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The Secretary ot State, at a Chamber of Commerce dinner in 
Antrim last night, made the following point• about the talk■ 
pro0eae1 

All the participant■ in the proce•• had worked vary 
hardJ 

Th•r• are atill "formidable obataolea" to be 
overcome, 

"Thing• are never going to be the same again• even 
if the current rang• of talka have not reached the 
Alllbitioue objective that we aeek 

Jim Molyneaux, who also attended the dinner, waa interviewed 
afterwards (transcript attached) and made tha following 
point■ & 

"liven if the talk• are not 1001 auco•••ful, Ulater 
muat not elide back and will not elide back to 
square one•; 

NI political parties oan "llit down around the table, 
at any time, and talk about praotioal problem■ and, 
what'■ more important, resolve thoae problem■.• 

the talk• •sat out the poaition of all the 
participant■, all aix of them more clearly than 
before. In a way I feared that that would happen 
be0ause by doing that you automatically ■et th-
!ar apart, and then they find it very difficult to
move toward■ each other.•

There were also interview■ with Dr,:I@p..�lderdice (attached) 
and Mr, Peter Robin■on (tran■cript i-ile!!fi�•r•�ion), Aldardio• 
■truck a gloomy note arguing that the people of Northern
Ireland had expected progre••·in the talk■, and by 
implication, had not got it. He alao oharaoteriaed John Bume'•
sieach at the SDLP Party Conference a■ "deeply
d eappointing" - aome of the thin9a that SDLP delegate• ■aid 
at the weekend suggested that they were even further way from 
the Unioniata. The Iriah Government, on the other hand, •i• in 
a state of considerable oonfuaion at the moment and ha■ been 
for quite acme time now.• 

Pater Robinson 11\&de the followinq_pointa, 

each party will be able to indicate, to it• area of 
support, the work that ha• bean dona; 

nobody i• expecting that Heads of Agreement will be the 
outcome of the talk• deliberation■ - that ia not to aay 
that the process haa failed1 

. 

we will have to wait and see whether there will be a 
resumption of the proce•• 
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Interview with Mr. Jame■ Molyneaux, Good Morning Ol■ter 
Programme, BBC Northern Ireland, Tuesday, 10 November 1992 

Interviewer1 The Ulster Unionist leader Jim Molyneaux waa 
asked if ha was sad to see this lateat round of Talks coming 
to an end. 

Mr. Molyneaux! It is aad, in a way, if one believes that it 
is all going to atop here but you will have picked up the 
theme from the Secretary of State'■ ■peach and that it wa■ 
forecast, in a way, in the President's speech that there ia a 
great lot of useful practical work to be done in thia province 
of Northern Ireland. And you will remember, not that you 
might have took much notice of it, I said exactly that in my 
Conference speech a couple of week's ago, that even if I aaid

that and I want to repeat it now, that even if the Talk■ are 
not 100, successful, Ulster muat not slide back and will not 
slide back toSquare one, and I hold that even more strongly 
tonight. 

Interviewer1 So will you definitely be coming back to talk? 

Mr. Molyneauxs In a different level but I think that 
colleagues in tbe Talks have come to the concluaion that there

was some merit in what I said way back at the beginning that 
we shouldn't try to get on the high wire act, it'a not a

circu■, that we should develop that which wa have been capable

of in Parliament a■ leader■ of Parties in a way that the GB 
Party leaders oan not do, that is, ait down around the table, 
at any time, and talk about practical problems and what's more 
important resolve those problems. 

Intervi-•r: How do you view the oall by Mr. Stewart for 
political leaders and businessmen tc get around the table to 
sort out an agr�ed agenda?

Mr. Molyneaux, I welcome that very much that the Induetry, 
Commerce, Agriculture, the whole lot ot them, 1hould uae ua 

1,_rl 
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more because we are elected and somebody might say well paid 

to provide a service. My regret for all of my political 

lifetime ha• been that there haa been a wall between ua, a 

paper wall. I hope that that is now breaking down and that we 

are going to get to grips with dealing with the problems of 

this Province and I am afraid we are going to have more given 

the economic situation in the years ahead. That means we've 
got to get down to work immediately after tomorrow and pull 

together, 

Intervi•-r1 Jim Molyneaux. H• waa also asked if he thought 

anything had been achieved by six months of dialogue between 

the local parties and the two Governments. 

