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Reaotion of Northern Ireland politician• to the banning 

of the ODA 

Dr Paidey 

Well I waa quite aurpriaed beoauee the attitude he had taken 

waa that he did not think it wae wi•• to do thie and than 

suddenly he makes this deoieion and I would have thought that 

its of course his deciaion, it• an executive deoision, he muat 

have certain faota before him and he must base hia deciaion on 

tho•• faot• and thow� Caot■ o, oourae are unknown to the 

general public and myself. But I had thought that the fact 

that the former Chief Con1table had described Sinn Fein aa the 

murder executive of the IRA would have given him the 

opportunity at thia time of proecribing Sinn Fein, 

Intervi.-r 

So you see this as a one tided deoiaion. 

I do. I do indeed, definitely, and I heve information that 

the Southern Goverl\lllent are very keen to get Sinn Fein into 

talk• with the British Government and in fact I have alao very 

reliable information that Sinn Fein has suggeated that the 

former Prim• Miniater Edward Beath would be a suitable man to 

ohair such talks. I• Her Majesty'• Oovernment keeping Sinn 

Pein in the position where they can negotiate with them 

because they are not a proscribed organisation, 

;tntervi.,,.r 

Well whatever the position of Sinn Fein, do you welcome the 

decision to ban the UOA? 

Or Paidey 

Well I can't make a decision on that, Barry, simply becauae I 

haven't got the facts before me, There was a time when there 

waa a whole 1eriee of murders taking place and these were 
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taking place at the hande of ao-:alled and wrongly called 

Prote1tant paramilitariea and yet· at that time the Secretary 

of State did not proscribe the organi1ation, Now whether the 

UDA wa1 reaponeible in any way for those I cannot say, only he 

can 1ay that. I don't think at any time the UDA ever claimed 

any of these particular murdera, I think it was under other 

name• that they were claimed. 

Interviewer 

With me now in the studio is the Ulster Unionist Security 

Spokesman Ren Maginni1 and Brian Feeney of the SDLP, You have· 

been calling for a ban on the ODA for a vary long time and you 

1ati1fied now Brian Feeney? 

Ye• I have to welcome the deci1ion, it, long overdue and it 

will certainly be welcomed in the Nationali,t community which 

perceive, itaelf to be under threat, particularly in the 

Belfaet area, from the UDA who have carried out hundreda of 

murder• in the la1t 20 years, 

Interviewer 

Will they be under less now, do you believe? 

Well I think the point about banning them, there are 1everal 

points, one of them ia that it is no longer possible to 

perceive that Loyalist violence is somehow leis reprehen1ible 

than Republican violence. The UDA wae the most nUJ11eroue and 

largeat terrorist organisation in Burope and to have them 

remaining legal was a scandal especially when they wera 

carrying out sectarian murder, on quite a eavage scale in the 

oour1e of the last 12 month■ and I think that• the important 

point. 
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Ken Maginnis the Rev Ian Paisley in a statement described this 

as a very one-aided and •lanted in favour of one ■id• of the 

00m111unity only and h• said that at the ■&Ille time Sinn Pein 

ehould have been banned, Do you •hare that view? 

lten Maginni■ 

Well can I say first of all that Ulster Unionist• have no 

reservation• whateoever about the pro•cription of any 

organisation which ie involved in sectarian killings a■ the 

UDA very clearly has been, Yea, I am surprised that Sinn 

Pein, which itself is involved and I am not talking about the 

IRA because I see no difference and I can prove that in terms 

of, if you look at Martin Mccaughey in my own District Council 

who wae deeply involved in killing■• 

Interviewer 

Well let's not go into that area because he is not here to 

defend himHlf, 

Mr Maginni• 

Well he'■ not. 

