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PROSCRIPTION OP THE ULSTER DEFENCE ASSOCIATION 

10 August 1992 

The Ulster Defence Association will be proscribed from midnight 

tonight, the Secretary of State for Northern Ireland, the 

Rt Hon Sir Patrick Mayhew QC MP, announced today. 

An Order signed by the Secretary of State proscribing the UDA under 

the terms of the Northern Ireland (Emergency Provisions) Act 1991 has 

been laid before Parliament. Both Houses will be asked to affirm the 

Order when Parliament returns in the Autumn. 

The Secretary or State said, "I have taken this action because I am 

satisfied that the UDA is actively and primarily engaged in the 

commission of criminal, terrorist acts and so merits proscription 

under the provisions of the Emergency Provisions Act. For these 

purposes, it acts as the Ulster Freedom Fighters." 

NOTES FOR EDITOR 

1. The Ulster Defence Association (UDA) was formed in 1971 as an

umbrella organisation for a large number or Protestant vigilante

groups and defence associations.

2. The Order proscribing the UDA has been made using the "urgency

procedure". Under this procedure an Order is made by the 

Secretary ot State and laid before Parliament but comes into

force in advance ot Parliamentary approval. The Order must be 

approved by both Houses of Parliament once Parliament resumes 1n

October. Approval has to be within 40 'sitting' days of the

making of the order.
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3. The effect of proscription is to make membership of the UOA an

•
offence. Proscription also makes it illegal among other things:

(i) to solicit, invite or accept financial or other material
support for the UDA or to knowingly contribute to it;

(ii) to solicit or invite membership of it;

(iii) to solicit or invite a person to carry out orders or
directions given on behalf of the UDA or requests made by
a member of the UDA;

(iv) to arrange, to manage or to address a meeting knowing that
it is to support the UDA or be addressed by a member of
the UOA;

(v) to dress in a way which arouses reasonable apprehension
that the person concerned is a member of the UDA.

The effects of proscription of an organisation are not 
retrospective and so a person may only be prosecuted for 
activities involving any of the above offences if they occur on 
or after the date of proscription. 

4. Loyalist paramilitary organisations already proscribed are the
Red Hand Commandos; the Ulster Freedom Fighters and the Ulster
Volunteer Force.

The proscribed Republican organisations are the Irish Republican
Army; the Irish National Liberation Army; the Irish People's
Liberation Organisation; Curnann na mBan; Fianna na hEireann;
Saor Eire.
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Bxtract fr011 the Pr••• Conference given by the Secretary of State 

Sir Patrick Mayhew on the banning of th• ODA 

Secretary of State 

Th• Government'■ publiahed criterion for proecription under 

the Act ha• long been the criterion of whether an organisation 

ia actively and primArily engaged· in the 0011111i••ion of 

criminal t■rrori■t act&, The con■equence of proscription i• 

that membership of auch an or9aniaation, the ■oliciting of 

fund• for ■uch an organisation, the participation in the 

activitiee of such an organiaation, the eoliciting of 
member■hip of ■uch an organi■ation and other related matter■ 

constitute criminal offence■ which may on indictment attract a 

eentence of aa much•• ten years, In consequence of the 

review which haa bean carried out with great care, I have 

today 1igned an Order that ha& the affect of proscribing the 

UDA adding it to the list of tho1e organisation■ that have, in 

the pa1t, been proacribed becau■e I am entirely aati1fied that 

it meat, the criterion that I have described, that ia to ■ay 

it ia actively and primarily engaged in the commia1ion of 

criminal t■rroriat act,. In particular the Ul■ter Freedom 

Fighters oompri1e no more than a cover name for the violent 

act■ of the UDA member■ and accordingly the Order that I have 

■igned today will have the affect as from midnight tonight of
effecting that proscription,

Ccmaent,tor 

The Secretary of State wa, then a■ked by reporter■ if the bo.n 

had been introduced now as a re■ult of pre■■ure from the Irieh 

Gove:nment, 

Seo:etary of State 

No, there has been no Irish Government preaaure, The question 

haa never been disou■aed or even mentioned in th• political 

talks, The :ea■on that I have taken thi■ decision today is 
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because I put in train & review quite early on in my period in 

thie office and I am now aatiafied that it i• right to do 10 

because the criterion I am quite aati■fi•d are met. 