Mr. Molyneaux1 Certainly they have identified the different 

stun points and set out the poaition of all the participants, 

all aix of them more clearly than before. In a way, I feared 

that would happen because by doing that you automatically aet 

them so far apart, and then they find it very difficult to 

move toward• each other. It goes back to Hwnphery Atkin• idea 

of calling hie Conference in 1979, and I aaid to him "you are 

putting them all on alip fence• from which they won't be able 

to move" and I think that ia the drawback with that kind of 

summitry but I think that'• all behind us now. We are going 

now to have friendly, informal, continuous discuaaion• on a 

� whole range of m�d�r�t�, not juat the political problem■, but 

as you have heard·tonight, reflected in the Secretary of 
State•• words on the whole range of unemployment, the health 

aervice, the problama of industry, commerce and everything 

else. 

Interviewers Are there any structure• coming on stream 

though, Mr. Molyneaux. Bave you put anything down on paper or 

the other leaders on this front, 

Mr. Molyneaux: Well, look we don't need structures. We 

didn't need structure• to help Jqpn Parker establiah the 
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Harland and Woolf rescue operation. We helped him to persuade 

Mrs. Thatcher to de in th•t week which ahe tlatly retused to 

do for the Sunderland shipyard where you have graaa growing on 

the slipways now and Harland and Woolf is prospering because 

we helped Harland and Woolt as tour parties cooperating as 

one, 

Interviewer1 Who do you blame for the Talks ·••••• 

Mr, Molyneaux; I am not in a position of allocating blame and 

I hope nobody else is going to indulge in that negative 

pastime. 

t ··,, 
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Interview with Mr. Peter Robinaon, Good Horninq Olater 

Radio Programme, BBC Northern Ireland, 

TUeaday, 10 November 1992 

studio1 The Deputy leader of the DUP, Peter Robinson told Tim 

Jenkin• that it would take until the laat moment of talking to 

dacide whether any kind of joint declaration could be signed, 

Mr. Robinaon: When we do leave the building, every party will 

be able to indicate to their own area of aupport, the work 

they have done during the period of time that the talke have 

proceeded, the benefit, if any, that they ••e that the process 

hae been and where the diffioultiee have been during that 

proc:•••• I think we need to have that degree of honesty with 

the people of Northern Ireland ao they might know if there are 

area• of difficulty, what they have been, and whether we feei 

that there are ways of overcollling thoae areas of difficulty in 

the future, 

Interviewer: Ar• you alluding there to slight agreement there 

among the parti•• that there hae been aome movement, Will you 

actually come to aome, what'• been referred to •• "Heada of 

Agreement" ? 

Mr, Robineona I would have been the fir■t to line up if I 

thought that it was possible to reach an agreement on a way 

forward for our Province, I don't think that anybody ia 

expecting that will be the outcome of our deliberations, but 

that ia not to say that the process itself has failed, and I 

think it will become evident when partiea give their public 

report■ aa tg what has been going on, the areas that have been 

covered, the importance of what has taken place and the very 

real difficultie• that have occurred and undoubtedly you 

cannot do that without indicating where you felt the proceaa 

confronted obataclea, how major those obstacle■ were, and what 

way thoae obataoles, in your view, ahould have bean dealt 

with. 

1
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Interviewer: Will you atriving towards an agreed atatement? 

Mr. Robinaon: Well, I would imagine that the Chairman or the 

delegations will either agree a statement to aum up the 

proceaa or agree that each Delegation ahould do that 

individually, but that'• a matter for the Delegations to 

decide at the Plenary meeting later thi• afternoon. 

Interviewers Secauee of the circumstances you describe there 

will be the temptation for this meeting to break up in 

acrimony with recrimination? 