Intervlner 

Your broad reaction though to the deoieion today, 

Mr Maqinni■ 

Ye■ he'• not here to defend himself quite almply because he 

wae killed himself when he waa out trying to kill other· 

people. But this is the very point I'm 1114king that it'■ wrong 
to ... 1..0.: one O�OJ•n.l..•cation, Tltoro 11houl.C1 be IUI aero•• the 
board pro■or1pt1on of orqan1aation■ �onn•ot■d with violence, 
o�s..�o none■cly we wous..Q nave preferred to ••e a very very very

■elective form of internment which would have allowed the
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security forces immediately to take out the col!lllland and 

control atruoture of organi1ations like the UDA, like the IRA, 

That would have ■Aved liv••• I'm not terribly 1ure that, 

certainly not in the short tem will we see any great benefit 
�rem tn�• por�iouio4 �wwture and I come to tne conclusion that 
r•-"--r-• L• L� :i-•'- "" "JIVO\.w•o, UV\.. vu• \.llctC max•• you unnappy 

but on• that : think wi11 not 4��uol1y wov• a grea� nuJnDer or 

liVH, 

Interviewer 

On you, •• Xan Pai■l•y doo■, oee the hand of Dublin in th117 

Mr M.a9J.nni• 

Wall X don't think it mottcro to a l•��c wxteat who■• hand 11 

in what if you're talking about tryinq to get to grip■ with 

sectarian killers on both aides of the cornmunit-y. WhA+- .:I. f•a1 
is that we haven't seen evidence of getting to grips with 

sectarian killers. We've seen it confined to a gesture, no 

objection to what has happened so far but I am afraid ita not 

enough, 

Intervi ... r 

Is it a ge■ture Brian Feeney and should the Secretary of State 

have broadened the gesture to proscribe Sinn Fein? 

Kr Peeney 

It'• more than a geature, First of all it will IIIAke it 

impoaaible or much more difficult for the UDA to present 

itself as the accept�ble face of loyalism if you like. In the 

greater Belfast area the UDA control large areas of working 

clas■ Proteatant estates where they are able to recruit, 

collect money, corrupt young people into the organi1ati�n. 

All that will be stopped becauae ite a criminal offenoo to do 

that. So its more than a g■ature, It means thAt its easier 

to get at the people who are organising the rackets, who are 

s 
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dominating ordinary working cl•s• Protestant area• and making 
the live• of people in those are&e a mieery. 

Interview.r 

And what about the ia1ue of Sinn Pein? Should they have 
proacribed Sinn Fein? 

I go along with what the Secretary of State hae said on thia 
ieaue and that ia that Sinn Fein have a conaiderable electorai 
support with large number• of Councillor• elected throughout 
the North of Ireland, 

Interviewer 

But the Chief Constable of the RUC ia on record a• deacribing 
Sinn F•inn aa the murder executive of the IRA, 

Mr Feeney 

Its extremely difficult to make a per,onal link between 
members of Sinn Fein and the IRA. The faot ia if they are 
engaged in terrorist activity they have been and are arrested 
and proaecuted. They are a political party which baa a 
conaiderable following and in terma of world propaganda, if 
you were to ban a political party which gets more than 101 of 
the vote it makes it extremely difficult for the Britiah 
Government to explain why ita banning a political party that 
get• more than 10\ of the vote. 

1ten Kadnni• 

Well really it• up to SDLP to 11111ke aure that Sinn Pein don't, 
in Nationalist areas, get more than 10\ of the vote. Actually 
liatening to Brian, it would aeem that he'• concerned mainly 
with the threat the UDA preaent in Proteatant 00111111unitiea to 
young people and he gives that aa a raaaon why they ahould be 
banned. They are collecting funda there, they are corrupting 
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young people but Sinn Fein are �oing exactly the same job for 

th• IRA therefore in Catholic area■ they are recruiting young 

people, they are collecting funds for the IRA and ao I think 
wo •hvuld have naa more even handedne1111. Nobody i• 

complaining about effective action. Let me make that very 

clear. Nobody i• crying on behalf of the UDA let me ••Y but 

it would be much more meaningful if I could go back to 1frf 

constituent, this evening and ••Y the Government ha, taken a 

courageou, 1tep which will take some of the killera at leaat, 

some of the command and control 1tructure off the •treat. 

Rather I believe we'll find that some young land who goe, out 

and •hcuta 'up the UDA' or paint, •up the UDA' on a gable wall 

i, hauled into Courts. I hope the Court, are aen1ible if aucb 

thing• occur, I hope tha police are ••n•ible it 1uch thing• 

occur, 

A very brief final word Brian Feeney. You wanted to rebut I 

think what Ken Maginnis wa1 1aying. 