CcwntatO{ 

In the paet Loyaliet politician, and even the former Chief 

Constable Sir John Ber111on have ,aid that if the UDA were to be 

banned then Sinn Fein should aleo be proscribed. Sir Patrick 

waa aaked why he had not done ao. 

Secretary of State 

I keep the po,ition of Sinn Pein under close review, Sinn 

Fein, I think deplorably, refu••• to condemn the uae of 

violence for political purpo1e■, That is repugnant to me, it■ 

repugnant to the Government and it■ repugnant to all decent 

people in my belief, So I keep their po■ition under cloae 

review. However I do not at pre■ent conaider that the 

position of Sinn Pein, a political party which attracted eome 

301, I believe, of the Nationalist vote at the la,t election, 

ia on ..... with that of the UDA, 

Ccmaentator 

Th• order doe, not come into effect until �idnight tonight, 

The Secretary of State wa■ aaked whey there wae to be a 12-

hour delay, and if that time lapae would allow UDA melllbere to 

••cape the rigour• of the law,

secretary of State 

No, Thi• i• not intended to hava retrospective action, 

Nobody in our country is pro■ecuted for a criminal offertce, 

nobody eommit1 a criminal offence if they have not had proper 

notice of the legislation, Thi• i• not retroepective in ite 

character and no offence will be capable of being committed 
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until midnight tonight. Thereafter que■tion• of arrest and 

pro■ecution will be either for the Chief Con1table or for the 

Director of Public Pro■ecution■, 

C�ntator 

Th• Secretary of State, Sir Patrick Mayhew, speaking at 

Stormont thi• morning. 
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HON NNG ,oa C01 umo 'r!CltlaCAL IR'YtOII 

�UCUJ'l' Of nlll COJrtlUJICI 

Qtvs,f IT ftl IICd'?llt OP ST.\fl POi. IIO&TMIU IUt.AlfO, 

IIJl. JAftlCIC Mt'NP 

A'l' l'l'0IIIOll'f 

OJI NORA.1, 10 AWOl'l' ttU 

SIJI JATUCJ, IGTICIIWI 

Aa fOU kJ10w, ta• 9overt11t•nt b.a• ba4 \Ul.der ra�1•w tor IOM littl• 

ti•• GOW t:A• qYNUOD of wbetb•r tb• Ol1t1r Deflnoe Aa1oc1,t10n. 

1bo�4 be pro-oribild wut..r tM profl.aiou ot the DlercJl�OJ 

JroviliOM A1t, The 90nruect•• pu!)l.1ahe4 criterion tor 

pa:ottoriptiOD unsl•r th• act u, lon9 t1eeD the orJ.t•rion of whether 

an o�ell.l.aat.ion h ac:1:1 .... 1y and prt-rJ.lr e11919ed J.11 thl 

c:o,uu11iou of crl,uDAl terrori•t act.. Th• e1ona1tu1ac1 et 

p.z:oeo.dgtiOD .18 �-t ••lll:>enbip ot S\lOb aii. o�&JUl&UOft, th• 

101io1ting ot t'lmO.. for •uoh u org,o.ia1tion, the partioip&t10n ln 

U• aoUTiti•• of •\I.eh &D or,u11ation, th• 1011aittnt of 

11Ulllerl�P ot •\I.Oil an ostefti1ation � other relat� aatten 

oOMt.itt.&tl osiain&l offeno•• wMoh -Y OD la4ioteent attract• 

1ent1u1 of .. a1.1ob u ten �n. 

Xll OODeeq!AIDOe ot tbe .red.- vhJ.c:h UI MID 0"1:114 o\lt nth ,:.at 

a..re, I bav• tod.ay 1i911a4 an oder that baa tlle effect of 

proaoribiD9 the UUl.. •4diAf it to U• U.•t of th011e O�lniUtl.Oft.l 

that l\a•• 11\ tb• paat been pzoacril:le4, l)eQe\a9t t aa anti.rely 
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aatbfiN that lt DIHU the ar1t•rion th•t t ha,.• �cz:ibed. That 

11 to 1ay it ie aotively and primarily en9a9•d in the 001111111,10n 

of cr1.-.i"81 turorilt acta. ta part.icular the Ol1ter Pnt«o� 

r19hter1 collll)r1a• uo aore than• cover na- for tb• �olent act, 

of UOA ··"· An4 HCIOrdU9l.y the o&'du that l ban l19ne4 

�Y will h••• the effect, •• fr-o� llliW9ht �oci9bt, of effaotinq 

t�t protor1�on. 

