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Dec:r Jl.sFiEta;:.t Secreta ry 

The mood at ~es t~inEter 

ConversationE over the past three days ·vi t ~. ebout 20 :t-:.P.s of all sb~des, an: 

with j ournal:Ets anc other informed contE.cts inclucing Murdo Mf'cLean ( the 

Usual Ch&.nnels), sut.;gest the folJowing broad points. 

T:1.E initifl reaction to l&st weekend's rr:ec.1 & cover&ge \..'2.s very strong. l:~.r;~· 

F.P.s, whc despite encouragement do not t&ke an a::tive interest in Irish E.::"fc.irs 

End do not normally cttend Ir1Eh business, became puffe d . with outrage c:.nc 

convictior. about doine:; something in response. Whe.t the sorr:ething mii;h t "tr.

varied fr c-:- demr- nc~ s for a. revi sef C.-rr:' tougher) po]ic:y of !)01icing funen.:s to 

a cer.,E:- nc f0:: internment throu[.hout Ire1c:nc enc~, in rr,ore CF..ses t :--12-n p r e vic:: Ely, 

tc a der.r.r.:': for setting o dc:te for wither<',;,.} fror· Ire l a.nc in ::irder t , l~ : t ~:F 

I::i E"]-. ret on v:it~·- b u tchu~in~ e2 ch otl;er. Inte-::'2-EtirJsl y , Members .,·}, o 11 su '·=-l~ 

£:·~: vfr:y little c c,nr t:ibency !",;;:i.l or:. IriE~ r;;attErE, h,3ve h&d f, flury of rrc.il 

in the pc:st two cays - much more, they ':'ay, thnn a.fter the Ha.rroos and Br-e~ton 

b o:T,~s. Tt= t h r ust of the corrc- spon oence is a. dem:nc for greatly enh2ncec c.irect 

E ct:i on a ~::, .::.n.st te r roriEts. By &nc l;ore:e relations with Dur,lin anc the 

t.6ree:--ent ...-erf' n ot E fe 8 ture of tl1e f'e letters. 

\~th some exceptions it iE still p ossi~le, throu[h patient briefing, to cool 

many of t hese feelings and to get :t-:.P.s to see events in their ' con t ext ar.: ir. 

t~e licht cf the force£. uncerlying therr. . It should be saiC, however, th,: it 

l fr "tecomir,f perce:i' ti ve1y mo!'e di:"ficul t t o do tr,i E . There is E wioenins viF,·· 

l tL=ct even:= h,. ve r;: c. vec": bE:y ::.;n( tl·,e Cf p - c i ty of exiE-:ing frwnework.s to hc:nc:le 

them. The majority of thoRc talked to fell short of dismi£.sing the Agree= 0;:1t, 

and mo .: t o: ther.. exprF s .sed ~r- tisf, ctior. - even relief - th;:.t followins a 

b::i .: fine Ley di e n ot feel it neceE,sc.ry tc do some thin£ about their ger,e r::.l 

f OE.i tior, c::. Northi= rr. Irel ;cJJd (.such a::: 2.n appro2.ch to King or Bowe, & 

stc tement in the House, a. proros 1:- l to r.,e e t "' croup cf other l-:embers to d ~=CUEE 

worrj e s - t he lr tter is c typic;;l prelude to concerted &ction Et We .,-= tmin&:er, 

so::-.ethins ·. r.ips are ver~· alert to) • 
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Eackbe:ic:-, er .s a l i 'ef: tr._:_ ns tf-r, end sorr., of thE best j o:.: :-n:-lists, echo the 

Eri tish GovE-rn'!' ?!, t 'f' _2c~ of ": j cer cc,)lr-rence vi£-&. -Y:E recent events enc t ~.0 

generrJ. drift i n Ilor t::= rn Ir, lr.r,d . One- if' struck, wber_ rneetinc one after t !:e 

other, at F ,e e):: c1Jer z.: i on; c..:. r: ~ET without &Ly p:-cpE::- f'e:.~E of hov: to v· n ti l c te 

it Coth~r t h1 ·n, e~ ~-e h2v~ E~en, to m: ·k~ inc ign• nt £en~relif'Ftion~ e bout getting 

the- terrorists); e ru,.:reence of fruEtr c= t ee. i rr.p c:. ti ~nce with IrE'land a.1= e w:iole. 

The cor.:r ln:i ty o: th -: iEsues elude their inst:inctuc1.l c.p:::::,r ~~c ch to policy 

question.s, thr..t of sel:-intere.sted pr2.gm2-tim.; c:.nd thi E further fuelE their 

primary responE.e to e.-e-ntE such as last Saturc.2-y' s (it haE to be saic tha.t no 

amcunt of violence tc~~ro th~ urr., the RUC anc Northern Irii::h or !rich 

civilians of any relir: onE persue si on could _co~°' any;.·here near provoking the 

sc.111e reaction in Bri tcin to SP.turc:.c>y' s killingE - anc the sort of killings they 
were - of their m•r, English soldiers). 

