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British General Election 

Background Note 

IZ]002 
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At the time of writtilg, over 95't of the .i::e.su1ts have been 
d.eclared in tha British General Election, with COlllputer 
predictions i.ndi.catlng that the Conservative Government is to be 
returned with an overall, but rednced, majority of 17. 

The national swing against the Tories appears to have been aroand 
approx. 2%, wel.l. bel.ow the 8% required by Labour for an ovara11. 
majority and the 6% swing which woul.d have made Labour the 
.largest pa.rty. Labour polled rather bettin- i.n many key marginals 
(approx. 4% swing) but failed to capture more than half of their 
target seats in London and the West Mi.dl.ands. tn Scotland there 
was actually a 3% swing to the Conservatives. 

The percentage shares of the vote in this el.ection and in 1987 
were as follows, 

1992 1987 

Conservative 43% 43% 

Labour 36% 32% 

Liberal. Democrat 1.8% 23% (Lib/SDP AUiance) 

The Conservative vote has not altered in percentage term:, from 
the 1987 election. This is dramatically different from the eve of 
poll predictions that the Conservatives were on 37%, Labour 38%, 
=d Lib De!IIS, 20%, J'.n this election, the Labour gains in the 
popular vote appea:i: to have been made at the expense of the 
Liberal Democrat5. Against this, the Tory vote appears to be 
less advantageously spread, Le. Labour got substantial swings in 
marginals, thus reducing the number of Tory seats by a much 
greater proportion than their popular vote. 

The current predictions for seats in the House o:f Commons as a 
result of the 1992 British General Election are 
(1987 figures in brackets); 

Conservatives 

Labour 

Lil>era.l Democrat 

334 (375)

272 (229)

21 (23) 

other (incl. N.I. seats) 24 (24) 
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Comment 

The result is a surprise to most commentators, g:l.ven the pal.ls on 
the eve of el.ect:l.on wtu.ch pointed to a hung Parliament w:lth 
Labour as the largest party. 

It will. be a severe disappoi.ntment to Labour who believed their 
chances of oustill.g the Conservati.ve Government were strengthened 
by the calling of the el.ection 1.n the middle of a recession, the 
lack of money for the Government to propose significant ta% cuts, 
and the l.ingering memories of a deepl.y unpopul.ar cOllllllUnity charge 
or •poll tax•. The outcome must represent a setback i.n particul.ar 
for Neil. Kinnock for wham. this el.ection was widely viQWed in 
advance as a make or break effort. The failure under advantageous 
circumstances to :rE11110ve the Toria:. :frolll. Gove:cmnent seems likely 
to focus attention on Kinnock's leadarship. Nevertheless, the 
gains made by Labour may be sufficient to maintain the Party' e 
leading- role in opposition, and prevent a mere radical. 
realignment of anti-Tory pol.iti.cs. 

The result wi.11 also di&appoint the Liberal. Democrats who were 
judged to have fought a successful. campaign and who pinned hopes 
on the leverage a hung- Parliament might have afforded. 

The outcome is a cl.ear success for Prime Minister Major who can 
now claila his own majority rather than the one he inherited. 
Although the majority is relatively slim it is probably 
�ufficient to �a£egwu:d the Government against inevitable bye
election l.osses daring the life of the Parliament (the 
Conservatives lost seven during the last Parliament). 

In Scotl.and, the Tories w.ill llndoubtedly claim. their 3% increase 
in the popular vote and likely net qain of one seat (to ten 
seats) as vinclicati.on of their defence of the consti.tuti.onal 
status quo.Thi.s 1.s llill.ikel.y to lower the poli.ti.cal amongst an 
electorate which continues by a very large majority to demand 
change .in thi.S area. 

As al.ways in the immediate aftermath of a British General. 
Election, the iniquities of the "first past the post" system will 
be highl.ighted.·There will be particular intaras;t in which way 
the Labour Party resolve:. its internal. dabate on this issue, 
given the perception that tha b:aditional scepticism within the 
party towards proportional. representation is eroding. 

Anglo-rrish Section 
10 April 1992 
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UNITED KINGDOM GENERAL ELECTION 1987 
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UNITED KINGDOM GENERAL ELECTION 1992 
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