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From: Joe Hayes 

Further to my message this a.m., attached herewith are copies of 
Molyneaux's letter and Kinnock's reply, 

I spoke to McNamara this afternoon and he told me that he had dinner with 
Hurne last night, Hume is upset at the first paragraph of Molyneaux's 
letter which, he feels, goea well beyond last Friday's statement by the 
party leaders, According to McNamara, Hume never agreed to a letter in 
these terms which misrepresents the viewa of the SDLP, Hume is also unhappy 
with the middle paragraph of Kinnock's reply. 

According to McNamara, Alderdice is also concerned with the text of 
Molyneaux's letter. 

·McNamara feels that Hume's concern is exaggerated. In any case, he is of
the view that Thursday's NI debate will provide a useful opportunity for
all sides to set the record straight. His own intervention will be very
carefully drafted and will be cleared in advance with Kinnock. He has had
some press queries arising from media reports of the Embassy interview
hinting at a difference of ap�roach between himself and Kinnock and asking
if Labour is in retreat from �ts commitment to reunification. Personally,
he has had no difficulty in responding to these queries, emphasising that
there has bean no change in Labour party policy and also making it clear
that there is no way in which a Labour government would repudiate any
agreement reached by the constitutional parties in Ireland.

McNamara made the point that the breakfast meeting with Kinnock also made
it clear that there were no changes of emphasis in Labour party policy,
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The Rt. Hon, Jl\tnei: Molyn�1111x. M.P. 

LEADER-· nu; UI.S1'EK UNl(JN!ST rAP.TY 

2 folaC'Ch 1992 

Rt Hon �•il �innock MP 
Hou•• of ColllnOn� 
westlllinater 
t,oradon 
SWlA O-'A 

Huute of Common,, 
Lc1J1dOn, SW I,._ 0/1/\. 

I -'Ill writing at tha requeat ot the oth•r thC"eo Party Loadero Meaara Hi.M118, 
Palaley and Alderdica to let you MOW that we h�va beun 9reatly reaaaur,d by 
your etatomGnt at the Irieh �••Yon 27 f'llbruary 1992 to the ett•ct that 
while the Labour Party ramdn1 con'fllitted to iriah unity in th& lon�•..: terTII, a 
Labour OovarMlllnt in reconvened talka would not uae such discuesiona to 

r, I 

achieve that ultimate d111 but would concentrate on p011tical eeonomic en,l d.vu 
security ieavo�. 

Assuming that you ware reported correctly, we the tour loaders on rriday 28 
February a9ratd and iasuad the tnoloaed atatement which 1n turn led to & vefy 
useful m&oting with P$ter Brooke thie mornin9, de!cribed ln the enclosed Press 
Statement. 

As Wt h•vu boon relying on pre-■ rw?Orte of your t'Bmarlc.8 ot t:h1 E:lTibasay, et,& 
four ot va would be grateful if you could eoniitn1 that your viewe ware fairly 
represented. It would be par�icularly helpful if you could let me have a note 
to that effect before Thut·sday' • debat1 on Northern Ireland, 
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2nd Maroh 1992 

Thank you for today•■ l•tt•r. 

Al you will know, the Labout Patty has QOnti$tently 
au�ported the effort• ot the Government to 9•t talks on 
the t�tvre of Northern Irelan� under way and we 
consequently w•loomtd an4 gave ootivt ... ■upport to the 
$tatemtnt from Mr Brook• on 25th March 1991. 

My �ommenta la1t Thuraday v•r• th• mo•t recent reassertion 
of the vie� which we have taken ln the intervening period 
and will maintein. 

It naturally follow• that if you an� the o�h•r !nterteted 
partiea agree a framework for talks before the Election, 
tht Labour Oovernment would honour such an 19reement, and 
expect everyone tlse to do the samt. 
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