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AMBASAID SA H.E!R£A:--;:-; 

TELEPHO:--E: :l02l 462·393Q 

IMMEDIATE 

23 OCTOBER 1.992 

TO HQ FROM WASHINGTON 
FOR ASST SEC O HUIGINN FROM AMBASSADOR 

EMBASSY OF IRE!'...AND 

223� ::vfASSACHUSETTS AVE .. t\. W. 

WASHl:--GTO:-:. D.C. 20008 

1.. FUrther to my telex yesterday, I am now enclosing copy of the 
statement (in effect a lQtter to Bruce Morrison) issuad today 
by Governor Clinton on Irish issues. 

2. The statement is very much along the lines envisaged in our
telex. The Clinton camp (somewhat tongue in cheek!) is
signalling that the text merely SQQ)cs to reiterate positions
previously taken in public. However, this is unlikely to ease
the concern of the British Embassy here.
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: wa.nt �� tand Bt vani rr•ati�r• &l\d h•uiy U&W io all o:
you f&\heHd .�CHthU thil evaniM in IIIS,JIGft of 0� a&Q&.1.tn, 'l'M
•1.1ppel"t et t.ha %:ith 1:e.rioan oo=IW\1-CY U �J.&1 to ov 1J.1c:Uon
aHHt and % UI 9:rai1tul fo:: your ■laPPHlt 

%� addi•icn, 11t me raeoqfti11 an !ncl!vidual vho J!.11 prevu.4
tir.al••• 1unort fgr OI.U' �iok&t ad who.ha• =•4• 1.r1&1.4it.1��•
in the. •tN;;l• tgr peaci. in Nc�thun :�•1&1"4, 1oa�on 1 1
di1t.1.n;'ll.bl\a4 Hayoi-, �•Y Plyr,n. JJ\d it b A apaci&l MM:r fer Ill
et \la io h&YI t:1 Vll.\lad auno:-t &nd rdd.&MI of l "°' fi'i•nd et
D•aoaat• and Iriah•A:a:icana everywue, ,,�1 O'W)'N', 

'l':ba 1ut1nq =ont:"i�tio:,1 of tha %.rilh•Audoai, coaaunity 1r1
'WAit h&YI h11pacl UXI :hif CCW\try 1iron9, An4 t U fl.a&lld iM.i
toda� lr11i�•�t !�lh ti;ned i�� l&Y I Con,�•••icm• r,10,uiitn
4H19nating Xui:h ua; u •:rilh-A:&a:ric:an !uiu91 >Col\�.• 1-.g.a�H
%%d.lllcl hH qiven IQ ::1.1011 to o.� 001,U�t:y, ,,. OVI & •P•eL&l 4ut 1.,
l'&t\lll:'l'I, lfa •Qm:1t1d tha 0uocnUo 1HdU'I iA COl'lf1'UI Who ac:Ud t.c
and tJ\1 lonq hi•t�� ot dia=zoWnation 1;1in1� ::alw &M ot'.hv 
I\IUOn, ill O'IU:' im:i�HtiCl'I l.&YI. AA4 VI vU1 v;:-le u •n•u:o• tui 
p•1i�ioa1 aonaiduat!on• de not hindazo th• var�s.n,a oi o� c:QW.'ta 
in aaylwis c••••• 

lanator aora lrtd'% &bare tha 1111 ot lll :zi1h•Aauic:1M foi'
P••o• in Northern ?.r•l&nd, Wa l:111i1Yt �t th• 'Cn1ta4 RnM a\.lU
�•tl•c� �i• cono•r� mere at:a=tively in it• for1i1n �clicy. ••
aa11dan ton• viol•n.o• 11\4 iuood1i;td wi= ba■ 1ur:14 Mo�n
%1"a1and and opp••• &11 •�tu�t• ie aoh1tYt �•litiQ4110111 \USUlh
t:uror anlS viola:,aa, wa citll Ol'I 'P•ci,lu � naUo:rut throu'qhc�t tM
vor14 ,o ,n� th•� tinanciai ,,:;pon t;r w11 * aaax io 9ain
their 9oal1 l)y vio11no1, 

