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GIVEN BY THE PlU'.M2 MINISTER, Im JOHN MA.TOR, 

IN t.ON!>ON 

ON TQESDAT, 11 FSBRUART 1992 

PlU ME MI NI STU.s 

P.03 

Goo4 Afternoon. could 1 say to you that thia aft•rnoon w• have 

h&d an excellent meeting, it was beld in an extremely iood spirit 

and I believe everyone who took part in it regarded it a, 

thoroughly worthwhile. 

The di,euaaion. we have had were frank aod they were Wide ranging. 

Pointe of a9ree�ent were air9d and so were points of di,agreement 

by all the tour party leader,. we have diaouase4 all these and we 

will return to tho1e 111atters later. 

As a result of the excellent dialogue we have had this afternoon, 

I have indicated to the four party leader, that I •• prepared to 

hold further meetings with them in order that we can discu,, the 

matters of relevance to Northern Ireland and in partieular to the 

security aituat�on that prevail• within Northern Ireland. we have 

all agreed that further meetings of this aort woul4 b• worthwhile. 
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In our meeting thia afternoon everyone pre£ent was unanimous in 

---A1---�--
•"-'U1-4Q."1'° .... u� 

Terrorists who claim to be actin9 on behalf of one collllllunity or 

the other w•re in fact acting against the intorests of all th• 

P.04 

ev•ryone att•ndin9 thia meeting. Everyone at the •••ting gave 

their support to the security forces in bringing those responsible 

tor cerroris� atroci�iee to justice. 

I confirmed to the party leaders that the government would 

Royal Ulster Constabulaz;y by over 400 men and women had recently 

�een agreed and I was able to eonfir111 that r•eruitment �a, 

proceeding rapidly and 3atisfactorily. 

I also confirmed thia afternoon that the nullll)•r of troops deployed 

in Northern Ireland, which had l>9en increased in January, has !:>@en 

further substantially increased. 

The meeting agreed this afternoon on th• importance of th• closest 

postible coop•r•t1on with the government of the k•public of 

Ir•land in the fight againtt terroris�. I told the party leaders 

that I have already spoken to th• Taoiseach, Kr Reynolds, and that 

w• have agr••d to m••t in the near future. That �••ting will of 

eourse diicu,, security and all other matte.ra relevant to our 

cur.rent a 1•nd.a, 
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The people, I know, in Northern Ireland will reoall on 27 January 

that the party leader, agreed that at the invitation of Peter 

Broo�e they would meet to consider matters of collllllon concern 

including in the •�onomic field in the interests of all the people 

of North•rn Ireland. 

'I'hey aleo a9reed on 27 January to respond to an invitation to 

field party teama to take part for information in intensive 

factual �riefinga under the Chairman.hip of the Mini•t•r ot State. 

That would �e•l with present financial and other administrative 

arrangements affecting the people of Northern Irelan4. 

'l'hia afternoon, at my 9pecific req;\le;t, the party leaders agreed 

to extend that agenda, they will also �•et now to di1cu11 

obstacles in the way of further political dialogue in the hop• 

that that political dialogue might be abl• to recommence at an 

early date. 

'I'he party l•a�e�s this afternoon all wrpNssed th• hop� that by 

continuing to work together, and by making repr•••ntations 

together on mattera of coMon ooncerft, they would contrib�te to 

the growth 0£ mutual trust and confidence within the co=unity in 

Northern Ireland, we all.believ• that that woul4 eventually aid 

the talks procesa. 
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I think I can say ther•fore that it haa been a very aatisfactory 

afternoon, it is possi�le the four party leaders �•Y wish to make 

further statements later on this evening, but for the mo�ent that 

ii all we have to 1&y. 

(END OF TRANSCRIPT) 
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