In feet the vehemence of thiE r espon1:e, anc itE sirr.rlicity, h~ve, so fer &t 

lee.st, kept the focuE of the ma.tter off Dublin's relatione with London, the 

Agreer.,er:.t, que1=tions cf croEs-border security, and so on. _Dublin's carefulls

me[sured response£ in very difficult all-round circum1: t ances tc a series of 

e_vents he.ve beeL noticed, of course, by seasonec observers anc' those directly 

involved in Nort~ern Ireland affairs; but they have to be brought to the 

attention of rnrny 'WhoEE approech to thef:e queEtions is very much the broad 

brush on,=,. AF the imr.edic= te responeoes to recen t events se'!:.t:::..e, hm·.rever, it is 

probably true to say tr.st t}-, ere is e risk th&t t h E: i.ng:o-Irif:h relaticnship 

a.n( th e i .ereei:ie:-_t m2 .. y be caught in the nEt \-:hE:n rr,c ny 'ieeot!f.ir,ster M.P.s look 

arounc for t~e rEasonc behind tho~e events. T'ne rhetoric used by both 

Governments in November 1985 has unfortun&tely n0~ become something that iE a 

rea dy wee1:-on to bane \<i. th which to bea.t the .,:._greement proce!:s; statistics of 

violence anc murC::er are another easy - too eas:y - weapon to he.nd. ~o f&.r the 

\ Unionists anc th~ir friends have not taken full cdvantage of all this to prey 

on large numbers of waverint; colleaguss. This iE in large part due to their 

lack of a sense of strc,tegy and overall capa.ci ty: if they hc1.d these things 1 anc 

an articulete le~aership, there is little dcubt that we could not contain a 

serious haemorrha.ge of support across the be.ckbenches Cane not at all just on 

the right). 

. .. / 
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':'here i ~, t hen,~ seriouE Elate of drift et •~ , t r i nt t er ans i t cf n be 
r dter r ted t'1 c= t th:iE probc- bly refJects som, thir:[ Eic-.ihir et ~overnr:,ent level. 
J.. p:-ev:iout c:en Fe of t he neE>d f or pre-emptive r := t 1 · ::- t :-- c-n sfr,:;- ::. y re&ctive 
poli ci f' f. hai: been l e r i:;ely loEt si r,h t of. FP. r Lel"l" nt a 13 r, .. _.t ~-:.e tend 1: to 
t c..ke inEpir r: tion from decisive policy directior: &t Gover nmE: nt level - we s e.v
U.i F in 19~\~. 1-'. .P.s s.r e , hol-:ever, strikingly ruc oer le s s wher: t:.1ey do not 
get t he t le2d and di r ection in are~E they do net properly co=prehend; they ar e 
~ore so l-.'r:en t he le ;; d and direction previously ther e i :: s een to be somev:hc. t 
adrift; anc t hey are more so acain when they c..r t fa ced wi th fTc-p!lic events 
,,..-hi ch e.re precfrely the sort of thing they f el t wer e to be pre-empt ed by t he 
polici es enEhrined in the lead and direction given in 1985. 

Having m&.de the previ ous point s, it is nc..tur&.1 to con: 1:- ta ck to the foct tha.t 
recent events are ~uite independent of our policieE anc action::, t.cike place desr ite 
theEe, end in some ma j or ca~es in the face of our percertion t h2.t 5ritiEh policies 
fu el t hem. 

Le&vine; wider arguments a.no j ustifications aside fo:- & rnoment, hO\·:ever, it is no 
doubt true that strong sup:; 'ort for our policie e- 2 t \."es_!t:ins ter iE net ju.s t good 
and useful in itself, but c&.n at times of difficulty , an-: when carefully chznnelled, 
be of cons i derable assistance in derling ~~th the British GovernmE:nt. Conserv2tive 
b[·ckbenchers do not, of course, a t tack the Governmer:t on the floor of the House. 
When, however, they are convinced tha t something neecs to be s e ic, ·they cRn anc do 
undertake action behinc the scenes vis-a-vis Ministers and w'hip~. ~e will of 
course continue to impress on as many of them as possi ble the need to see events in 
their context and in the light of underlying realities; ano to m2ke sure that the 
Governrr:ent's positions on issues are more clearly understood. 

Gettin£ the British Government to see the need for a more planned, longer-term enc 
coherent set of policies based on their for~al commitmen t to the ~gree~ent , and to 
get a.cross the need for co-ordimJtion of policies at Govern.rnent level in I -ondon 
in order to avcid deb&cles sucL &S those seen recently, is some thing th~t we could 
usefully (2.nd, at pres ent, with a me&sure of authority) nm,; press therr: hare on 
at all levels. The co-oroin~tion of such pressure cculd perhaps be usefully 
considered at both political anc official levelE. 

At the backbench level in \·.'estmins ter, it would be v ery useful if we could ·orini; 
some s rr.£ 11 groups of ce.refully-selected, influential 1-'..P. s to Dublin for 
di ~cussions at political level. 

Yours since:.rely 

~~~j P.1. ch Hr, r,n 
~inieter- ounsellor ©NAI/TSCH/2018/68/39
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