... \ 
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•• •r• tnoo�ra;ad l)y Illa �rl.ft\ talkl »etva&n t.ti.a
OOftHh�tional part.ha ot NO:ihun :tHllM and tu kiUIA .,,, 
IZ'il.b fOV&l'NHfttl. A euntcn .>.dai:siaUHicn vUl. � • aon 
1ctiv1 ll'Oh in WCUPki2\'i' with th• 1tUU'I i2'I tl\111 Mliou t.o &o!lbv• 
I �Wit arid 1aatinl' Hiil&aent of th• CIOftfU.ct, A 1enu"'� IUS4
pHHfUl 1011.1.U� t• �- eddl in JIO .. hlnl !Hll� nn • lftlf N 
aohievad U IA• \U\dU1)'inf OIUHI of tat IU'if• ud iftata!,iUt;., IH 
4Hlt v,tl\ vi1caro"11f, f&b1f lft4 vi�in I tia, .. fn•• tll&t 
fl'&.v&nt••• f•n�ine, •u�1ianti11, an4 1t11dy ,�opua, l Nli•�• 
tb• 1ppoint:•ft� ot a u.1. 1paei11 anvof \I Mffthtn �•1an, eauld 
Ma "t&lY•� in tha at!g•� �o ••�• • l•••inw ,-•••• 

• 
W• �•li•v• that tn• lritLo O�Ytll'M.tnt muti do aoi1 to oppo11 

�• 1oi:. cUac1'i::ai."'lf.ticn tllat hH a:utad �UJ11oyunt: 18Ye11 tvo an4 
a halt ,,ffi■■ hitk•� for ea�o1io vorkara wn not.11t&:\t. worxa-1, 
-?ntH •an lu 1'10 h•Un9' HtUu&llt. ill lftfthUl'J :.raland 1anti1 IUa.h 
1U.101'bil\Uitt\ ii lt\dd, �• KICS.rid1 P.l'ift.GiPlH Ht tort!\ 
&Jp�o»ri1t1 �idtlin•• tor inv••�•nt to ha1p &Ohiava �••• 101,, • 

•• lllO l:1U•v• tl\&t t.."ia ariti•h GOVlt'Nllnt S\lat 11ut.1iab
zu• affaetiv• aafaq�•�d.• •1•i�1t �• van�on ..aa of 1atha1 foroa
and. &Q'ainat �u ac1lu1 on 1=a1v .. n t!\a ■aam-i�f toroH and
P:otaatant para:11ita�y ;roup1, • � 

• 

'l'hl "•opU of ltcrt!ant I=:-aland �..ava ■nduHr:l llOH � be 
4AOWI O! l:lloodahad &1'14 4avuution. l(on Uan thl'H thouta.nd 
dtiu,n, hav• tAhd in �• ccntiminq vio1al'IC&, A rttU.11:ia 
solutic� to�• •�tf•�inq can l:11 aOhitv.d cnl� ths-0\l;a po1it.iA&1 
�o,otiatio�• and th• aanaant et U• p•op1a, no� �y hlM:har aota of 
vio11nc1, 

lanun acirt 1.nd. : 1� to:t"A'a:d to vor>cint vith you in Ul• 
yau■ &head �o aonhvt uut .gcala and l:lrin; pHa& a.nd j1J1UN to 
McrtAun :rela.nd, I�� v• :u1; al10 �oi� to;atnu in tha tifbt tor 
a �1tt1� berioa, 

n ii \111• to nnaw C\U' l!.l:)p• fo: th1 tu�• ot iAJ.1 natbn, 
ou: :d� in �• lmtrioan i,aopl• an4 01.a vidcn rtt t.ll• >d.nd ot 
001mtry v1 ciu1 �ui1d 'CQ9eth■:, Al Gore and % uve a plan to 
ru�u,s .\&ado a. 