QC11ff? 01ft 

Wh7 ba•• you 4eoide6 to act at thi1 tiat now, 11 it J:>eeau•• of 

t.nsb to-rnaent preaaureT 

Mo, there laa been no trith 9o••rna•nt PhllllN, the quaat1on haa 

ne.,•r �n 4iac:uued or ,.,,.a ulltionN 1A t.be Politioal Calles, 

The reason that I bave taken thil dtohion to4ay it booauae t bavt 

put 1D cra1D a raviaw, qv.ite early on 10 •r per1o4 i6 tlu.1 office, 

IN l •• now eatiafi.4 that it 11 rl9bt to do 10 beCI\UII the 

or.1terto11, l aa q\lS.t• 1ati1fie4 on tbat. 

Ql1HflOlt1 

lfby do you \11.t.u )'01.\1' predeca■-o� 414 not tut 1\l.Oh aotioa? 

IU IAftlClt Mtllffi 

Tlle 1:>e1t �non to ult vhy aoa•�r bH �t 4ozw 1oaeth1n; 11 the 

person. ia qu .. Uon. But the utter WH 4UOIIIH4 ia the HouH ot 

coaaou on 14 '1uauazy, I thin.le it "••• 1991, then va.t a 4•bat• 1n 
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tbt xou,. ot COIIIIIIOM and�&' N\llhinn•Y (pbon) 4♦10&'1� the 

criterion tbere and. ,,tout tb• gov•rnaent tl-.inkin9 on that· 

oooa1i0A, Sino• then, u I say, X �•T• put in train�• ntlaw 

anl t - aati■fied that tbe orit•�icn i1 2et, that ii 'ttly I bave 

aa4e tbt or&!H. 

IU PA.'l'alC& MATHft1 

I &a Mkin9 no oo-ent. upon what yo1,1 4ttcd\M )fr 0, Mally u th• 

•xt>r•••ed v�ew of tbe Qief COMt1�1 •. I woul.4 ••Y 1:Ms, that I

have tallu t:Ma deoiaion i: full eonau1 tation Yi t.h ,,.� ku9h 

Annenley. 

QOVl'l':t0lll1 

Will not tbe VDA 1iaply ... 

I will 4eal with euob a ■ituation it tt aria••• 

QQll'nO., 

Mow •any active Miaben do YO'U think tb• ODA h.111 at pn1•nt? 

hrbape K&' Matta ooul4 ooae in on tbat q1&Utiol!.. 
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111 •A'l'JllC'Jt JGJ'JflW: 

IUaha-1 M&t•• will ooa• 1n on any queetioo tbat h• with••• l 40 

aot hav• an acou,:ate f19un in IIIY d.o4 tor ■eJak.nhip, I have a 

very accYrac• notion ol the abaracter ot tb• t7DA and Noaw,e the 

ouzact,r of tb, ODA tit.a the oriter1on wniob tbe iOY•rnMnt haa 

p,,lllliell..S fo,: proearlption, that h vb.y I have 11qn� thia orde�. 

QnlTIOlli 

What hat been th• trift•r for thi• dec111011? 

IU PAftlClt MATBB1f1 

l tak• ntpouibility tor eota tbat an 4o�• 4\U'LZI! �y OV1I

1Dou.aNnoy and 1 ha•• ct••cri"4 vhy 1 l\&•e tantl that today.

QOll'l'10tr1 

Kave apeoial aeourity *•••vz•• Nen put in place in case there 11 

e violent c••p0�•• to tbe proeoriptionf 

nJ. tAftZCIC Ml'1111Wt 

�t 11 a utter for tb• Chief conatabl•, the Chief C001tal>le 11 

in the 1.a4 ic the ••ry hrporte.nt bu.ineH of 11d11taiAin9 lav and 

or«er in thi• province &All Ue Chiel CoMt�•• l •• •nti.r9ly 

utiefi-4, "111 ba•• UlcaD au app,:opdat• .. uun,. 

