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FaOM EGMG FO� eOI lilJlDIO TECHNICAL SERVICES

TRANSCIU il'l' OF OOOJIS'l'EP I lffERVU" 

GI'\l'EN BY 'l'kE PRIME tuNlS'rEP., MR JOHN MAJOII. 

AND MR ALBR'l' REYNOLD$

IN LONOON 

ON �BD�SDllY, 26 FEBROAllY 1992 

MR Rl!lnlOLDS1 

Pint of all I want to say how appreoiattvo I am of the early

viait to Mo 10, my firat time her•, to ren•w acquaintancea 'ltitA an

old friend of llline when we worked. together in. Europe.

I want to say that we both have a ahared objective in trying to 

work toward• achieving peace in the North of Ireland and to create 

a better way of life for all our p■ople on the island of Ireland. 

We will u,e ovary ,o■aible cooperation and indeed. every legitimate 

means at our c!iapoeal to try and stop tne oruelt-r an4 carnage tb.at 

is the North of Ireland over recent -•ka. 

I havlil an. 1nve11tm■nt in the t.i::wst iuid \P1deratand.irt9 that ,,. have

built up t:o continue on that road. to try and find betw.•tl us a

bett•r way fo�rd.

Thank you, Prime Mini■ter. 
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Pt\IMB MINIS'l'J:'RI 

�aoiaeach, than� you very much. Perhaps I can welco•• the 

Taoiaeach, I am delighted he is able to come here so soon in hie 

Prelllierehip and�• look forward to weloollling you back on many 

occasion• in the future. 

ffe have had the opi,ortunity in the last hour stld a hal.f, and w1ll 

carry that forward over dinner with our ecllea9uu later, of 

reviewing a widO rang• of matters of mutual interett both in the 

Europoan Community and of cow:se matters of bilateral. intereet in 

Northei:-n Ireland and elsewhere, 

I agroo, without qualification, with what the Taoiseach sai.4 a 

•o�ent or ao a90. There are some other matter• I think that it is 

perhaps worthwhile to add, 

We both would wish to see the three etranded talkl continue as 

epeeclily as possible and see them carried through to a cucca1aful. 

oonolueion. Both ot us stand by tbe col!IIIU.tments fflada by our 

predace1sore in the An9lo-Irieb Agree=ent1 that saeu to ue to be 

e;,ctrem.el.y important that that is fully undaretood. W• ;are both 

datarmlned to continue and enhance the inorea■e4 ••ourity 

cooperation that there bas been tbat hae worked so muoh to th• 

benefit of p•opla in traland over recent years. 

©NAI/TAOIS/2021/94/22 



170 'd 

.-
cLOlEc8llO __ _ _ . !! � 03M G6-83.:!-9c 

PRIME MtNXS'l'Z�/MR REYNOLDS - DOORSTEP - LON00lf - 2& FEBRUARY 1992 

- 3 -

These are matt•rs of common concern. Nobody who hae eeeA tb• 

mi�•l:Y that has been caused in Northern Ireland, particularly 

perhaps over the last two months or to w1tb some of the inoi4ents 

there, can fail to be moved by th♦m, We both believe that it 1& 

neeeseary for ua continue to loo� at whatever options�• can 

to make sure that we are abl• to try and bring that carnaie to a 

concl us 10n, 

So it has been a very worthwhile introductory meeting, there are 

many other thing& that we will have to discuss. we have ag�ed 

that we will 4-.:,aaiu in close eoft�ae� in tho poriod ahead. wa v�,, 

certainly continue with the meetings agreed aome time ago, the 

bilateral meeting■ in London and in Dublin, and we will take 

whatever opportuniti•• are necessary to meet 1n order to �isouss 

the probl•=- that we both jointly face. 

QUES'l'ION; 

Did you diaoua■ oonatitutional matte:tS, in particular the Irish 

constitutional claim on Northern Irelancl and al■o the Government 

o� Ireland. Aot?

