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Q)o November, 1992. 

Mr. David Donoghue,
Coun■ellor, 
Anglo-Irish Division, 
Department of foreign Affairs,
Dublin. 

some �nnpent• from tha Whip• office 

Dear David, 

17 Gro■venor Place,
London SWlX 7HR.

I had dinner on 19 November with Murdo MacLean of the Whipa Office and i
the light of our conversation last week I felt you might be intereat■d i
the following point• of intereat which aro■e, 

we,tminater reform 

Murdo recalled that 1011\e months ago the NIO, in the person of David Hill
had been in touch with the office of the Clerk of the Commons, Sir 
Clifford Boulton, requeating briefing papers on the various area■ where 
parliamentary accountability over NI buaineae lllight be improved. The 
Clerk had drawn the Whip• Office into the exeroia• and, according to 
Murdo, they had •put together a few ideaa• on how the Order in Council
syatem might be streamlined. 

According to Murdo there was a degree of ■cepticiam aJ110n9 senior Hou■e,
CollUllona staff about the merits of tinkering with the existing ■yatem. 
The Unionist• clA1110ur for greater accountability, including more Common 
time fer Nt legialation, had to be viewed again•t their poor attendance
record anc:lthe lilllited use they made of the p�liU1entary tiine that was
availabla to them. 

Select committee 

He felt that the likelihood of a Select Committee on Northern Ireland 
being ••tablished could be too eaeily overatated. He recogniaed that j
waa the moat acceaaible item on the Unioniat menu and that Jim Molynea,
whom he aaw •• the only NI MP who fully understood Weatm.inater 
procedures, remained deeply attached to the idea. Nonethel••• unle••, 

\\ the partiea, including the SPLP, were in agreement it waa difficult to 
aee how it could be constituted. It wa• not aomething th&t waa entirel

\ 
within the gift of __ the Government. and it• value therefore •• a conYeni
plWD to t•111Pt Unionist support in a tight diviaion could be 
miarepreaented. Ultimately it waa • matter for the Bouse, and would 

I require, for ex�le, the approval of the oppoaition. It would be 
particularly difficult, if not impo■aible, to ■et up so long•• Labour
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were oppo•ed. Bven if Labour wer• to acquieeca there remained the 
difficult queation of deciding on ita compo•ition. 

If, however, the Government, for whatever reaeon, were to throw their 
weight behind the idea it is likely that thoy could push it through sine, 
the final aay on ita eetablialunent lay in the hand■ of Tony Newton, the 
Leader of the House. Murdo doubted if McN&111ara could hold a negative lin, 
indefinitely since the majority view among disintereeted Labour MPs woulc 
reflect that of their oppoaite numbers on the GoverNnent aide tending to 
the opinion that in princi�le there could be nothing againat such a 
committee. With the Scottiah Committee recon•tituted the creation of a 
NI Select Coll'llllittee would be seen by many HP• •• merely filling an 
obvioua gap in the ■yatem of parliamentary scrutiny. Be also felt that 
John Smith, who ae a Scottiah Labour Ml' had been one of 111&ny who had 
castigated the Torie■ for their failure during the previou• parliament t 
conatitute the Scottish Select Co111111ittee, might not easily be persuaded 
that a NI Select Committee was a bad thing. 

Even if a Select Co111111.ittee were eetabliehed, Murdo wondered whether it 
merited anr special degree of concern on our part, He underatood its 
apparent significance for the OUP and the negative •ignala which it• 
creation could aend in term• of any reaumed talk• �roe•••• Thea• 
considerations apart, however, he felt that when v4ewed in term■ of the 
overall parliamentary proc••• the powers of a Select Committee, althougl 
greater than those of some other Collllllitteee of the House, were, in 
practice, relatively limited. (On this point I would refer you to the 
paper which we prepared on thi• topic 21 April - a further copy of whic 
I •nclose,) 

The unionists 

He contended that the OUP were gradually ■lipping out from under th• 
ahadow of Enoch Powell. He wondered, for example, how many of them, whe 
they spoke of the need for reform at We•tminster procedures, were mer•lj 
paying lip service to th• integrationism of Jim Molyneaux, the laat of 
the true believers in Powell's legacy. Apart from Molyneaux none of th, 
others would ever feel at home at Weatmin■ter and no amount of reform, 
including the grantin� of a Select COlllllli.ttee, waa likely to altar that 
fact. 

Murdo make• no secret of hi• lack of underatanding of anything other t 
the broad outline• of NI politic•• Bia cOllllllent• on this occasion on th1 
Unioniat mindaet, •t•m largely, I believe, from an evening which he hac 
spent earlier in the week with �en *ginni•• Maginnis, who •••m• to h� 
reaaonable •ocial contact■ around Weetmin■ter, had brought along Georg 
Thompson to introduce him to "the uaual channel•"• 

The Int1r-ParliAR11Zntary Bo� 

Be remarked on the numerous poaitiv• reference• to the Body in the det, 
on the Secretary of State'■ statement on 10 November. Thi• wa• on• 
institution which did have the wholehearted support of the aenior ate 
of the Commons. Th• Clerk, Clifford Boulton, had thrown hia weight beb 
it from the early day• and in appointing Bill Mackay a• it• Clerk on 
British aide had enaured that it would cOllllll&nd reap.et in the Bou••• 
echoed a point which we frequently hear from Mackay when h• wondered 1 
there were not some way in which the Body could be taken out from undi 
the aegia of the Inter-Parliamentary Union and given a aubetantial •t� 
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j more equivalent to a Select COD1D1itt••• Thi• i• an. int•r•■ting avenue of 
apeeulation but one which 10 far aeema to find only limited •�pport among 
the Steering Coll'llllittee, at lea■t to the extent that no one •••m• prepared 
to explore it further, Until thi• i• the caaa it can be no mor• than a 
talking point U1ong official■, 

Your• aincerely, 

(t,� 

I 
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