oui- 111&n ntlact• tha ocnoat2'11 al tn• trie.•.bad1&11 c�.!.ty • 
�ho Wld•�•t&nd 4:ht �•lu• of family, h&%'4 WOZ'X AM Oom;W\ity, •• 
vill �ut:1 tho�un�• �i naw ,0.11■, �y aaen; otl\a thlnt•, 
•uno�Ur19 n.dl �udr.a .. and anca�•finw iizoivau i:!.vaatsan� il!\
A:iariaa. C\lr ;il.&n 11-.)(1 to raward paopI• '1ho von urd &n4 Jby �)' 
the n&1a•, by reto:-=in� �•lfua •• vt lc.nov it, W• h&�• • 1tronq 
&nti•c::i=• a,��o•ch baaed &.l!OUr.d •unart fer IX,11'1d•4 aom1W1ity• 
oa■ad 1av tnfcro•=•n�. And V• will can,ro1 t:.h• haa1th oar,�=•�• 
that: •:r• c:u..--:-1Jr.�1lf c:=ip;l!nq 01.;.;" ,con� &11d provi4• inauru.ce fer 
ta• 21 �i11icn p•cpla vithcut it. 

Jltnap• matt �pcrt&nt ot 111 1 .u IJora &n4·- :i: vi11 aua 
1d1Joaticn a cc� pr1.al:'ity, HPlHinf rutoric w£ill H1u.1ia. our 
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Pl•� C&ll.1 �o� litati:, l1arnin; illl4 ucuni 1duoa,11n&l
ono��nity, •• MCV tha:t ad.t.uu.tion oi �• next fefta'llion it en•
oi lh• 11aat. UIP01.'U-ni ais• et qov1rn=1nt, OU 1t\lnf pMpla •�•t »•
�r•partd to Qc=»ttl !.� �• ;lcbal a1rkltp1101. 

,nth YWl' ha111, lie viU. v1n en Mnm.z i &Nl hav• lb•
ol'l)ortw,ity io rt�1l� �•rica to;tthlr, 
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Jill. c:u�ton 
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IMMEDIATE 

C.45

22 OCTOBER 1992 

TO HQ FROM WASHINGTON 
FOR ASST SEC O HUIGINN FROM AMBASSADOR 

CYCY 

SUBJ: POSSIBLE CLINTON-GORE STATEMENT ON IRISH ISSUES 

1. MR SCANNELL, WHO KEEPS CLOSELY IN TOUCH'WITR THe·cLINTON GORE
CAMP, HAS.LEARNED THAT THEY MAY MAKE. A FURTHER STATEMENT ON IRISH
ISSUES AT AN ETHNIC FORUM TO BE HELD IN NEW JERSEY·TOMORROW
(FRIDAY.):. THIS IS LIKELY TD BE CHAIRED BY FORMER CONGRESSMAN BRUCE
MORRISON WHO. AS WELL AS BEING A CLASSMATE OF CLINTo�•s AT YALE, IS
CHAIRMAN OF THE. GROUP··'' IRISH-AMERICANS FOR· CLINTON'' .

2. CLINTON, AS·THE- DEPARTMENT IS AWARE, HAD PREVIOUSLY ADDRESSED
IRISH ISSUES I.AST APRit.·, WHEN HE WAS RUNNING FOR THE DEMOCRATIC
NOMINATION, A'.e AH· IRISH FORUM IN NEW YORK.

3. OUR UNDERSTANDING IS THAT THE NEW STATEMENT WILL NOT
DIFFER UNDULY FROM:- CLINTON'S PREVIOUS STANCE.

IT WILL RECOGNISE THE CONTRIBUTION OF THE IRISH TO THE 
BUILDING OF' THE UNITED STATES,. CONDEMN THE, US£ OF VIOLENCE AND 
PROMISE A MORE ACTIVE ROLE BY THE CLINTON-GORE ADMINISTRATION IN 
HELPING ACHIEVE A PEACEFUL SOLUTION TO NORTHERN IRELAND, AND Ill 
RECONCILING BOTH TRADITIONS ON THE ISLAND OF IRELAND. 