Pl\Il'lt MINIS'rER1 

We discue■ed a whole range of matte.ff, it wa• a vory frea and 

frank di■ou■■ion, - touched on �any sensitive issues like that 

�ut ! am not going into any details 
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QU!!STION, 

MR P..!YNOLDS: 

Yaa, X h�v• already said that I welco�• the supreme Co�rt'• 

decision from a hwnane point of view, it certainly takea away the 

uncertainty and g•t:a rid of the legal compl•xitiea that war• 

ind••d a eource of worry and burden to the fWly concerned and 

eapeoial1y to the young girl concerned, 

QUES'l'ION: 

... on the •ecurity front? 

PRIM! MibTI STER: 

'l'hora are nono I have to announce thi• evening, 

QUH'l'IOllh 

I• there any question today of interrunent being disou•••�• are you 

propo11in� internment in Northorn Ireland? 

PRIME MINIS'l'SR: 

You know very well the position o� internment, we have made that 

clear, it i� there to be ueed if necessary but I have nothing 

further to say uout that. 
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QUBSTtON1 

Mr Molyneaux hae said that Strt.nd one of the talltll could :begin 

betore the General Election, he says he ia optimi■tic, do you 

believe tbat to be th• case? 

l'IUMS MINIS'i'!lt: 

I very much hope that it ia the ea.a• and I am delighted to hear 

that Mr Molynell\Ul is 1aying so. At the meeting I had herv with Mr 

Molyneawt and th• other Northern Ireland political leaders about a 

fortnight a90 they agreed that they would be in touch to see 

whether they could resume the talka. I know that that is in hand 

and I am delighted to hear what you say coming from Mr Molyneaux. 

MR NSYNOLOS; 

Could I add that t w•• deeply appreciative of tho Prt�• Minister'■ 

effort• in oallinf all the political leader• from the North of 

Irelallli to a meetin� here, it is the first ti�• it has bapP41ned 

eince 1976 ana l am del1vhte\\ to hear him ••Y tonight that the 

talk• will continue in the next couple of vooka. 

QUESTION: 

Inaudible. 

l'RIME M:tNIS'l'ER: 

It depends what you mean by a break in the 109-jp, I think t�• 

news just reporled a mo�ent or eo avo that you hee� tro� the 

questioner that the politioal pcu:ties in Northern Ireland think 
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that it may now be poa•ible to be9in the Strand l talka aqain 

before the General Election, is a very encouraging development. 

But I do not w�nt to talk about brealdn� log-jam•, th•r• is a lot 

to be done, a lot of patient careful continuing diplomacy will be 

nec••••r.Y• What we have done is ju,t begin to oarry thiG a little 

t,u:ther tonight. 

QOBS'l'ION: 

Taoiseach, will you work now to try an4 di•tanc• your gc,vorru,.ent 

in the Republio tro• th♦ '9.tnolic 6hurch, it Dee�, they are very 

clO!lely connected, will you now work to mako aura that you are 

operating on the political framework without th• ohuroh on your 

back all the time? 

MR P.EYNOLDSs 

I do not know where you get any evidence that the church is on =Y 

back. The special position of the ,atholic 'huroh in Irela�d was 

removed from our oon.-titution many t•are a�o ana I think anybody 

who has watched the first couple of weeks of my adalinietr.i.tion 

would have no doubts in that regard an� I think �hat is i111portant 

here is that the Prime Minister and mr••lt ar• 9oinf to oontinue 

to kaep a perao�l interett in the happeninga in the North of 

Ireland and we will •n•ura, insofa� as we can, that Strand 1, 2 

and, continue and we are fully committed to the Anglo-Irish 

Agreement, 
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QOES'l'ION: 

Wil.l you be havin9 a ref•renduin on divorce and abortion in the 

near euture? 

l'IR REYNOLDS: 

The suprGme court decision that o�me out this afternoon was a 

decision to set aside the Ki�h court decision of a lower eourt, I 

have not got, and nobody else has got at this sta�•• the detail, 

of that Supreme Court deoision and consequently it would be futile 

to speculate on what may or may not be nece,sary fo: the future. 

(END OF TRANSClUIT) 
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