QOHTI01f1 

IU\&dible. 
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sia 11-mcx' NADD: 

-in No"llern I re1an4 I •• ••:ey oon1oioia that •••rybo4y U • v� 

<1oo4 'i•-""'o•�••- ""-•� i.• l\o� in�•n"•
� 

•• A auo
�

•�lol\ that 
'v•1tllo:I.t ii, �t-. 1-""' 6u.-i IU,l�•bk � �J· • .(,f- k..t, 
;_··,y,--� ·!'is. ... ___ _ Jj! ___ ., ---- '-•-- ---· _, ... , •• ,,,., ..... 1 •. ·� 11:: .... 

�••n l•ake4 I do no� kft- vnei:-e 1t naa been l■•�•d ��o-. lh>t z •• 

v�-.; -�� -,• -.,i.a;;• 1 /.a.�- ,,;; -,;;:i-,i;;•:011,k;.-��•a,, ",h,/jLr.,_ • �,----
YQ" a&>d 1�- =oll•••"- '• �lain ��yr-•• Ooft• 1t, 

QU'8_,.nM, 

tJnioniat politioiua ■N abeady odUoal ... b .. eu4 it ia 

ona-wi4ad and b.i.ued end Sinn Pein ahou14 �••• t>t.an pro,or1b•d at 

�h• .... ti••• what i■ your r.action to �t? 

think Uplorably retuae• to oondelffl th• \lie ot •ioleno• tor 

pol,Uca1 purpo•••• that ia �•pugnant to••• it 1• npu9"Unt to 

th• 9o••rN11ant "o 11 npugnant to all 4aoent people iD •Y i,.11,f. 

SO I ic.ap tna1r poa1t1on und•� alow■ rev,-. Mo-ve�, i Oo not•• 

QUltffa., 

Why did you l•••• it until llid!u9ht fox »ro■cripUoa to ooa. into 

■ff.at?
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IJU fA'l"llCI. "at\lZ!ft 

I tbi� 1t ii �aeon.a})l• to fi"'• - " .. oubl.• aao\iftt. of not1oe.

QUSfflOII: 

It._ H,ft.tC� IQTUW, 

net will be a ••tter for the Cluaf cot-.etU1••

tsa't tb• oorollacy ot vhat you •r• aays.nq ia tl\at 1f th• ODA

ttu, ... wo\114 be ao ar,u .. nt Co• tla1kl\i.Uf tJia•t

Ill JAfl.tCE MT1111fl

Ql1Hlfl0Jt1 

lCO, �• 1a QOt 111ten4-4 to ha� ratro•p•oti ,.. aoUoa.. �obo4Y 1c

our o0Wl1:ry ia �••outa4 to•• orim�l offalloe, nollo&Y ooaa1t• a

cdld.ul ofhftH if th•Y ha .. siot )lacl piropu: uu .. o! tha 

l1191tlatiofl. Th.U U oat ret�p�Uft 11:1 1U o�•t•• &Cl.4 no

oUano• "Ifill ·be capahl• of '>e1nt ooaaitt-4 IA!ltii aL4J\19ht toiu9ht.

'l'h•�•fter a�••tio&W of arr .. t an4 p�ootttiOfl will H a1�er 
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Q11Hfl01'• 

00 you �Dk �ople ic-,olVed U th• UD� will ,� out of U• 

oqan,laaU01l. u f.r;o• a1Wgb.t?

