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Conversation with Ken Maginnis 
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1. Ken Maginnis �.P. �as in Boston recently in his capacity as
Mayor of Dungannon for the opening of the new Tyrone Crystal

shop here. Among thosP i.ho accompanied him were the deputy
�ayor of Dungannon. SDLP Councillor Jim Cavanagh, the
council's Chief E),.ecutive, Bill Beattie, and Paddy Duffy,
Chairman of Tyrone crystal and IFI Board member. While he i.as
here I had the opportunity of speaking i.ith him; the folloi.ing
are some of the main points he made ••rinq our conversation.

Talks 
2. 'laginnis 1,as rP.,igned to the belief hat i.nter party talks 

1,ould not re-start - at least until after the Brit�sh General 
eler::::ion 1.hit:h. he felt. ;;ould be 1n c,ul� .\pril. \t that 
stage, ho�e,er, there i.nuld be renei.ed pressure for a re
commenc�ment of the Talks procese. He said that even �L that 
juncture th,..re ·�ould he great <iiffi1;ulty in ge ting he 
parties to agree to a mean1nof11l cottlcn»nt. The mai:l rPanon 
for th1c 1-as that "there are 2 1/2 bul;,arks .,gainst 

meaningful Jqre�ment"; on� .. �s I1n Palsla\, one wn� J hn Hume 
and the 1/2 "as Jim 'lolynn11ux". C�laginnis ace.led ha• h� 
r.atPgor1sed ':ol•:neau:,; .1s 1 l/?. our t u •r:no of ">bliga ion
to be kind to his oi.n 1 ader.l 

3. In the opinir,n C �ugtnnln. not one of the 3 curr •Jt le,1ders 
h'as "i.illing to be generous o>nough" to ,1ive the t<1lks " hP. 
kick start" necessary for rrnccess. He Gaid that the neh' 
Taoiseach and �inister for Foreign Affd1rs had an opportunity 
to change Unionist neqative perceptions of the Irish 
Government; such a change in perception would, in its turn, 
alter the entire political landscape in the Xorth. 

Articles 2 and 3 
-1. Echoing a familiar theme, 'lag1nnis argued that the desired 

changes could be brought about by a commitment on the part of 
the Irish Government to "get rid of Articles 2 ar:� 3" of the 
Constitution. Speaking on Cnionist perceptions regarding the 
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eroRion of their pos1L1on in Xorthern Ireland, �aqinnis said 
that - while he himself would not necessarily concur - most 
Cnionists felt that over the past 20 years they "had given and 
given with no return" (and converselv that Nationalists had 
"received and received without givin� anything in return"). 
Therefore, he believed Lhdt a major concession - like a change 
of attitude on .\rt1cles 2 and 3 - would start a political 
transformation in �orthern Ireland. 

5. ,aginnis admitted that even such a concession would not change
the 1mplacable minds of Jim 'lolyneaux and Ian Pa isle;·.
However, he was confident that it would unseat Jim �olyneaux
from the UCP leadP.rship - unless he was prepared to respond
to the opportuni t r it gave the Unionists for some sort of
reciprocal concession to �ationalists. He also maintained that
such a statemenc br the Irish Cov•rnment would also clear the
way for meaningful negotiations leading to a political
settlement. I reminded him that, since ,:igsuming office, the
Taoiseach and �inister for Foreign Affairs had clearly
committed themselves to doing everrth lng possible to remove
barriers to meaningful talks and �hat, at that stage,
everything would be on the tabl ,.

UUP Leadership
6. 'laginnis 11s0 spoke about the opinion rnakcrs within the VUP

who, likl'l himself. i-ere pro-talks; he named them rl6 Jim
'licholson, Reg Empey, Chris ::-tcGimpsey, .Jack .\llen, Ra) mond
Fergusson and Geoffrey Donaldson. These individuals formed the
officer corp of the Vlster t:nionisl Council together w"ith
�olyneaux, �artin Smyth, Joni.ah Cunningham and himself.

7. ,\s regards the future ll'ar!Prshir> of thP part}, �laginr:is
belie\'ed that, if '1olyneaux were to ,·.1cate the posl, 'lartin
5m\'th i-ould be regardt'.'d ,10 rhe ob,·ious front runner on <1ccount
of.his strong support within the Orange• -:-der, who make up the
bulk of 350 approximately Counc i1 tr.•Jlr.bers. ( 'lag inn is remi ncted
me that it was the f ul 1 C:ounci 1 wh i eh ,·l"ltes for the le<1der
rather than the offic-rs of the party or 1ts �estminster �Pa.)
'lag1nnis felt that John Tdylor did nc, ha,·e che requisite
support 1n th� Council to be in hith tny re1listic chance of
succeeding in a leadersh1p contest; as an earnest of this lack
of support, he pointed out that Taylor could not 0\'en secure
an executive position on the Council.

8. �s regards his O\,n prospect� in a future leadership contest,
:-iaginnis believed that - with the support of the pro-talks
cadre mentioned above - he could be able to secure enough
\vtes to ., -�eed 'lolyneaux. ::-taginnis felt that even no" he
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might 'Jive Smyth a closP. run for the leadershi.p; i;ith a 
sufficient lead-in time for canvassing, �aginnis contended he 
could hln comfortably. 

9. (Comment: While the above asse!lsment of his own position
hithin the UUP - and indeed the other potnts made bi �aginais 
during our conversation - here mosr likely intended to shoi; 
that he i,;as a major poli ical pl 1rer in -.:orthern Irel.md, h1s
categorisation of the various forces hi thin the part}' h·as
nonetheless of intPrest. l•h<>ther Ken �laginnis could be a
serious contender for the leadership of the UUP is debatable;
hoi;ever, his remarks hould at least seem to suggest that like
minded individuals are making some hP.adi;ay i;ithin the Clster
Cnionist Council.) 

/.� t{,"....:C, 
'li�m Cann 1-f'f ,, 
Consul Gl'lneral 
Boston, 23 February, 1992 

�mbassador, �ashington 
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