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I DRAFT 

I refer to your letter of 8 January 1992. 

The Irish Government have consistently believed that those 
killed in Derry on Bloody Sunday were engaged in peaceful 
protest and were not involved in violence. In the immediate 
aftermath of the tragic events of 30 January 1972, the Irish 
Government vigorously protested to the British Government 
through diplomatic channels. The then Government also took 
steps to bring the Bloody Sunday killings before the European 
Commission of Human Rights in the context of the inter-State 
cases which the Government brought against the United Kingdom 
in the 1970s. 

The Government have noted with interest that a number of 
Members of the House of Commons, from both main parties, have

tabled motions requesting that the issue be re-examined, 
including a re-opening of the Widgery Tribunal and a review of 
the forensic evidence considered by the original tribunal. 
The Government welcome developments in this direction which 
could help to meet the legitimate concerns which have been 
voiced in this regard. They believe that this would 
contribute both to establishing an accurate record of what 
transpired on 30 January 1972, and to easing the sense of 
injustice felt by the families of the deceased. 

Yours sincerely, 

Albert Reynolds 
Taoiseach 
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1 March, 1992 

Mr. G. Cribbin 
Department of the Taoiseach 
Government Buildings 
Dublin 2 

Dear Mr. Cribbin, 

AN ROINN GNOTHAI EACHTRACHA 
Department of Foreign Affairs 

BAILE ATHA CLIATH, 2. 
Dublin 2. 

I refer to your letter of 14 February concerning a letter 
addressed to the Taoiseach on the subject of Bloody Sunday and 
I attach a draft reply for the Taoiseach's signature as 
requested. 

Yours sincerely, 

D. Kelleher

w8417 
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I� February, 1992. 

Mr. Declan Kelleher, 
Anglo-Irish Division, 
Department of Foreign Affairs. 

Dear Mr. Kelleher, 

I enclose a copy of a letter sent to the former Taoiseach by the relatives 

of the 14 murdered victims of Bloody Sunday in which they call on the Irish 

Government to publicly support their endeavours to set up a full 

international inquiry into the shootings. 

The letter - though acknowledged on 15 January - was mislaid in this 

Department for the last four weeks, thus explaining the considerable time

lag which has developed. 

The Taoiseach's Private Office have asked me to urgently seek your 

Departments views on this matter and to prepare a draft reply for the 

Taoiseach's signature. 

Yours sincerely, 

Gerry Cribbin. 
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I 7 January, 1992.

Mrs. Kathleen McDaid, 
Bloody Sunday Initiative, 
1 Westend Park. 

Dear Mrs. McDaid, 

Thank you for your and your co-signatures letter of 8 January, 1992 addressed to the 
Taoiseacb, Mr. Charles J. Haughey, T.D., regarding Bloody Sunday. 

Your letter will be brought to the attention of the Taoiseach at the earliest 
opportunity. 

Yours sincerely, 

;�PLEASE 

Private Secretary 
to the Taoiseach. 

RH474/WP3 
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