Mr. Robinaons Well, I think when we are dealing with 

politicians who clearly come and have a different angle of 

vision, it's very likely that each of them will have a 

different prospective of what has bean of benefit and where 

the difficulties lie, and I think each of them will want to 

spell out to their own c0JN11unity, or a section of the 

community, what they believe the position ia from their own 

atandpoint, and I think that it is very likely that there will 

not be universal agreement as to either what progress was 

made, or indeed, what the main problem areas were, such i1 the 

nature of politics anywhere in the world. 

Intervie-r1 But any gains that have been made will remain? 

Mr. Robin■on1 Well, you'll have to determine first of all, 

the nature of any gain■ or indeed whether they were any gains 

from the proeesa, and I am not going to prejudge what might be 

in the content of any of the Delegations re111arke during the 

course of thi■ evening's remarks. 

Interv1e-r1 Nor indeed speculate on when a Talk• process 

might begin again? 

MJ:• Robine9n1 Nor speculate on whether a Talks proce1s would 

take place again. ., >l 
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Interviewer: The Ulster Unionist party went to Dublin, you 

did not, When the local Government elections come up in May 

will you be pointing at that in your local election campaign ? 

Mr. R9bineon1 I will be vary surprised if that was going to 

be the issue that votes were going to hinge on in the local 

Government election, and can I indicate to you fairly clearly 

that a• far as the Ulster Demooratic Unionist Party waa 
concerned, we made it abundantly clear within our Party and 

outeide, that there was a necessity to have movement on the 

part of the Irish Republic in relation to Articles 2 and 3. I 

r•gret that movement did not come. That movement would have 

allowed us to take part in the Dublin meeting hut, 

unfortunately, there has been no euch mov•lll8nt and that, of 

oourae, ha• been one of the difficultiea that this process 

have had to face, 

Interviewer: There is an election in the Irish Republic in 

December, What could be the influence on our Talks process 

here of either a strengthening of Fianna Fail's position aa 

regards its position in the Dail or a weakening of its 

position, and poasibly a new administration entirely? 

Mr, Robin■onz I don't want to interfere in the election 

proce•• in the Irish Republic but clearly in as far as it has 
an impact upon i■auea aueh as the territorial claim, it will 

be watched with v•ry great interest here in Northern Ireland. 

:• 11 
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Interview with Mr. John Alderdice, Good Morning Ulater 
Radio Programme, BBC Northern Ireland

'l'uesday, l� November 1992 

Interviewers It remains to be seen how much recrimination will 
follow the break-up of the Talk■, but already the Alliance 
party leader John Alderdice has critici■ed the SOLP and the 
Irish Government over their stance on the Republic's claim 
over Northern Ireland. Dr, Alderdice ia with me now. Good 
morning to you. You have not wasted much time in slinging 
mud, 

Mr, Alderdicei No, I don't think that's the position. I 
think that what is important is that the people of Northern 
Ireland know what's been going on and for the paat six month■ 
we have been involved in very intensive negotiation■• And ot 
co

�
·t is true that we have exchanged paper■, we have

99' . 

r stored each other'• positions and ao on, and that ia in 
i�saful and I would not deny that, But I don't think 
that's what the people of Northern Ireland wanted. I think 
they wanted a great deal more. I think they wanted u■ to make 
some political progress, We have identified the difficulties, 
but we haven't found a way round that. Not because we didn't 
have the time, but because there wasn't a preparedness to 
compromise and I must emphaei■e that I believe that there •re 
people in all the political parties who were working very hard 
towarda an agreement. I have to say that I think an agreement

waa poaaible. I think it waa there for the taking and that's 
one of the things (interruption). I think you are seeking to 
put words in rrry mouth. What I have aaid is that it was deeply

disappointing at the weekend to hear John Hwne delivering a 
speech at hi• party Conference where not only in terms of hi• 
analyaia of the problem but in terms of the precise way in 
which it should be resolved, he said exactly the same thing 
that he said on the firat day of the Talk■• So that after six 
month• of intenaive negotiations, we are talking about three 
or four days a week sometimes, in tact, we are not any closer, 
indeed, some of the thing■ that some of the delegate■ aaid at 

r 11 
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the SDLP Conference augge■ted that they were further away from 
the Unioni■t1. 