4. ON SPECIFIC ISSUES, THE INDICATIONS ARE THAT THE STATEMENT
WILL REFER TO THE CASF: .OF JOE C:O!-IERTY AND, WHILE RECOGNISING -ri-,£
INDEPENDENCE OF u: s. -couRTS. TAKE THE VIEW THAT POLITICAL
CONSIDERATIONS SHOULD NQT INTRUDE INTO LEGAL JUDGMENTS. ON THE
MACBRIDE PRINCIPLES' THE STATEMENT IS LIKELY TO INDICATE THAT n,u
COULD SERVE AS APPROPRIATE GUIDELINES FOR FAIR EMPLOYMENT
?RACTICES. THE TEXT FINALLY I3 LIKELY ro MAKE A GENERAL AND
CAUTIOUS REFERENCE TO THE SPECIA� �NVOY PROPOSAL.

©NAI/TAOIS/2021/94/18 



5. THE TIMING OF THE PROPOSED STATEMENT MUST BE VIEWED AS AN 
EFFORT BY THE CLINTON-GORE CAMPAIGN TO SHORE. UP ITS FAIRLY SHALLOW
IRISH-AMERICAN SUPPORT. PRIVATE POL.LING BY THE DEMOCRATS, FOR 
INSTANCE, IS INDICATING THAT SUPPOR'l"FOR CLINTO� AMONG' 
REAGAN-DEMOCRATS (BLUE.COLLAR ANO'.LOWER MIDDLE CL�S� WHITES), MANY 
OF WHOM ARE IRISH-AMERICANS •• IS sor_r·; CLINTON'S- STAND· on ABORTION·
ANO THE BUS� CAMPAIGR'S·SUPPORT.FOR. FUNDIN�-PRIVATE.CMAINLY 
PAROCHIAL)-- SCHOOLS', IN PARTICULAR-··POSE PROBLEMS! FOL CLINTON WITH 
THE IRISH"AND·CATHOLIC VOTE. THE: STATEMENT' THEREJ'ORl.£:IS AN ATTEMPT
TO BOLSTER- SUPPOR'I FOR CLINTON AMONG IRISH-AMERICANS".-'· ., 
PARTICULARLY IN THE CRUCIAL STATES ◊--F' NEW JERS� ANfl'PERNSYLVANIA
WHERE FAIR EMPLOYMENT AND THE JOE. DOHERTY ISSUE-HAVlf!.A. CERTAIN 
RESONANCE. ' • " -

COMMENT -f/..,l,:;--,_ ' • -�· ·:; •• :

-------
\••, �-

... �·'.• 
l"f. 

-• �; 

6. WHILE WE HAVE ONLY· PRELIMINARY INDICATIONS OT RHAT"'TH£ ,, " 
STATEMENT MAY CONTAIN",· IT POSES NO PROBLE� FOR"·us;,., nfE"'BRITISll
E:MBASSY. on.,-TJH!li-OTHER:."lfAND.,. WILL BE VERY CONCERNJ;Il' IF:..-THE.� 
REFERENCES TO JOE DOHERTI',. •.,THE MACBRIDE PR!NCIPl.ES, AND· THE SPECIAL
ENVOY· ARE MAINTAINED� . I MIGHT ADD THAT THE'·CI.IN:l'O}tfCAMPAIGN HAVE 
BEEN EXTREMELY ANXIOU�-FROM- THE BEGINNING OF'THE',�CAMP�IGH TO AVOID
BEING SEEN:· To HAVE CONTACT'-�lTH EMBA:SSIES'r HOWEVtlt.-! THROUGH MR 
SCANNELL' S INFORMAt: CONTACTS ANn THROUGH SENA't�•-KENNEDY' S OFFICE, 
1-JE HAVE HOPEFUC.LY BEEN,, ABl.E TO. INCORPORATE" S.OMllt �; OUR:. THINKING 
INTO THE' DRAFT. WE! SHOULD- CAUTION, HOWEVER. � A,-I)EFINITIVE TEXT
HAS NOT YE'?- BEEN DRAW!FU.P ··• · •• · .._•·.,,:4:;·: •. ·· ::: ... ,. , ;:tJ�t i:.it ,�lltL93720£. ES'tRiE-I\!.,_;,,--· .. •.:· ·,:• j;•,,·-· •. •. ,. •• ::��1t{\. - �:=:�: � :.:

//�����;;¼:;, 
' 

� -;· j..·:''J.!;,f T':C!l 

.:: �?..:.s sr 
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