Brian Peeney 

Yea, obvioualy my firat reason for saying the UDA ahould be 

banned ie that they are a large terrorist organi,ation who 

have killed hundred• of people in the last twenty year• and 

terroriaed the Catholic community. That'• why they obould be 

banned but a secondary element ie the corrupt control they 

have in working ola11 area,. 

ken N&qil'lnia 

So have Sinn Pein, 

Interviever 

We mu1t leave it at that point, thank you both very much 

indeed. 

©NAI/DFA/2021/046/281 



• • 

1 

Th• Alliance Party said it welcc:ad the Secretary of State'• 

aMouncement. Councillor Seamu• elo•• gave hi• reaction to 

th• ban to our reporter. 

Mr Cloee 

Well it'• something the Alliance Party hae been calling for 

over a number of yeara. I am naturally very very pleaeed that 

the Secretary of State ha• now taken thia action, Th• 

eituation wae clearly unacceptable where you had tho1e of a 

paramilitary and murderoue intent who were walking our etreet• 

and I'm very very pl••••d to •e• that they will now be made 

amenable to our Courte, 

Intervie1Nr 

A• you eay, you've been calling for the ban for many years. 

What reaeon• were you given in the paet for the ban not being 

implemented eooner? 

M; CloH 

Well rather than harp back to past I would rather look to the 

future and look to a situation of where euch organisations a• 

the ODA are clearly illegal and will no longer be able to walk 

the etreete, 

Interviewer 

Why do you think it happened at this particular point? 

Mr Clot• 

I think that in any society there reach•• a stage where the 

force of th• law and tho1e who are in charge of the di�ection 

of law decide that it ie right that various measure• should be 

imple111ented, I, a• I eay, through the Alliance Party, we have 

been calling for this over a protracted period of time, my 

l 
only co111.111ent on that would be, it• better late than never. I
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wish it had happened aome time back when perhap• lives could 

have been aaved. 

Interviewer 

Do you think that there could be any particular reaaon, any 

particular incident that ha• led to it happeninq now for 

example, the bookmaker ahooting earlier in the year? 

Seamu• Cloae 

Again I would stress that over the years there have been a 

number of incident• which have led many people to call for the 

proscription of the UDA, The latest atrocities are but those 

in a long catalogue of crimes carried out by thi• 

organisation. 

Inttrviewer 

The leader of the Ulater Democratic Party i• Derry City 

Councillor Ken Kerr. Be has aaid in the past that aome 

members of hie party are alao members of the UDA, A abort 

time ago Paul McCauley aaked Councillor Kerr what he felt 

today'• announcement would mean for members of the UDA on the 

ground, 

Counoillor lterr 

Thi• is a question I think that everybody ha• been ••king me 

this morning, The first question they are ••king is why now? 

Why ban the UDA now? In recent week• there ha• been no 

significant upsurge in violence or anything like that ao I 

mean people want to know why has the Secretary of State banned 

the UDA now because I mean like ita not going to do nothiFg, I 

mean they are not goinq to go away. I mean you can't juat 

wish between 8,000 and 9,500 away like that, The other 

question i• what doe• thia mean. Are they qoing to start 

lifting people? Are they going to atart arresting people for 

the aimple fact they think you might be in an illegal 

organiaation. There are a whole lot of queation I think that 
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people want anawered and I mean like why announce in advance 

ae well. I mean like apparently it• supposed to be from 

midnight tonight but I mean why announce it now. Why didn't 

they wait till midnight tonight and announce it and do 

whatever they were going to do. 

Interviewer 

The Secretary of State aaya he ia aatiafied there are direct 

link• between the UDA and the UFF. Do you accept that? 

Councillor lterr 

Well nobody in political terms really knowe, Everybody i• 

gueeaing. Nobody can really point and eay that there i• a 

definite connection there. There it ia. There we can point 

to it. So I mean like, I think this ie another attempt by the 

Secretary of State to placate nationalist opinion. The Dr 

Brian Feeneya of this world who have shouting for years, thi• 

ia juat another sweetener for them. Maybe it• designed to 

keep everybody in the talks happy aa well. 
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