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raoM JAMES LEE FOP. COI i\ADIO TECHNICAL SEaVZCES 

TPNSCRIPT or PRESS CO�?!RENCX GIV?;N BY 

THE DEPUTY PRIME MINIST!P. OP' Ill�D, MP.. DICE SPRING, 

AT STO!lMONT 

ON TUESDAY, 23 MARCH 1993 

Ml\. SPltlNG: 

I would like to welcome you to a short pr•as eonfarence. I waa 

very ilad to have the o.,portunity of attending the Anglo-Irish 

Con!erence today with my mini1teria.l colle&!fUe8, the Ministar for 

Juatice and the Miniatar for Trade and Tourism. we had a full 

agenda and wa dealt with a wide range of issues and concerns of 

the two gove:i:nments. 

We discussed fir�t of all ih• prospect• of political dialogue. 

Tha violenca which we have ••an her• and in Britain over the last 

few days is a vivid reminder, if any was needed, of the urgonoy of 

politiea� proirese which can bring peace and stability. The two 

goverZllllents an unwavering in their colll?llitment to a process of 

political dialogue. We wish to a•• the parti•• :eturn to tn• 

negotiation table and resume the process of aaeldng a political 

solution, There is quite simply no alternative to dialogue and 

negotiation. There it an onus on all of ua, th• two gov•r�ments 

and the partiu, to ■it down together, tal� through our 

diffieultie� an� hopefully reach agreement. Th• two governments 
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and some o! the other participants aro ready to begin talks

immediately. I hope that our sense of th• urgency of political

progress will be shared by all partieip�nts and that talks can ba

launched ,;,ithout turthar delay.

Wa considered developments in th• security situation in Northern

Ireland and reviewed our ongoing security eo-op•r�tion. !n this

re1poet, we noted reeont success•• by the 1aeuritY :orcas on both

side• of the border in relation to a.ru and e�plosiv•• finds.

We noted with concern th• continuing heavy loss of lif•

attributable to paramilitaries from both sides ot the community.

! took the opportunity to reiterate the Goverrunant' 1 sense of

shoe� and revulsion at the appalling outrage eolM\ittod in

Warrington and to expres$ to the fal!lilY of the young DOY who died

and those who were injur•d and their fa�ilias our deepest sympat�:

and eondolances.

WQ raview•d the overall situation in regard to eonfidence in th•

security forces and the administration of juatiee, Thi• is the 

area oe th• vork of the Conference to whieh the Government

attaches particular priority rlthin the framework eatabl1shed by

th• Anglo-Irish Agreement. It was notad that while there have

been improvements in & numl:>er ot areas, there was a need !or

further progress 1f the continued difficulties in this regard ll' 

to l:)e rH ol .,.e4.
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We were very pleased to be joined at our meetini today by the

Minister for Tourism and Trade, Charlie McCreavy (phonl and hia

opposite nu!lll:lar on thQ northern side, Robert Atkins, for a

discussion of trade and business co-operation and tourism

co-operation betwaen North and south. In addition, we discussed

the progress being �ads in relation to the Ballylemore-Ballycollan

(phonl Canal which is being restored with assi1tance from the

International Fund and the EC Structural. Funds and we considered

arran�aments for the opening of the Canal in May of next year.

These diseus1ions formed part of a oontinued proir•m�e of vorx

designed to sti�ulate North-South co-operation in the major

economic and social sectors. We reviewed today a range of cu�rant

initiatives which aim to increase co-operation in th• field of

trade, business and touriam and we considered -ya in which thi•

activity :llight be fru:the� stnngthened and expattded. I would lik• 

the Minister for Trad• and Tourism to give a short account of his

meeting with Mr. Atkins.

MINIS'rElt: FOR TMDE & TOUlUSM: (ACC!NT OIFfICOL� TO TRANSClUBB)

Mr. Atkins and myself discussed various matters relating to the

tourism and. trade araaa. We feel that both ar• areas where it ea

be saen that there can eo•oparation to the mutual benefit of both

communitie1, North and South. The Shannon, ti�e and Ballylamore

to open it officiall
in Ireland were discussed

Valley 

in the summer of 1994. We see thil aa on• area wher• we can have

a joint management of that particular stratoh of water. We 

cllse'\l,llSQd matters relating on the trade side to the holding of a

:. :. 
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••�inar/m•eting in 1993 1pon1ored by the two governmenta,

organised by the respective trad• boards and the •••••••• would

be the North and south, In Chicago a joint trade conference

organised by th• southQrn Trade aoard and the Northern Ireland

equivalent which will have small and mediwn-si%ed enterprises

represented there.

On the tourism side, we saw great areas for eo•operation- We 

continue to have a joi�t programmes, I also said �hat t would

liaise with and the trish ...... Federation with regard

to the possibility of an all-Ireland accommodation guide-book

which would be of benefit to both sides, particalarly to our

friend• in Northern Ireland, I would put this matter and they 

would discuss it with ... federations ••••

We feel that the one area where people ean s•e visible things 

happening is the trade and eeono!!lic area and that this will lead 

t0 gnat•r �d•rstanding on �oth aide• of th• divide. 

