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BY PRIVAT! NOTICE 
1° -~ /'YfWJled.. 1 { 7 /ir 

• Mr Geotge Robert1on <Hamilton>, To atk the Seeretary of State for 
foreign and Commonwealth ~ttairs, if h• will make a 1tat~ment on 
t he 1hootin9• in Gibraltar. 

/ 

will hav• heard, 

-=•..-amu,o.~J-"'--•rnoon. of 
them had a pr•vioua criminal record of t•rrori•t 
activity. Th• IRA have •inc• admitted that the three 
w•re member• of en Active service Unit. The background 
and tact• are•• tollow•. 

.. 
Another known IRA t•rror11t, who wa• under 

aurve111ance by the Spanish •~thoritie1, recently cro1aed 
into Gibraltar and 1• thought to have carried out a 
reconnais•anee tor an aot ot t•rroriea. Th• activity 
undertaken 1u9g•1ted t hat th• t•rrori,t act miqht b• in 
oonneotion with the Guard Mountin9 cer••ony, carried out 
on Tuesday•, Th• Gibraltar Pol1c• were acoordin9ly 
placed on high alert, and the Polio• Comai1aioner a1ked 
tor military •••i•tanee in th• light of hia ••a•asmant ot 
the threat. 

Shortly before 1. 00 pm ~esterday afternoon, one of 
t ho•• •ub1equently • hot brou;ht a oar into Gibraltar and 
wa• aeen to pa r k i t i n the area wh•r• the band tor th• 
Guard Mount1ng ceremYu1 ..... L-.klea . Rafnr~ lc1vinq th• 
car he was •••n to •p•n~ soma tl~• 

An hour and a half l~ter the two oth•r• 
subsequently • hot ent tr•d Gibraltar on toot, and shortly 
betore 3. 00 pm joined th• thir~ terror!•t in the town. 
Their presence and action• near th~ car gave ri~~ to 

tha ear. 

it contained~~~~, uhich apD~~r•~ 
raid technical examination ot ---
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ALvuL ,.oo J• all throo l•ft th~ ~n1n1 In~ ,tarted 
to walk back toward• the 

The parked car wa• aub••qu•ntly dealt with by a 
~ilitary bomb diapo•al team. It ha• now been eatablish•d 
that it did not contain an exploaive device. 

!nquiri•• carried out ~y th• Spani•h authoriti•• 
have ~atched keya tound on one ·or th• bodies with a car 
tound on tho Spani•h aide of th• bo~d•r ~hich contained 
an alia• set ot passport•, and it•~• of equipment 
including •leetrioal tape, wire and an alarm clock. ~eys 
have alao be•n found to a third cars the aearch ia 
continuing for thi1 car and for explosives. 

An inqu~st will b• held in Gibraltar, 

The suapeot oar waa parked adjacent to a achool and 
an old people 1a home. Had a bortLb exploded in the area, 
not only the 50 aoldi•r• involv•d in the parade, cut also 
a large number ot civilian• ~i9ht ~•11 have been killed 
or injured, It i• ~•t1mated that casualties could have 
run into thr•e figur•• • 
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flu.11- • .:.. l\~ 4&u,i uh~tcvor that hir th~flllA 11111n1 a 

areaaru.1. 'ter cut l•L a\,,ll. l,ca• U.,U,Pt ,1a1JIJlltod. Th• thrtt 
people killed were activ•lY involved in the planning ~nd 
attempted exec~tion of that aot. I am eure the whole 
House will •hare with=• the •enaa cf reli•f and 
satisfaction that it ha• been averted. 

I am •qually confident that the Hou•• will wiah me 
to •~te~d our 9ratitude to the Spani•h authorities 
without whoa• invaluable ae•iatanoe the outcome might · 
have bean very different. Thil QOOperation underlines 
once a9ain the importanoe of international collaboration 
in the tight again•t terro~ism. 
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