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The Secretary of State phoned Kevin McNamara earlier this morning and 
gave him eome sense of how h• propose■ to approach this afternoon's 
statement. According to McNamara, Mayhew will adopt an upbeat line, 
avoiding any recriminations. Be will focus on the progreae that has been
made and underline the commitment of the partie■ to continue to meet 
informally and, according to McNamara, speak of his hope that the process
can be carried forward in the New Year. 

He told McNamara of his own belief that they could have got Beads of 
Agreement if "the Irish side hadn't taken their eye off the ball". 
McNa.mara understood this to be a reference to the General Election, 
McNa.mara stressed that Mayhew made this comment without any sense of 
recrimination. 

He told Mayhew that he would be pressing him for a statement of the 
Government's position. According to McNamara, Mayhew replied that the 
Government would endorse anything that was agreed in strand One or indeed
anything agre•d in Strand Two. From thia, McNamara concluded that there 
is no intention on the British part, at least in the short term, to 
produce any unilateral initiative, 

In his own statement, McNamara proposes to touch on the following points: 

He will thank Sir Ninian; 

Welcome the progress that has been made in addressing the three 
primary relationahips; 

Note the undertaking to continue bilateral talks; 

He will go on to say that the position of all the parties to the
talks is well known with the exception of that of the British 
Government; 

He will recall Peter Brooke 's statement to the effect that Britain
has no special strategic interest in NI and will ask if this is 
still the case. 

Ha will conclude by aeking Mayhew to give an undertaking that there 
will be no alteration in the status quo either at Westminster or in 
NI without the consent of all the partiee. This, he hopes, will put
paid, for the time being at least, to speculation about an NI Select
Committee. 

We will report later today on the statement and subsequent debate. 
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·: PRESS RELEASE 

FROM KEVIN MCNAMARA MP 

'l'HB LA!IOUR PARTY ftlORBTS Tfft PAIL�I or THJ T�La• 

'l'h• Labour tarty regrGta that the Tllk• have not coae to a 
more eonatnactiv• agree••nt about the fut�r• of Hortbern 
Ireland within the i1land ot Ireland. They join with the 
Partiee of the talk• in pay1n9 trillute to tbe role of 51r 
N1nian Stephen �nd h1a ataff in ht1P1RO to facilltat• tbe 
·011cuaaiona on • bi-la�•r•l and multi•lataral level between
the Parties in th• 41•cu111on1.

It 1, unfortunate that 1t ba, not baaa po11illl• to art1ve at
an &ccouodatton betwe•n the Parti••• but it ii notioeablt 1n
the st�tement that tht attitude of Har Maje1ty 1 1 aoveruent
hat not been made ■ore clear. It 11 alto re9ratt@le tbat tbe
oceaaion of the tr11h general election hat not been uaed •• an
opportunity to auapend the Talke !n preparation for • tre•h
roun4 of ne9otiatioo1 •• happen� 1D tne 8ritiah Qen•r•l
election, becau11 th• conet1tut1onal Pert1ee in the Republic
of Ireland would wiah to aee tb• �•1�• continued,

Tb• �abour rarty ,bar•• tha view ot the two 9overnaent1 that
further dialo�• ie both neceaeerJ a.nd dee1rlhla, and w•lcom1
the statement of the four Northern Ireland 11rt1ea that they
will enter into inloraal con1ult1tiooa �itb • view to •••king
a way fon,ard and w�ll' do their utmo■t to encouraqe the
Partiea to continue tbo11 di1eu11ion•· Nevertbel••• th•
Labour Party believ■• that the thr•• atran�• of the
diacua■ion• "bich wa• or19inally agreed tor the A�•n�• for the
Talks 1• the ■ost con1truot1v• way forw•r�.

In the abaenca of any &qreement between the part111, th•
1U19lo-1ri•b A9ree■eut re■aina iD !orce. It 1, th•
re1pon11b1lity of tbe two aov•reip 9overn11enta to an•ure that
the ■aobinery of tbat A9rae■ant 11 Ut111eed to enaure th• be1t
inter••t• of the I•land ot Xre1u4 Dot only to ov•r�o=•
terroria■, froa whatever quutar it coae1, but for the
eoonom1c, aooial and political well-being of th• Ialand of
treland.
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