QUESTIONS AND ANSWEJI.S: 

QUES'l'ION: 

The leader ot the largest party involved in the last round of

taliUJ said at the weaken4 that the fr&lllewo:� was no loni•r valid

and that the talk• war• dead. What is your reaction to that?
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MR. SPRING� 

I waa very disappointtd at those refflarks and I studied tham

carefully and obviously we will have to consider the implication,

Of thOICI. 

QUESTION: 

What do you think the implications are? 

MR. SPlING: 

We are considering what tht implications ar• at the present time. 

I Qelieve that .tll politicians have a n1poll8ibility to qet back 

to the talks. I think that we have to have dialogue, we have to 

have negotiation, otherwise there are obviously serio� problems 

for ev,rybody. 

QUESTION: 

loth aides have 1aid that they are optizu.1tie about the talks 

starting or the posaibili�y of them starting. Given th• �nioni1t 

stane•� does this mean that you a.re prepared to tackle the kay 

issue. or Article• 2 and 3? 

MR. SP!t!NGt 

I have made the poaition very clear in relation■ to Articles , and 

3. I made a major statement on them two veeka ago and I think it

i& i�portant �hat peopla come to the table, pocple come and have 

dialoque, people have talks and we wol.tl.d lock an4 see what haa to 

be done. 
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QtJES'l'IONt 

Mr. Spring, isn't it the reality that the only way that you �•r• 

able to impl9ment and bring the Anglo•Irish Agreement into be1nq 

was by going over the heads of people? If you ea=ot bring Jim 

Molyneaux and Ian Paisley onside for these talks, what are you 

basing your optimism on? 

MR. SPRING• 

I would aay, Eamonn, that wa hav• a respont1b1lity - 1ndead all 

politician� havQ a responsibility - and I would hope that the 

leaders of the Unionists Parties would further eonsidar my remarks 

in ra�ent weeks. I believe ther• ia room for dialogue, I believe 

there is room for negotiation and I think the sooner we sit down 

and address the opportunities that are thare, th• better for 

every.body. 

QUESTION: 

Your counterpart hare, Sir Patrie� Mayhew, ,aid he detects this 

mood a=ong ordinary people but th• reality ia that at the uppar 

echelon, Jim Molyneaux and tan Paisley said: •we don't want to 

know Die� Spring! We want nothin� to do with him!" How do you get 

across that barrier? 

Mlt. SPRUICi; 

I think ultimately we have to get acros1 the barrier by having 

dialogue by having an exchange of view,. I have made my views 

very clear. I think there ia a responsibility on all politicians 

©NAI/DFA/2021/47 /18 



• 
- 7 -

and! would hope that politicians would sea it that way and the

sooner we can g•t around the table the batter for everyQody and I 

vou.ld reiterate what the Secretary of State haa said in relation 

to the views of many people who vant dialogue, who want their 

leaders to show that leadership, have <il&l.ogu• and get down to 

nagoti ati ons. 

QUESTION, 

P�ime Minister, regularly after these meetings, ther• ia a 

paragraph in the Statement which saya that Ministers reatfirme4 

their rejection of violence and their appreciation of the high 

level of security co-operation. If you continue to make these

stata�ents, and at the same time the violence continues and we 

have the bombing for example in warrtngton the other day, what 

more do you thinJc can be done to prevent this? 

MR. SPRlNG: 

The level of 00-Qperation, I thin.le, is as good as it has ever 

beec.- We are determined to pw:sue the level of co-operation to 

th•-hiihest possible level. There is no room in our estimation 

for violence. Violence will not 10lve tha pro�l•11111 and we will do 

everything in our power to elimiate violence; it should not be 

part of the agenda. We want to have political dialogue and 

discussion. 
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QOiSTION, 

Coes it take political dialo9'1• �nd discussion to in th• end stop 

it? 

MR. SPRING: 

One can appeal to those people who are pursuing violence and we 

have don• this on many occasions and I would like to take the 

opportunity again today because we all saw the horror and havoc 

that was wreaked upon innocent people, people living their normal 

lives in Warri�gton last week. I have already expressed my sense 

of outrage and anger at that bombing. It was an assault on 

hu�anity quite frankly and I 'Jiah those people would stop the 

violence. It is not going to solve the problems that we have and·· 

I think there is responsibility on all the politicians on the 

other hand to set a�out having the dialogue. 

QUESTION: 

Prime Ministe=. what concerns did you raise with the secretary ot 

St.ta about th& Caterham Th=ee case? Did you ask him to refer 

that bacx ta the Court of Appeal? 

I'll\, SPRING: 

I did raise that matter with th• sec�etary of State, I did raise 

ou= concerns in relation to it. Obviously the murder of the two 

British aoldiers was a hor�if1c act o! violence and stands 
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condemned an� those who pe:i:petrated that murder should be brought 

to justice but I did raise our coneerne becausa there are concerns 

in relation to the three individuals involved. 

