they're certainly for 
negotiation, is that your 9osition? 
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Albert-Reynolds: 

I've always said ·everything will be on the table, that both Constit, 
positions must be· on the table othe.-'"1orise I can't see how we could 
come to a resolution, a long-term resolution of th� ?roblem ir we 
don't recognise wha� is the real problam, whe�e i� s�arted and I 
have always said from the first day I was made Taoiseach and that 
is that the �overnmen� of Ireland Act is a Conetitu�ionel poaition 
in the North of Irelana and i.rticles 2 & 3 is ·the Consti�utional 
position dowr.. here. What we're looking for is a balanced Cons�ituti 
agreement that takes account of both tradit�ons and bo-::h identitiei. 

Una Claffey: 

And if the Onionists and the British Government contin�e to refuse

to negotiate on the Government o: Ireland Act does that mean that 
c�icles 2 & 3 will not be on the table for consideration, do they 
both have to be on the table si!nultaneously? 

Albert Reynolds: 

Well the arrange.�ent as I understa.�d it is that there are no precond. 
to these talks and consequently I would expect that all sides can 
put whatever th�y want on the table, in other words if we ask for 
a disc�ssion on the Government of Irelanc Act or that the Onionists 
ask for discussion on Articles 2 & 3 I think both sides are rree 
to put their respected views on the table . 

Ona Claffey: 
.,

But from your point of view does the quid pro qua of the Government 
of Ireland Act have to be there before Ar�icles 2 & 3 can be there? 

Al.be.rt Reynolds: 

The position is this, is that both Constitutional positions are 
on che table, if somebody says we're going to exclude something 
or somebody says �here's going to be a pre-condition in that then 
we are not conforming with the parame�ers of the talks as laid down 
on the 1st of March or i� Maroh of 1991 and which people have gone 
along with and which the British Government have rQcently said sho�ld 
be the parameters again for the resumption of talks, no conditions, 
not�ing is agreed till everything's agr�ed. 

Eac!onn Lawlor: 

The Taoiseach, Albert Reynolds, speaking tc Ona Claffey in Soston 
last night. ©.NAl/�FA/2021/47 /27 
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