012 

I z_ 

1 •• �os>i,n� cls&C peopl• will Dot a11ociace tll.•m•lv•• ,ri.tlt. &ft

oJNJa.JU••Cion wioh it ao�1••lY em �c1aaci1Y �.-� l� tb.• 

oo•�••ioA ol cnaica1 �•zro.r;11t act.a, �iu.oh 1 �iave t�• � to

QIJPff OIi, 

soae Y••� ato tb• s.r;iti•� �o••r!IIU"t p,:oaeri"4 U• 1'1.•t•r

1�d0• ti'J!ltUS • , ,

sn. JAft1CI ,u.flllW• 

1.a. •Y •L•w en• viac•� rra•4o• r19ti.ten i• • oOfli:: a&M tor tll.e

violent aotl qf ... bed of tb• t101',

�lfflOIII 

u t.beH • ueunoti.oc IMt�•D ,,ut roll s-14 • • • ,,i,.ereH Kr M•U•

a fav aoatbll ,ago 1ai4 ••• ?
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al• P1'fll CT. Gffl"'i 

Wbat �otl-1 N&tH ..... eayinq at thAt �ia• WH tbat � quHtlOll

ot n•C�•,: th• UDA ahould � proaori�ri w•• �IMUr Norri••• that we•

al>eolutelr o"not, it wu �nd•a: re•i•V and that N•i•v i• now 

QVHTlOJh 

l.aauU�le. 

an UTIZCJ JV.TlllWI 

13 

1 4o not propos• to 4tal Y:Lt� indiv1��a1 ou••• you ha•• ••ntioned

�· caa• of 10! ll&l.lOA nd 1 Nai.nd. yo� U.at Kr Ml.1011 WU

,�oe•outa4 �Y th• itl4epandant pro••o"tin, autlloriti•• of thia

oowit6Y, l1Y th• Director of tw>lio Prweout10M •bo ia th• holder

of ail in�e,eDA•.at 1tatutory off1o•, ud lfJ: 1'el.1on wu coDVioted. 

t aa wt pi129 to ••J' aon �o•�•• I uodentaD4 that tb•a:• U al'I

•siPMl u4 ...... ,ua: i■ IUD j"41o•· t �.,. tol4 YCI" vbf 't 

�,111•• t.Mt tht tiM b&a now arrive4, in�•-4 t aa oom,i.nced that

tl\• tillt bee now ard.,.4 for �• p-1ori»t1on of t)l• m>>., it it 

�oawa• I •• ��t• 1ati1fied, follovint a lo� rwnav, that tb•

IJUA 00111,111•• with tu iO•a:nment•• p@lieh.a crltea:ion. =-a■aly 

that it 1a aoti••11 aD4 ,r1-rl1Y •D4f•ta4 iD tb• ooaalnion of

oriai.0&1 tei:zorl•t aou. 

Ot11tflOlh 
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an ufflCS �tJtlWt 

tou u .. ,u4 tlult •• ,..ral u ... , �- li ttl• 4.1.IC\&HiOll th&t IN

an b&v�n, 1• t•Ju.nv • lonf ti•• b•o•ua• that r tbink .I.• the 

to,u:ttl tiu that you bafl nicl it. 

QOll'1'10a• 

1 a.a\a41 lal •, 

Allow .. to aay �• thai1. In a oo"4tn' that attach•• 9nat 

1-a>Ort�o• to t.z:eecSoa of apaeoh •ni l«a40II\ of op1iuon, Yb•r• 

l'a&U...-nt bu thouqht 1 t x.1.tbt to 1rovi4• tor very ur.l.0\18 

l•'li•l&t.1011 of thi.1 k1D4., no dl1pondl»U M1nUtar UkH tbat. 

oo�•• 'lfitl!.O\lt • ••rr oafff\&l ra'l'law u4 1 �M t vo\114 M 

•�1Ht to nob 110re t•lll.nf or1t1cia• U I had not u>taa • lonf

�1•• to ocma.t.4ar �• utter.

11a JAftlCI DflllW1 

I fo aot v&Jat to �•t1•ot �oa any pa�10'\ll.&r iuoi4-nt, it is•• a 

.r .. \&lt ol • loDt r-eviw tb&t t u q\lite eatUfh4 �t tl'I• 

fO'fa�ot• • J:l\l�Uah&4 od.teria •" ut. 
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Q\llfflOl1 

oo yo-.& r•fnt: tb•t: 70\&&' precleoeuor Ud. D.Ot p�oni,. t!I• WA 10ft9

MfO�? 