QUESTION: 

Will it be back with the Court ot Appeal i� the near future, do 

you. think? 

MR. SPRING: 

That is a matter for the Secretary ot State. I conveyed my 

concerns to him and he i1 reviewing it. 

QUESTION: 

Is there a question about this being a miscarriage of justice? 

MR. SPRING: 

It has b•en raised bf acme individuals and human rights groups 

that there may be a miscarriage of justice in this case and ve 

brought those concerns to the Secretary of State's attention. 

What arrangements have been made for the funeral in Warrington and 

do you. plan to b• there yourself? 
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Mlt. SPRING: 

I did express the view that I would attend. We havg had a 

eomr.tunication from the family that they want it to be private and 

as I said at the outset we respect the views of the family. They 

have our deepest sympathy in this situation in what is a terrihla 

tragedy to befall any family. 

QUESTION: 

Mr. Spring, given the history of the troublea in Northern Ireland 

and the fact that we have seen little white coffins in ehis 

country for 2S years, do you think one will make any difference at 

all to the attitude of the IRA or any other terrorist �roup? 

MR. SPRING: 

I certainly hope it does. I have to say to you that I have felt a 

sense of out:age in relation to what has happened in Warrington. 

Perhaps we had that outrage before but I can only 9ive it to you 

from my own personal. experience and I hope that seru;e of outrage 

:eaohes people vho will stop the violence. It is unacceptable, it 

is unvarranted and will achieve nothing and I think we all share 

the grie! df the families involved. 

Q'OESTIOM: 

aut these people are as committed as ehe war lords in Bosnia to 

their cauae. How oan it make any difference? The withdrawal 

of support perhaps? 
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MR. SPlUNG: 

Perhapa aome people might think again when they have sean what 

happened in Waz:rington in last week and I weuld hope that people 

who ara supporting the terrorists would in faet withdraw their 

support. 

QOESTION: 

can you elarify your an1wer •�out the representation oft.he Irish 

Government at the tuneral? Ooe1 the tamily's wish that the 

funeral be private mean that a Irish Minister will not attend and 

the Government won't be represented because the fa�ily don't want 

it? 

MR. SPRING: 

My understanding is that the family wish for a private funeral and 

as I have said trom the outset, we would obviously ba vary earetul 

in relation to the fanu.ly's desires &.%Id my understanding is that 

they do not vant Govarn:iiant involvement, either the Irish or 

Sriti&h.Oovernment, so·that has to be raapeotad in their tragedy. 

QOESTIONs 

Mr. Spring, if the reality ii �hat the political approach to data 

haa not eroded tha Warringtoc.s of thia �rl4, the West Belfast and 

NQrth Beltast bombings ate., is there anything more radical that 

you can do politically within the framaworx of democracy to 

actually try and·undarrnin• this? 

©NAI/DFA/2021/47 /18 



• 

MR, SPRING• 

I think all constitutional politicians hav• a responsibility to 

undermine what has been happening and I believe we are trying to 

de that in terms of our security co-operation, in terms o! our 

search for dialogue amongst the parties here in Northern Ir•la�d 

and wa will continue to work for that and I would like to think we 

can make progr••• in that clireotion. 

QUES'l'IONr 

Do you not think that you are part of the ,roblem possibly, Sir, 

because of the attitude of Unionists towards you here? 

MR, SPPJ:NG: 

I would hope that I am not part of th• problem. • I am going out of 

my way to ensurQ that I am not in fact part of the problem. 

Perhaps I can become part of the solution. 

QUES'l'ION: 

�nionist� say that tha presence of Articles 2 and 3 does provide 

oxygeA fo: th• I RA. 

Mit. SPBING: 

I have dis=ussad Articles 2 and 3, David, on uny occasions. 

There are different viewa on th•m and there probably alway• will 

be di!ferent views on th•m. I am encouraging politicians to tax• 

their responsibility seriously and com• to th• table for dialogue. 

I think tha� is what is most important. 
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QUESTION: 

You nave met the SPL0 and the Alliance Party, the Unionist� say

Are you doin� anything other than malting

public appeals to them, meeting privately together for some talks?

MR. SPP.1NG1 

! think at this stage what is i�portant is that I will nave a

oara!ul .nd detailed study of what they have been saying in recent

days and that is what l intend to do.

QUESTION: 

Will you respond to that, do you think?

Mlt, SPUNG: 

You know me in the past, Jim. I will always respond. 

In the �f between you and the Unionists in this type of ••••

si��l• text dealing with Article• land 3 in the context of an

for a
overall package but the overall package which i•

\lhieh is anathema tg them. .. would you conaid.er at all acting

arbitrarily on Article• 2 and 3?

MR. SPRING: 

I think what we have to see, Eamonn, is that we want to =eet

people who nave difficulties in nlat1on to any of the

constitutional issue■ affecting our relationship and we anould •

.
.

, . .. 
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round and discuss those iasues and loo� at what we can do to bring 

about peace and reconciliation on this island for all of our 

futures and the sooner we can do that the better. 

( l;lNO OF TRANSCRI ?T) : 
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