Interviewer: Well wa■ this in evidence throughout those six 
months or did there aeem to be movement which now seems to 
have been retracted? 

Mr. Alderdice1 Well, I have not through all of thia period of 
time said anything about what's gone on in the Conference 
itself. But I think, in the past, I have been very ready and 
prepared to criticise Unionists when I believe that they have 
had a part to play in intran1igence or in 1tability in thie 
Province. And I think it is only right then if I believe that 
there has been a failure to move, and a publicly demonstrated 
failure to move on the part of ■omeone else, that I 1hould 
similarly say ao if the boot is on the other foot. 

Interviewer: Ia the Iriah Government equally guilty in your 
view of refusing to budge? 

Mr. Alderdices Well you have raised the question of the Iri■h 
Government. Not me, I mean the Iri■h Government is in a 
state of considerable confu1ion at the moment and has been tor

quite ■ome tilll8 and perhaps it will be of value as to what new 
Government comes out, But what is clear i■ that from the 
publicly stated position at the end of the Talks from the SDLP 
there is no change from the publicly stated position at the 
very beginning ot the Talk• and that after ■ix month■, where 
we were supposed to converge, we should not be surpri•ed 
about this. I said before these Talks atarted that I was very 
cautious indeed about the pr01pect becau1e I saw the Talk• a• 
moving in a divergence aituation. The SDLP wanting to build 
on the Anglo-Irish Agreement, the unionist wanting to 
dismantle the Anglo-Irish Agreement, and I think tragically 
what we have seen is that ther&'ha■ not been any convergence 
and I think it bring• it righ( back to the thing■ that I have

been saying for the laat three qr ,
1
four year■, and that ia, 
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that I think it probably comes to the British Goverrunent to 

actually put down what way it believes would be right and fair 

for Northern Ireland to be governed, and after ■ix month■ of 

diacusaione the Secretary of state and hie colleagues muat be 

even more clear than ever they were before about precisely 

what the positions are, precisely what the problem■ are, and 

precisely what would be the best way of governing Northern 

Ireland itself and in its relations with the reat of the UK 

and the rest of this island. 

Interviewers So you can't accuse me of putting words in your 

mouth . . .  Are you saying that it's the SDLP'a intransigence 

on the bodiea they want to see running any new Ireland which 

might emerge which has led to the break-down of these Talks? 

Mr. Alderdicer Well as you know, John Hume at the weekend 

made very clear what hie proposals were. That those were 

still hia views and I have to aay that I don't believe that 

the idea of a Dublin - appointed Mini■ter governing Northern 

Ireland internally and an arrangement which removes any 

legislative power from the people who represent Northern 

Ireland is a way forward that'• in any way acceptable to any 

true democrat, on the one hand, and to the vaat majority of 

people in Northern Ireland. 

Interviewer: Ia there any point in resuming these Talks? 

Mr. Alderdicer Well I think thia is one of the great 

difficulties (interruption). Jim Molyneaux was saying 

earlier on that h• believes that there were practical thing• 

we can cooperate on and I think that's true. But that doe■ 

leave aside the constitutional problem and I think that ita 

left hanging in the air as to whether talk• will solve that 

one. 

Interviewers Dr. John Alderdice, leader of the Alliance 

Party, thank you very much inde•�• 

©NAI/TAOIS/2021/94/45 

004 f 


	coversheet_tsch
	cu41
	TAOIS_2021_94_4500051
	TAOIS_2021_94_4500052
	TAOIS_2021_94_4500053
	TAOIS_2021_94_4500054
	TAOIS_2021_94_4500055
	TAOIS_2021_94_4500056
	TAOIS_2021_94_4500057
	TAOIS_2021_94_4500058
	TAOIS_2021_94_4500059
	TAOIS_2021_94_4500060