SI& PAnlCX NA?ISW:

I «o net r,.. to u.t lNt• •t all. :t t!lillk J.t 11 a '"� 9co4 r�le

when rou take a jo� o� to make it 9edeotly 01 .. r tbat you aooept

r••POYibil�ty for vbat you 4o your■elf ara4 you do �ot iu.lt• any

c�a\.l a�t th• ••Y in wluob your 111:eho•••ors, vt\011 I iuy 1,1

I 9natly �re, •• I bav• ■a4e olear unr U••• 11nc• ! took o�

tbil job, you 4o not uk• coaeenta •�out their 4eol1ion1 �n

4iftereat 01roua1teaon in earlier ti•••• '!'bat 11 • rule? ••

!lo141'19 to. 

Q\111'110111 

111a1141.1,la. 

Mr O' -11r, .t uJca rHpo,i,t.M>.itY for what I do U4 if you regard

that .. arrot&nt so be it, I can 1Lve vith \bat philo1o»bioell�.

What % u �111 to 40 11 to look after tb• jo!> that % u,re bean

en�t-6 with H4 I 1h&ll 40 it to the bfft of IQ' al:lilitY 1114 1!

s,eop1e tbiD� it U arro<;&Dt or anythiaf .i11, 10 b• it.
•. 
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QVIHZOI• 

Ma: JC&tff, x tb!Ak you vill l>• � .. l'onsil,ll for h.o!2dl1D9 a.nr ltO•u��•

in violeoo• that will se•ult !� cri.t.1 pi-01odptio1i, 4o f01l thinlt

rov h•¥• t.h• r••o�o•• to 4••1 vith •�Y auob �olenoet

r.t.n\ o� all, it 1• the Chief Conatabl•', naponsib1litf � not 

a.in• if the¥• 1• IU)y ufeurv• 1o v.t.oleooe en4 ou job, on a4•.t.o• 

tr .. tb• CM.•t Conat�• o{ th• ooc, 11 to sake •� that they 4o 

h••• &11 tu re■ov.rc•• tb•Y ae-4 &ftd t�e pr•••Dt poeiUo� 

1.lld.ioat" tut th•r ao. 

QUH'ftOlh 

Aa• Yo" aeDfi«eat ot tbat.7 

QVU1'IOllc 

tia 1.H'llC'l MAYXIW1

% 4o aot lmOW Vhat you ... o bf ta>u.nt people out. that 1• -cot •

u•�•r for -• DO&' •• I pnpa"4 to 411cua• -«•n of

1otelli9e.coe, tbat � o•••r �•D th• praotloe of any ldt1sh

90••1:aaent. Let • j\\at eay thi.a. 'l'o tboe• who ■i,ea>t of talu.t!lf

�opl• out, l•t - nll1D4 th•• that ,,. u.v. 1n tbil Otutl4 li�qde
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lr 

�•&' th• .r:ul• o:r l.a• •D4 ,,.,,. _,... p%i.a&.ri.l.lf Ui.at \,h• •-•>Cn•••• 

al\4 all 1t• a9•noiet •" •• auoh aubjeOt to� o�oe.&T l.av •• 

t.he 1ao4 u •oyl>c,4y •l•• an4 thereton no ao1Uer, no police 

offiGer, 110�04T aotln9 OA beb-.lf •� tk• CroV11, tak•• 1oaebody o,,it 

excep\ ill 01.rcwa9tano•• �n, uD4•&' the .1.aw pu••4 br r· ::1L•-"�• 

wh•� i.t ba, been proper to \l .. force Mo&ust tb&t u u,

oonfoad.ty vith tll.e Act o! rarliuienc whio� ••VC tbat nMonabl• 

!oze• .. Y be u..•4 u4 o�y nia,ona�h foi:ce uy be 1.1ted in th•

01�01&atuo•• cbat ,-••11 at tb• time. ao th•� ii no �••tion,

aD4 tb•�• M•N' Will"• a11y queacion of pecn>le beinw author�••4

to tu• ,o .. bady out uol••• tb• law of the lani woul4 be oo,-pl11d

with io Uo•• o1rO\IJ19t&I\OH,

Qt,UflOII: 

na HftlCJt MADIIWI 

TH cut&i�:t• 

(SWO 01 �n') 
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